Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying, "I am baptizing you with water, but
one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire." Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good news to the people. — Luke 3:15-16

Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

Parish Mission Statement
To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

Established 1915
45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135
PHONE
FAX
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-4454
(718) 631-1774
www.sta.nyc
info@sta.nyc

Parish Directory
Rev. David J. Dettmer
PASTOR
Deacon Joseph Chu
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER

All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Cantley, S.T.D.
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Anthony Rucando
IN RESIDENCE

Rectory Office Hours & Staff
Monday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Saturday by appointment only
Mrs. Betty Harris
SECRETARY

Mrs. Ann Larkin

ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR

Faith Formation & School of Religion
PHONE
EMAIL

(718) 225-5191
dff@sta.nyc

Mrs. Rose Ruesing
DIRECTOR

Music Ministry
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES
3155
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-3153 (718) 631-

www.dwcaonline.org
dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL

Sacrament of Baptism
All baptisms are private and will be held on Sundays. Please call the Faith
Formation Office at 718-225-5191 to make arrangements. Parents must
complete a Baptism Instruction class and submit a copy of the child's birth
certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies
• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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2021

Christmas Schedule
Sacrament of Penance

New Year’s Day

Monday, December 20, 2021
— Reconciliation Monday
Times for Confession to be announced

Saturday, January 1, 2022
9:00 AM and
5:00 PM Vigil for Sunday

Christmas Eve Mass

Sunday,
January 2, 2022

Friday, December 24, 2021
3:00 PM
5:00 PM

Christmas Midnight Mass
Doors will open at 11:15 PM
St. Anastasia Choristers will sing
Christmas Music before Mass

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25, 2021
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 Noon
(No Evening Mass)

Sunday, Dec. 26, 2021
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 Noon

8:00 AM, 10:00 AM,
and 12:00 Noon

Saint Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Advent Blessing & Prayers
Advent Wreath Blessing And Prayers
The weekly prayers are to be used on each advent Sunday as a new candle is lit to signify the coming of the Lord.
Half way through the season we light the rose candle on the Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete Sunday.

A Blessing
Father in you belong the seasons and the ages for you are the beginning and the end
of all things. As our world enters the darkness of winter we kindle the fire to remind
us that your Son Is our light. Bless us, we pray, with the light and warmth of this
holy season. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Sunday

Father, the day of our salvation draws near; your
light grows steadily around us to pierce the darkness
of our minds and open us to the promise of life. Your
Son, Jesus Christ, comes in our midst in Spirit where once
he came in flesh. Open our eyes that we may see his presence and our ears that we may hear his call in all the events
that fill our lives today. Give us the courage to respond to
him; to carry on the work of service which he has sent us to
accomplish. Give birth to your Son in our lives that through
us he may give life to the world. Amen.

Third Sunday

Father, we celebrate with joy the coming of your Son,
for he has come in our past. We celebrate with hope
the coming of your Son, for he will come again. We
celebrate with peace the coming of your Son, for he is now
in our midst. Help us to uncover and recognize his presence to men and women who touch our lives. Hatred and
selfishness blind our eyes and keep us from bringing him
forth. Free us now from all that stands in his way, that with
a love for each other made genuine and real we might
quicken his coming in our midst. Amen.

Second Sunday

Father, do not turn from us, and do not avoid us now
that we are looking for words to pray to you. if we call
you God, and speak your name, it is because you first
pierced the silence and called us sons and daughters. You
have given us your word that you would not be far from us
whenever we turn to you. And so we cast aside our doubts
and our fears and place our trust in your promise to us.
Father, make us receptive and open as you speak to us;
may we receive the blessing of your peace as we prepare for
the coming of your Son. Amen.

Fourth Sunday

Father, we are struck with wonder at the trust you
have put in us. The work which your Son began by
his coming in now put into our hands to complete.
He longs to come again, but his time is not ripe, we must
bring him forth into the world that is pleasing to him. Until
that time, known only to you, when the heavens will open
and we see him once more, we raise our eyes to you and
ask your blessing while we set our hands to the task you
have given us. Amen.

Come, Long-Expected Jesus
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom and power of Your Father and ours. Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord who enlists me in God's
own work for justice.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world, peace in
my home, peace in myself.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy. I seek His will
so I can serve with gladness, singing and love.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me the joy and love and peace it is right to bring to
the manger of my Lord. Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God who acted there,
hearty gratitude for the life begun there, and spirited resolution to serve the Father and
Son.
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. Amen.

Third Sunday of Advent

Music Ministry

December 12, 2021

Gift Cards for the Giving Tree

Do You Love to Sing?
The St. Anastasia Choir invites
you to join us in singing at the
12pm Mass each Sunday, as well
as holidays and concerts
throughout the year.
Rehearsals are held in the choir
loft each Sunday at 11:30am, so
just come on up and join us - no
audition necessary. Singers of
all ages are welcome!

Spend time with God every day

In Keeping with our annual tradition, the "Gift Card Tree"
will be in the vestibule as of Saturday, November 27th. The
following stores are recommended: Target, Kohls, Walmart,
and CVS drug stores. However we’ll certainly be happy to
accept all gift cards!
In order for us to get these items to the people who need
them on time, please return the gift card to thee church by,
or before, December 15th. Thank You in advance for your
generosity!

Social Ministry

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and surrounding communities. Please look to join us with the following planned projects:
•
•
•
•

Health Fair and Blood Drive
Thanksgiving meals and food drive
Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, Jamaica Estates
Homebound ministry

Leisure Club
On Tuesday, January 11, 2022, the Leisure Club will
resume their weekly meetings in The Parish Center at 1:30
PM. Proof of vaccination is required for all planning to attend.

