
 
Twenty-second Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 
 

August 29, 2021 

He summoned the crowd again and said to them, "Hear me, all 
of you, and understand. Nothing that enters one from outside 
can defile that person; but the things that come out from with-
in are what defile. 
  

"From within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, 
murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arro-
gance, folly. All these evils come from within and they defile."  
— Mark 7:14-15, 21-23  

Create in me 
 a pure heart. 

https://www.sta.nyc/


Parish Membership 
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be 
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.  
 
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if 
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should 
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address, 
please notify the Rectory by mail. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
All baptisms are private and will be held on Sundays.  Please call the Faith 
Formation Office at 718-225-5191 to make arrangements.  Parents must 
complete a Baptism Instruction class and submit a copy of the child's birth 
certificate. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM. 
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of 
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacra-
mental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing. 

 

Liturgies 
Weekend Masses 

• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday 
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon 
 

Weekday Masses 

• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church 
 

Holy Days and Special Liturgies 

• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and 
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office 

 
Devotions 

• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass 
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday. 

Parish Directory 
  

Rev. David J. Dettmer 
PASTOR 
 
Deacon Joseph Chu 
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER  
  
Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Cantley, S.T.D. 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Anthony Rucando 
IN RESIDENCE 
 

Rectory Office Hours & Staff 
Monday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 
Saturday by appointment only 

   
Mrs. Betty Harris 
SECRETARY 

  
Mrs. Ann Larkin 
ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Faith Formation & School of Religion 
PHONE  (718) 225-5191 
EMAIL  dff@sta.nyc 
  
Mrs. Rose Ruesing 
DIRECTOR  
  

Music Ministry 
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin 
DIRECTOR  
  

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy  

45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way) 
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134 
  

PHONES      (718) 631-3153  (718) 631-
3155 
WEB SITE     www.dwcaonline.org 
EMAIL      dwisdom@dwcaonline.org 
  

Mrs. Miriam Bonici 
PRINCIPAL  

Established 1915 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as 

a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice. 
 

All are welcome! 
 

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;  

NO MATTER your family situation;  

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith; 

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;  

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;  

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia 

45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way) 
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135 
 

PHONE  (718) 631-4454 
FAX            (718) 631-1774 
WEB SITE    www.sta.nyc 
EMAIL     info@sta.nyc 
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Spend time with God every day 
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Reflections 
The Gospel of Matthew 

The first gospel starts with “a genealogy 
of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of 
Abraham.” With this opening the evan-
gelist prepares us for this Jesus who will 
be the fulfillment of major figures of the 
Hebrew scriptures. 
  
Archeologists and textual experts usual-
ly date the writing of the Gospel of Mat-
thew to around 80 CE. One piece of evi-
dence for the dating of this gospel is that 
it contains nearly all of the Gospel of 
Mark. From this we know that it was 
composed after 70 CE (near the time 

when Mark was written). In addition to having Mark as a 
source, the Gospel of Matthew shares a large chunk of ma-
terial with Luke, material that appears neither in Mark or 
in John. From this we assume that there was another 
source for Matthew, one that he and the writer of Luke 
used. Matthew also had his own information about Jesus 
that the other evangelists did not. 
  
The Gospel of Matthew is unique in its five-part structure: 
after the introduction (which contains the stories of the 
annunciation to Joseph [not Mary, as in Luke] of Jesus’ 
birth, his birth and manifestation to the magi [not shep-
herds, as in Luke]), each part contains a long speech by Je-
sus followed by actions that Jesus performs. Part one is the 
Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7); part two prepares 
the disciples for their missionary journeys (10); part three 
is filled with parables (13); part four deals with church or-
der (18); and the fifth part concerns the end of the world 
(24–25). Scholars assume that the evangelist adopted this 
structure from the Pentateuch, the first five books of the 
Bible. This is a big clue about the portrait of Jesus in this 
gospel. 
  
