American Martyrs Mission Statement
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and
example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all.
American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments
Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request)
Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center.
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or
suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.
A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually.
Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is
unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.
Visits will be happily arranged for you.
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest
at least six months prior to the date you wish.
Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times!
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to
our children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every
opportunity.
For help or info call: Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS
AMPARISH.ORG

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG
TAO Sean Reiley—USN

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 19, 2021
“Whoever received one child in my name receives me.”
The riches of truth belong to those who are faithful to
Christ and their vocation. Will you follow Him as a priest,
deacon, sister or brother? Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org.

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS
LORD, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they
perform for us in our time of need.
And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
Our Lord and Savior. Amen
If you know of any parishioner who is currently serving
in the Armed forces and would like to be added to our
prayer list, please call the Rectory. 718-464-4582.

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs
Michael Arriaga, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Diana Ferrante, Michael
Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Daniel Limberg, Ed Miles, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, Amelia Reyes, John Sheridan, Jr.,
Sheila Still, Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Glen Fergerson, Kathy Evers, Irene McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria
Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, John Pinto, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino, Mary
Carroll and Eleanor Kelly

The Gifts of Bread & Wine are Offered in Thanksgiving to
The Religious Education Teachers of American Martyrs

September 18th - September 25th
Saturday
5:00 pm The Faithful of American Martyrs
Sunday, September 19, 2021

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL
DEPARTED OF
AMERICAN MARTYRS
MAY THEY REST IN ETERNAL PEACE

8:30am
Jaime Quiroga (Gallagher Family)
10:30am
Rev. Conrad Dietz (Deacon Stan + Mary Galazin)
Robert Tsherne (Barbara)
Ronald Iorio (Paul + Sarah)
Arturo Marciamo (Family)
12:30pm
In Thanksgiving for the Ushers of American Martyrs
(Vincent Martin)
Monday
Michael Foley
Tuesday
Vito Merola (Merola Family)
Wednesday
Alice M. Rayder (25th Anniversary)
Thursday
Stephen D. Adams (Family)
Friday
Jaya Chacko (Birthday) (Family)
Saturday
8:30am: Intentions of the Catholic War Veterans

Collection for September 12, 2021
E-Giving: $1.232.50
Collection: $4,077.00
Total: $5,309.50

5:00 pm: Catherine S. Kearney (Family)

Thank You for your support of American Martyrs.

Bits and Pieces from Mike and Mike, Newly Retired from Building House Decks
Dear Faithful People of God,
Summer is quickly “leaving” and the leaves of fall will soon flash their brilliant colors. Some people spend too much of their time
living only in the future or get stuck living in the past. The past and future are critical and are bridged by the present moment.
However, living solely in the past or future may rob us of the beauty of the present time.
Our lives focused solely in the past may be likened to driving a car with eyes glued on the rearview mirror. The mirror is important,
but our eyes fixed only upon the rearview mirror (with the car in drive) will cause a quick accident. The following reflection
beautifully connects God with the past and future moments of our lives.
I was regretting the past and fearing the future.
Suddenly God was speaking.
“My name is I am.”
I waited. God continued,
“When you live in the past, with its mistakes and regrets, it is hard.
I am not there. My name is not ‘I was.’
When you live in the future, with its problems and fears, it is hard.
I am not there. My name is not ‘I will be.’
When you live in this moment, it is not hard. I am here.
My name is ‘I am.’ Helen Mellicost
At the same time, always living life in the fast lane causes the glory of the present moment to become a blur before our eyes.
Slow me down, Lord.
Slow me down, Lord. Ease the pounding of my heart by the quieting of my mind.
Steady my hurried pace with vision of the eternal reach of time.
Give me, amid the confusion of the day, the calmness of the everlasting hills.
Break the tension of my nerves and muscles with the soothing music of the singing streams that live in my memory. Help me to
know the magical, restoring power of sleep.
Teach me the art of taking minute vacations—slowing down to look at a flower,
to chat with a friend, to pat a dog, to read a few lines from a good book.
Slow me down Lord, and inspire me to send my roots deep into the soils of life’s enduring values
that I may grow toward the stars of my greater destiny.
There is more to life than increasing its speed! Find the presence of God in the present moment and slow down long enough to enjoy
the beauty of the season. Add a pinch of humor and let the honesty of children lighten our hearts.
Why We Love Children!
KETCHUP
A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the jar. During her struggle the phone rang so she asked her 4-year-old daughter
to answer the phone. “Mommy can’t come to the phone to talk to you right now. She’s hitting the bottle.”
ELDERLY
While working for an organization that delivers lunches to the elderly shut-ins, I used to take my 4-year-old daughter on my afternoon rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued by the various appliances of old age, particularly the canes, walkers and wheelchairs.
One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. As I braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, she
merely turned and whispered, “The tooth fairy will never believe this!”
POLICE
It was the end of the day when I parked my police van in front of the station. As I gathered my equipment, my K-9 partner, Jake, was
barking, and I saw a little boy staring in at me. “Is that a dog you got back there?” he asked. “It sure is,” I replied. Puzzled, the boy
looked at me and then towards the back of the van. Finally he said, “What’d he do?”
Enjoying the last days of summer, and rooting for the “Fighting Irish”
Fr. Peter

Rectory Office Hours
Monday—Thursday 9am –12 noon and 1pm—4pm
Saturday’s 9am—12 Noon
All Other Hours by Appointment
Weekly Sacred Scripture Study
Tuesday After 8:30am Mass In the Murray Center For more Info call: Annabelle Villegas 917-331-1312

AMERICAN MARTYRS
PARISH OUTREACH FOOD PANTRY
Please help us serve people in need in our community.
We especially appreciate donations from this is of these
non-perishable items:: Cereal, Juice, Peanut butter,
cookies, canned soup, canned vegetables, canned fruit,
Pasta sauce Mac & cheese canned ravioli, and tuna fish.
As always, thank you for your generosity
for helping those in need.
Special Needs Parents Group @ Sacred Heart Bayside
Sacred Heart Parish invite parents/guardians with children/adults with all special needs or IEP’s to join them
share and exchange ideas in an informal setting.
Meeting dates: Wednesday, October 13
Tuesday, November 9
Thursday, December 9
For More Information call Georgette Lyons:
718-631-1307

Floater and Smitty 2 Funny Dudes
Floater: My life is so boring, my psychics tell me my friends
future.
Smitty: Life is better in a dog eat toy world.
Floater: I wish tanning beds could pop you out like a toaster
when you’re finished
Smitty: At this point in my life, my resume’s “special skills”
just says: “pronounces Massachusetts towns” and “Can nap on
planes.”
Floater: Guys, two words to insure a happy, long lasting,
marriage: Yes dear.
Smitty: Is it ignorance or apathy that's destroying the world
today? I don't know and don't really care.
Floater: I wasn’t originally going to get a brain transplant, but
then I changed my mind.
Smitty: Which country’s capital has the fastest-growing
population? Ireland. Every day it’s Dublin.
Floater: My ex-wife still misses me. But her aim is starting to
improve.
Smitty: The guy who invented the door knocker got a no-bell
prize.
Floater: I saw an ad for burial plots, and I thought: “That’s the
last thing I need!

