Jesus said to his disciples: "There will be signs in the sun, the
moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay,
perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will
die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world,
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But
when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because
your redemption is at hand. — Luke 21:25-28
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Parish Mission Statement
To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

Established 1915
45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135
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(718) 631-4454
(718) 631-1774
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Parish Directory
Rev. David J. Dettmer
PASTOR
Deacon Joseph Chu
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER

All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Cantley, S.T.D.
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Anthony Rucando
IN RESIDENCE

Rectory Office Hours & Staff
Monday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Saturday by appointment only
Mrs. Betty Harris
SECRETARY

Mrs. Ann Larkin

ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR

Faith Formation & School of Religion
PHONE
EMAIL

(718) 225-5191
dff@sta.nyc

Mrs. Rose Ruesing
DIRECTOR

Music Ministry
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES
3155
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-3153 (718) 631-

www.dwcaonline.org
dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL

Sacrament of Baptism
All baptisms are private and will be held on Sundays. Please call the Faith
Formation Office at 718-225-5191 to make arrangements. Parents must
complete a Baptism Instruction class and submit a copy of the child's birth
certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies
• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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Advent Blessing & Prayers
Advent Wreath Blessing And Prayers
The weekly prayers are to be used on each advent Sunday as a new candle is lit to signify the coming of the Lord.
Half way through the season we light the rose candle on the Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete Sunday.

A Blessing
Father in you belong the seasons and the ages for you are the beginning and the end
of all things. As our world enters the darkness of winter we kindle the fire to remind
us that your Son Is our light. Bless us, we pray, with the light and warmth of this
holy season. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Sunday

Father, the day of our salvation draws near; your
light grows steadily around us to pierce the darkness
of our minds and open us to the promise of life. Your
Son, Jesus Christ, comes in our midst in Spirit where once
he came in flesh. Open our eyes that we may see his presence and our ears that we may hear his call in all the events
that fill our lives today. Give us the courage to respond to
him; to carry on the work of service which he has sent us to
accomplish. Give birth to your Son in our lives that through
us he may give life to the world. Amen.

Third Sunday

Father, we celebrate with joy the coming of your Son,
for he has come in our past. We celebrate with hope
the coming of your Son, for he will come again. We
celebrate with peace the coming of your Son, for he is now
in our midst. Help us to uncover and recognize his presence to men and women who touch our lives. Hatred and
selfishness blind our eyes and keep us from bringing him
forth. Free us now from all that stands in his way, that with
a love for each other made genuine and real we might
quicken his coming in our midst. Amen.

Second Sunday

Father, do not turn from us, and do not avoid us now
that we are looking for words to pray to you. if we call
you God, and speak your name, it is because you first
pierced the silence and called us sons and daughters. You
have given us your word that you would not be far from us
whenever we turn to you. And so we cast aside our doubts
and our fears and place our trust in your promise to us.
Father, make us receptive and open as you speak to us;
may we receive the blessing of your peace as we prepare for
the coming of your Son. Amen.

Fourth Sunday

Father, we are struck with wonder at the trust you
have put in us. The work which your Son began by
his coming in now put into our hands to complete.
He longs to come again, but his time is not ripe, we must
bring him forth into the world that is pleasing to him. Until
that time, known only to you, when the heavens will open
and we see him once more, we raise our eyes to you and
ask your blessing while we set our hands to the task you
have given us. Amen.

Come, Long-Expected Jesus
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom and power of Your Father and ours. Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord who enlists me in God's
own work for justice.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world, peace in
my home, peace in myself.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy. I seek His will
so I can serve with gladness, singing and love.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me the joy and love and peace it is right to bring to
the manger of my Lord. Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God who acted there,
hearty gratitude for the life begun there, and spirited resolution to serve the Father and
Son.
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. Amen.
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Music Ministry
O Lord Jesus,
I rejoice at the signs
that say you are near.

Reflections
We Keep Advent
Do You Love to Sing?
The St. Anastasia Choir invites you to join us in singing at
the 12pm Mass each Sunday, as well as holidays and concerts throughout the year.
Rehearsals are held in the choir loft each Sunday at
11:30am, so just come on up and join us - no audition necessary. Singers of all ages are welcome!

The slow sailing of the Earth around its star brings another
winter. An old hymn sings our impatience:
How long, dear Savior, O how long,
shall this, thine hour delay?
Fly swift around, ye wheels of time,
and bring the promised day.
We wait for Christmas. Yet even more, the church looks forward to that promised day when Christ will return and time
will end. But in all the anticipation and preparation, let’s
not overlook the present moment, this holy time of Advent.
We keep Advent now until sunset on December 24.
The word advent is from a Latin word for “coming.” We remember Christ’s first coming at Bethlehem, and we “wait in
joyful hope” for Christ to return in glory. John of Damascus
(who died in the early 8th century) wrote this prayer: “You
have taken me captive with longing for you, O Christ, and
have transformed me with your divine love. Burn up my
sins with the fire of your Spirit and count me worthy to take
my fill of delight in you, that, dancing with joy, I may magnify your two comings.”
Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training
Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL
60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David
Philippart. Art by Steve Erspamer, sm. All rights reserved.
Used with permission.
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Electronic Giving

Gift Cards for the Giving Tree

We prayerfully
request that you
consider signing
up for e-giving
from your computer, smartphone
or tablet. Make a
recurring donation or a one time
gift.
Your generous online donations will help sustain ministries that reflect God’s love.
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. Anastasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support It is genuinely appreciated.