Many of the people in the church for which the Gospel of 
Matthew was written were Jews. One of the main purposes 
of this gospel was to provide consolation to those who 
wrestled with the compatibility of the Jewish heritage and 
their faith in Jesus. For this reason we find references to 
patriarchs of ancient Israel from the very first verse. A ge-
nealogy filled with Jewish ancestors begins the text, and the 
evangelist fills the narrative with quotations from the He-
brew scriptures. All of this seeks to reassure the hearers 
that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the Messiah anticipated 
in the older faith. 
  
The Gospel of Matthew is proclaimed throughout Year A. In 
art, the evangelist Matthew is portrayed with an angel by 
his side. The feast of Saint Matthew is September 21. 
  
Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Train-
ing Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago 
IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by Martin Connell. 
Art by Rita Corbin. 

Social Ministry 

Parish Social Ministry was established as a response to the 
pandemic as ways we, as a parish, can reach out to those in 
need.  We are looking forward to planning for the year and 
would like ideas for various service projects.  If you are in-
terested in working with the Parish Social Ministry, please 
join us for a meeting on Monday, August 30th at 
7pm in the Parish Center.   

 
For more information, please contact:  
Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or at 
dff@sta.nyc. 
 
If you have any ideas for other service projects, 
please email Rose Ruesing at dff@sta.nyc or call 
718-225-5191 to volunteer. 
 

As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace. — 1 Peter 4:10 

Diocesan Pilgrimage 

Oberammergau 
The Passion Play 

Visits to: Wurzburg, Rothenburg, Rebensburg, Passau,  
Salzburg & Munich 

 
May 17 - 26, 2022 

Bishop Octavio Cisneros, Spiritual Director 
Rev. Frank Schwarz, Chaplain 

 
For a brochure call: Peters Way Tours 

516-605-1551 — peter@petersway.com 
 

----- 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage 

World Meeting of Families, Rome 
Visits to Assisi, Siena, & Florence 

 
Join Pope Francis, the Office of Family Life,  

and the Diocese of Brooklyn 
June 20 – 30, 2022 

 
For a brochure call: Regina Tours 

1-800-Catholi(c) x 232 — fciraolo@groupist.com 
 

Pilgrimage Office 
9511 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

718 965-7313 — E-mail: Pilgrimage@diobrook.org 

Diocese of Brooklyn 

BLESSED 
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Pray the Rosary 

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together. 

— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton 
 
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary 
before the 8am Daily Mass 
 
Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another 
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church. 

Electronic Giving 

Summer is almost over – have 
you made the switch to eGiving? 
It’s a great way to support St. An-
astasia and grow our ministries 
that share the Good News of 
God’s love. You can sign up from 
your computer, smartphone or tablet, and set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 
 
Recurring gifts can streamline your stewardship and 
sustain our parish in the “dog days” of summer and 
throughout the year. You’ll provide consistent sup-
port that helps us always be at the ready with pro-
grams, services, and ministries for our church fami-
lies and for those in need throughout the communi-
ty. 

 
 

Sign up today by visiting 
faith.direct/NY28, or  

text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141. 
Thank you for your continued support of 

our parish family. God Bless You! 

faith.direct/NY28
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We encourage all to watch the 
brief 2021 ACA Video online at: 

CFBQ.org/ACAVideo 
 

The work and services made possible through your 
donation to the Annual Catholic Appeal help people in 
Brooklyn and Queens in ways that no one parish can 
alone. Let us pray that the 2021 Annual Catholic Ap-
peal will be successful in both allowing us to reach out 
in love to those in need in, as well as uniting us to-
gether in Christ as one Church. I hope you will join me 
and St. Anastasia Parish in “proclaiming the gospel of 
God” by participating in the 2021 Annual Catholic Ap-
peal. 
 

Sincerely, 
Msgr. Anthony Sherman Pastor   

St. Anastasia Parish 

CFBQ.org/ACAVideo
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Pope at Audience:  

Hypocrisy Jeopardizes the Unity of the Church 
Read the Pope’s reflection in its entirety. www.vatican.va/
content/francesco/en/audiences/2021/documents/ 
papa-francesco_20210825_udienza-generale.html 
2021-08-25  — By Christopher Wells — Pope Francis con-
tinued his commentary on St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians at 
Wednesday’s General Audience, highlighting the dangers of a 
purely formal adherence to the Law. 
 