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.
God Bless You!

Pray the Rosary

In Keeping with our annual tradition, the "Gift Card Tree"
will be in the vestibule as of Saturday, November 27th. The
following stores are recommended: Target, Kohls,
Walmart, and CVS drug stores. However we’ll certainly be
happy to accept all gift cards!
In order for us to get these items to the people who need
them on time, please return the gift card to thee church by,
or before, December 15th. Thank You in advance for your
generosity!

Social Ministry

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and surrounding communities. Please look to join us with the following planned projects:
•
•
•

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary
before the 8:30 AM Daily Mass.

Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church.

•

Health Fair and Blood Drive
Thanksgiving meals and food drive
Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, Jamaica Estates
Homebound ministry

If you are interested in helping with any of these, please
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc
Also, we are still a drop off site for food scraps. The bin is
located behind the parish center across from the playground. You can drop in fruit, vegetables, eggshells, coffee
and tea grinds, nuts, dried flowers and houseplants. The
site is open all day, seven days a week.
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Vatican.va
Pope: Child Labor Robs Humanity of Its Future
Children exploited for the profit and gain of others

The Holy Father pointed out that child labour is not to be
confused with the small domestic tasks that children may
perform as part of family life: “Child labour is something else
entirely! It is the exploitation of children in the production
processes of the globalized economy for the profit and gain of
others.”
Child labour, he said, denies children's “right to health, education and harmonious growth, including the possibility to
play and to dream.”

Children working in the mining industry in the Philippines
2021-11-19 — By Linda Bordoni — Using strong words to
decry the exploitation of children in the production processes
of the globalized economy for the profit and gain of others,
Pope Francis on Friday reiterated the Church’s commitment
to continue to promote and coordinate initiatives to protect
children, for the good of children themselves and for all humanity.
His message upholding the right to health, education, and a
future for all children across the globe was addressed to participants in an International Conference promoted by the
Vatican COVID-19 Commission of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, in collaboration with the
Permanent Mission of the Holy See to the FAO, the UN’s
Food and Agriculture Organization.

Reversal of a downward trend

Entitled “Eradicating Child Labour, Building a Better Future,” the conference is held at a time in which the elimination of child labour has stalled for the first time in 20 years
with some 160 million children suffering of the situation that
is exacerbated by the pandemic. It also falls in the International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour: one of the
UN Sustainable Development Goals.
The Pope noted that the safeguard of children’s fundamental
rights is crucial for the present and future of humanity: “The
way we relate to children, the extent to which we respect
their innate human dignity and their fundamental rights,
expresses the kind of adults we are and want to be and the
kind of society we want to build.”
He remarked on the paradox of galloping technological innovations side by side with the persistence of the use of children
in work activities in every part of the world.
“This puts their health and mental and physical well-being at
risk and deprives them of the right to education and to live
their childhood with joy and serenity. The pandemic has further aggravated the situation,” he said.

“It is the robbery of the future of children, and therefore of
humanity itself. It is a violation of human dignity,” he said.

Distortions of the current economic system

He pointed to extreme poverty, lack of work and the consequent desperation of families as the factors that most expose
children to labour exploitation, and said that in order to
eradicate this scourge, a joint effort is needed to “eradicate
poverty, to correct the distortions of the current economic
system, which concentrates wealth in the hands of the few.”
In this perspective, he called on states and business actors “to
create decent work opportunities with fair wages that allow
families to meet their needs without their children being
forced to work.”
He also called for joint efforts “to promote quality education
in every country that is free for all, as well as a health care
system that is accessible to all without distinction.”
“All social actors are called upon to combat child labour and
its causes,” the Pope said, noting that the participation in this
Conference of representatives of international organizations,
civil society, business and the Church “is a sign of great
hope.”

A question of civilization

Pope Francis concluded urging the Vatican institutions to
continue in its work to facilitate and coordinate initiatives
and efforts in the fight against child labour and thanking all
participants for their commitment to this cause, which he
described as a true question of civilization.
Let us always keep in mind the words of Jesus in the Gospel,
he said: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”
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Vatican.va Cont...
Pope: Light of Christmas Shines All the Brighter
Amid Darkness of Pandemic

scribed it as a broad educational alliance "to form mature
people, capable of overcoming fragmentation and opposition
and rebuilding the fabric of relationships for a more fraternal
humanity."