The Holy Father began his reflection with a consideration of 
an episode recounted by St Paul, where the Apostle re-
proached St Peter for his hypocritical behaviour. 
 

Unjust division 
St Peter himself had shown that Gentile Christians were not 
bound to observe every aspect of the Jewish Law when he ate 
with Gentiles, contrary to the prescriptions of the Law. 
Later, however, he refused to eat with them, for fear of being 
criticised by those Jewish Christians who believed it was still 
necessary to obey all of the prescriptions of the Mosaic code. 
 
St Paul saw that this was a serious fault because St Peter’s 
hypocrisy was causing an “unjust division” in the early Chris-
tian community. 
 

Fear of the truth 
Hypocrisy, the Pope said, “can be called the fear of the truth,” 
a feeling that “it is better to pretend than to be yourself” that 
can “suffocate the courage to openly say what is true” in every 
circumstance. 
 
He warned that hypocrisy flourishes “in an environment 
where interpersonal relations are lived under the banner of 
formalism.” 
 
The Bible, however, shows us examples of holy men and 
women who refuse to pretend. Pope Francis pointed to 
Eleazar who, during the time of the Maccabees, refused to 
pretend to eat meat sacrificed to idols, even at the cost of his 
life. 
 
In the New Testament, the Pope noted, Jesus often con-
demned hypocrites who appeared righteous on the outside, 
but inwardly were filled with vice. 
 

Let your 'yes' mean yes 
Hypocrites, said Pope Francis, “are people who pretend, flat-
ter, and deceive because they live with a mask over their faces 
and do not have the courage to face the truth.” 
 
He warned, “They are not capable of truly loving.” And he 
noted that, although we see hypocrisy in the workplace, in 
politics, and elsewhere, “hypocrisy in the Church is particu-
larly detestable.” 
 

He recalled the words of the Lord, who said, “Let what you 
say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes 
from evil.” 
 
Pope Francis said that to act otherwise “means jeopardising 
the unity of the Church, that unity for which the Lord Him-
self prayed.”  
 
 

Pope at Angelus: 

Incarnation Calls Us to Recognize Jesus in Others 
2021-08-22  — By 
Devin Watkins — 
Pope Francis took 
his cue at the An-
gelus on Sunday 
from the day’s 
Gospel (Jn 6:60-
69), in which Je-
sus’ disciples react 
to His speech fol-
lowing the multi-
plication of the 
loaves. 
 

Jesus had told His disciples that only those who “eat my flesh 
and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise him on 
the last day. For my flesh is true food and my blood is true 
drink.” 
 

Bread from Heaven 
Speaking to pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s Square for the 
noon-day Angelus prayer, the Pope noted that Jesus invited 
His disciples to interpret the Sign of the multiplication of the 
loaves and to believe in Him. 
 
Jesus, he said, “is the true bread come down from heaven, 
the bread of life; and He revealed that the bread He will give 
is His body and blood.” 
 
Pope Francis highlighted the reaction of Jesus’ disciples, 
many of whom refused to believe such a hard saying, stopped 
following Him, and returned to their former ways of life. 
 
At that point, he noted, Jesus turned to the Twelve and ask if 
they also wished to leave. Peter, however, responded that 
Jesus alone has “the words of eternal life.” 
 

Scandal of the Incarnation 
The Pope then reflected on the reaction of those who left Je-
sus and refused to believe. 
 
“Jesus’ words enkindled great scandal,” he said. “He was say-
ing that God decided to manifest Himself and accomplish 
salvation in the weakness of human flesh.” 
 

Vatican.va  

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210825_udienza-generale.html
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The Incarnation of the Son of God, he added, has 
throughout history put up an obstacle to faith in 
Jesus in many people’s hearts. 
 
Jesus, said the Pope, “affirms that the true bread 
of salvation, which transmits eternal life, is His 
very flesh; that to enter into communion with 
God, before observing the laws or satisfying reli-
gious precepts, it is necessary to live out a real 
and concrete relationship with Him.” 
 
This affirmation means that God cannot be fol-
lowed merely in dreams or illusions of grandeur, 
but only through a living relationship with Him 
in Jesus Christ. 
 