Courage and creativity
But, continued the Pope, "in order to achieve these objectives, courage is needed: 'The courage to put the person at the
centre' and to 'place oneself at the service of the community'," he said.
It takes both courage and creativity, added the Pope. "For
example," he said, "you have composed new Christmas songs
and shared them for a larger project, a project that believes in
beauty as a way of human growth, to dream together of a better world."
2021-11-22 — By Francesca Merlo — Pope Francis on
Monday met with participants of the upcoming Christmas
Contest. The event, organized by the Pontifical Foundation
Gravissimum Educationis and Missioni Don Bosco Valdocco,
"gives a voice to young people by inviting them to create new
songs inspired by Christmas and its values.

Beauty to avoid despair
Brining his message to a close, Pope Francis repeated the
words of Pope St Paul VI: 'This world in which we live needs
beauty so as not to fall into despair'.

What beauty? asked the Pope. "Not a false one, made up of
appearances and earthly wealth, which is empty and generOn this note, the Pope extended a "special welcome" to all the ates emptiness. No, rather, the beauty of a God who became
young people "who have enthusiastically taken up the chalflesh, the beauty of faces, of stories; the beauty of the crealenge".
tures who make up our common home and who - as St Francis teaches us - share in the praise of the Most High."

Advent and Covid

The Pope expressed his happiness at meeting them all "at the Pope Francis concluded his speech thanking the young peothreshold of Advent, the period that every year introduces us ple, artists, and sportsmen and women "for not forgetting to
to Christmas and its Mystery."
be custodians of this beauty, which the Lord's Christmas
makes shine in every daily gesture of love, sharing and serHe noted that this year, too, the lights of Christmas seem
vice."
dimmed by the consequences of the pandemic, which, the
Pope added, "still weighs heavily on our time."
All the more reason why we are called to question ourselves
and not to lose hope, said the Pope, describing the feast of
the Birth of Christ as not being "out of tune" with the trial
that we are going through, "because it is par excellence the
feast of compassion, of tenderness. Its beauty is humble and
full of human warmth."

The spirit of Christmas

@PONTIFEX
If we put the #Gospel at the centre and bear witness to it with fraternal love, we will be able to
look to the future with hope, whatever the tempests, great or small, we may experience today.

Pope Francis went on to stress that the beauty of Christmas
shines through in the sharing of small gestures of concrete
love.
"It is not alienating; it is not superficial or escapist. On the
contrary, it broadens the heart, opens it to gratuitousness, to
the gift of self, and can also generate cultural, social and educational dynamics."

This is the same spirit with which the Church have given life
to the Global Education Pact, continued the Pope. He de-

Pray for the
Persecuted
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On Tuesday, November 30th, Giving Tuesday, people around the
world will come together to celebrate generosity and make an impact,
and you can be part of that celebration. By giving to St. Anastasia
through Faith Direct, you will be helping our parish to continue to
provide the ministry throughout our community.
Please prayerfully consider making a donation to St. Anastasia using
Faith Direct and help those in need. Throughout the day, please call,
text, and email your friends and family who also want to make a positive impact on the lives of others.
You can enroll in recurring eGiving or make a single donation to St.
Anastasia at https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY28. You can also
text a dollar amount to 917-540-0141 and give directly from your
mobile phone. Your gifts and your participation would be a blessing
to us. May God bless you and your loved ones.

Giving Tuesday

Spend time with God every day

Saint Anastasia Parish

Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign In
3. Enter your email
4. Click the link in your email
5. You're in! No more passwords!

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Registering on FORMED is easy!
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish
3. Enter your name and email
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Lena McGeough
November 27 — December 4, 2021

Prayer Intentions
Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are
sick and all those who have died.

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
December 2021
Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of
God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!

November 28, 2021

Mass Intentions
Sunday, November 28, 2021
5:00 p.m. Vigil Jane Regan
Vinny Tranchida
8:00 a.m.

Margarita Revilla Simpliciano
Margaret Mary Prior

10:00 a.m.

For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

12:00 noon Mary Going
Guiseppe Licari
Monday, November 29, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Salvatore Prezioso
Barbara Hedgecock
Tuesday, November 30, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Catherine Gallagher
Arcangela & Andrea Casagrande
Wednesday, December 1, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Marinette Bilz
Aidan Carragher
Thursday, December 2, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Paul A. Nardozi
Mary Lou McLaughlin

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.

Friday, December 3, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Vincent Paul Sherman
John T. Bello, Sr.

Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:

Saturday, December 4, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Anthony Lee
Barbara Levings Hedgecock

1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….

Sunday, December 5, 2021
5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff
Joseph & John McParland
8:00 a.m.

Melissa Di Novi Nilsen
Barbara Hedgecock

10:00 a.m.

Pietro Nardozi
Peter McCaughey

12:00 noon For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

Pray for Those Who Mourn