Eucharistic sign 
Pope Francis went on to say that following Jesus 
means recognizing His humanity and that of His 
brothers and sisters whom we meet along the 
streets of life. 
 
Today, too, Christians can be scandalized by the 
revelation of God in the Jesus’ humanity. 
 
The Pope said St. Paul called this the “folly” of the 
Gospel for those who seek miracles or worldly 
wisdom. 
 
“And this ‘scandalousness’ is well represented by 
the sacrament of the Eucharist: what sense can 
there be, in the eyes of the world, in kneeling be-
fore a piece of bread? Why on earth should some-
one be nourished assiduously with this bread?” 
asked the Pope. 
 

Faith in crisis 
Pope Francis repeated that Jesus’ multiplication 
of the loaves incited great admiration amongst 
His contemporaries, but that His interpretation 
as a sign of His sacrifice was unacceptable to 
many of them. 
 
“Jesus Christ throws us into crisis,” he said. “We 
should be worried if He does not throw us into 
crisis, because we might have watered down His 
message!” 
 
And the Pope concluded his catechesis urging 
Christians to pray for the grace to be converted to 
Jesus’ “words of eternal life.” 
 
“May Mary Most Holy, who bore her Son Jesus in 
the flesh and joined herself to His sacrifice, help 
us to always bear witness to our faith in our real 
lives.”  

Vatican.va Cont... 
 

 

Consecration to St. Joseph 
The Wonders of our Spiritual Father 

Take a faith journey that will Change your life! 
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Already have a FORMED Account?  
1. Visit FORMED.org  
2. Click Sign In  
3. Enter your email  
4. Click the link in your email  
5. You're in! No more passwords!  

Registering on FORMED is easy!  
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup  
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish  
3. Enter your name and email  
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Stay plugged into St. Anastasia! 

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote 
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communi-
cate information to you regarding Parish happenings.  
 
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church: 

Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com 

Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576 

 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is 
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and da-
ta rates may apply. Full terms at  
www.flocknote.com/txt 

1 

2 

St. Anastasia Parish Registration 
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join 
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collec-
tion basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory. 
 
Name  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone  …………………… Email ...……………………………………………. 

Sunday, August 29, 2021  

5:00 p.m. Vigil Kevin Regan  
 Paul Nardozi  
  
8:00 a.m. For the People of St. Anastasia Parish  
  
10:00 a.m. Mary Going  
 Paul & Pietro Nardozi  
  
12:00 noon Rosario Caruso  
 Juanita De Jesus  
  
Monday, August 30, 2021  
8:30 a.m. Bernadette Gambeski  
 Albert, Savina & Antonio Guerra  
  
Tuesday, August 31, 2021  
8:30 a.m. Mary Lou Maass 
 Paul A. Nardozi  
  
Wednesday, September 1, 2021  
8:30 a.m. Anna Gambeski  
 Marie Theresa Lenza  
  
Thursday, September 2, 2021  
8:30 a.m. Al Cinotti  
 Neil Twomey 
  
Friday, September 3, 2021  
8:30 a.m. JoAnne Larkin 
 Gerard F.McMahon 
  
Saturday, September 4, 2021  
8:30 a.m. Donald Freeman 
 Emelia Sweeney 
  
Sunday, September 5, 2021  

5:00 p.m. Vigil Joan Gambeski  
 Angelina & Joseph Locetta  
  
8:00 a.m. Rocco Gabrielli  
 Mercedes Jimenez  
  
10:00 a.m. For the People of St. Anastasia Parish  
  
12:00 noon Margaret Mary Prior  
 Hugh McGranaghan, Sr. 

Bread & Wine Memorial 

In Memory of 

Joan Gambeski 
August 29 — September 5, 2021 

 
 

Prayer Intentions 

Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are 
sick and all those who have died. 
 
  

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions 

September 2021 
An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle 

We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple and 
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young peo-
ple who are resolutely committed to this. 

Mass Intentions  

Pray for the 
Persecuted 

stanyc.flocknote.com
http://www.flocknote.com/txt
https://www.sta.nyc/youtube
https://www.sta.nyc/facebook