“All were questioning in their hearts.”
Are you considering a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life?

If you are interested in helping with any of these, please
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc
Also, we are still a drop off site for food scraps. The bin is
located behind the parish center across from the playground. You can drop in fruit, vegetables, eggshells, coffee
and tea grinds, nuts, dried flowers and houseplants. The
site is open all day, seven days a week.

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org
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Vatican.va
Pope Francis: The Pandemic Calls for a Culture of Care
makes the experience of pain and illness possible in an environment that is more welcoming, more human and more capable of humanizing a difficult time in life” that makes people feel “more alone, more misunderstood and more vulnerable." In light of his recent experience in the hospital, Francis
suggests a few simple rules for health care workers in their
endeavor to carry out their service and work in a humane
way. "Look people in the eyes, consider them in their suffering without ever trivializing them," and listening to them so
that "these people can entrust the suffering they live, the difficulties they have to someone." Finally, care "which should
be translated into a way of offering help, support and professional services that is never violent, never predictable and
never mechanical".
2021-12-07 — By Vatican News — The Rome-based OSA
Cooperative that it is active in sustaining home and institutional assistance for those in need, rehabilitation, hospital
services and socio-welfare services, also produces a magazine
informing readers, telling the stories of the people it assists.
It is on these pages that Pope Francis offers a reflection and
an invitation to promote a culture of care.

Tenderness
Highlighting the capacity and the need for “tenderness”, the
Pope says tenderness not only indicates closeness, but
through competence it calls for participation in the concrete
lives of people. “It is a closeness understood as sharing, proximity, care and love. I hope that the great trial we experienced in the pandemic has made us long for a new closeness
among us. A new tenderness.”

We all need a Cyrenian to help carry our Cross

The last question addressed to the Pope concerns pain and
death. Francis emphasizes that even without naming Christ,
it is impossible to ignore His experience. He recalls that often
"speeches, rather than being of help or consolation, procure
even more suffering," it is necessary "not to run away, to remain close" in moments of trial, "before the scandal of innocent pain, the scandal of the pain of a child." We must avoid
the temptation to isolate ourselves, he says because "the
more we suffer, the more we feel we also need a Cyrenian to
help us carry our Cross".

“God always finds a way to make himself present within our
lives, even when we feel he is far away or we feel abandoned.
This is our strength. And even if we don't know it, Easter is
already at work in that darkness. Only with time do we realize that there is a light hidden even in the deepest darkness.
As we wait to realize this, the only way we can go forward is
A focus on children and the elderly
The Pope then turns his attention to children and the elderly, helping each other.”
"the main citizens of existential peripheries," of a society fo"Thank you for what you do,” the Pope concluded, “because
cused on productivity. "Their lives," he says, "are perceived
you help many people going through darkness to not feel
as useless. Instead, he says, “I believe that the generational
alone, to not be discouraged, to be able to live face what they
encounter between children and the elderly must be filled
with a culture that knows how to bring together and integrate could never live and face alone.”
these fragilities." This, Pope Francis explains, "is a question
Pope Francis’ Birthday, Friday, December 17
of humanity".
Born December 17, 1936
Only when we will go back to caring, above all, for those on
the margins, will we give a sign of true change, he adds.
“When we work so that there will no longer be a generational
conflict, so that we may find the courage to be together, the
young and the old, only then will we experience a new quality
of living in society.”

Looking, listening and caring

The OSA Cooperative assists people at home, in the intimacy
of their homes. For the Pope, the home "is not simply a place,
it is above all a relationship" that provides strength with
which to face trials. "This does not mean," Francis explains,
"that health care facilities are useless, but they must become
the last resort in the experience of illness and suffering.” He
praises the work carried out by OSA operators "because it
Pope celebrates his Birthday in 2018 (AFP or licensors)
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Electronic Giving
We prayerfully
request that you
consider signing
up for e-giving
from your computer, smartphone
or tablet. Make a
recurring donation or a one time
gift.
Your generous online donations will help sustain ministries that reflect God’s love.
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. Anastasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support It is genuinely appreciated.

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.
God Bless You!

Pray the Rosary

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary
before the 8:30 AM Daily Mass.

Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church.
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Reflections
When Was Jesus Born?
We don’t have a birth certificate for Jesus. In fact, the gospels are silent as to the date of Christ’s birth. The two gospels that do speak about the year contradict each other.
Matthew 2:1 states that Jesus was born “in the days of King
Herod,” who died in March or April of the year that we
would call 4 BC. Luke 2:2 states that Jesus was born when
Quirinius was governor of Syria, that is, not until the year
that we would call 6 AD. So we don’t know scientifically the
year of the Savior’s birth.
What about the date—December 25? It’s possible that this
is Jesus’ birthday. We know that some churches kept December 25 as the solemn feast of the nativity very early on.
Maybe they knew something that we don’t. Some think that
there are other reasons why December 25 has been kept as
Jesus’ birthday at least since the year 336.
Some scholars think that Christians began celebrating the
birth of Christ on December 25 because it was the pagan
feast of the Unconquered Sun, proclaimed by the Roman
emperor in the year 274. According to the calendar at the
time, December 25 would have been the winter solstice, the
shortest day of the year, when hours of sunlight stop
“shrinking.” (December 21 is the solstice on modern calendars.) Since Christians knew that Jesus was truly the Unconquered Sun of Justice, what better day to feast his birth
in the flesh?
Another group of scholars think that the early Christians
thought: “The gospels say nothing of Christ’s birthday, but
John the Baptist, as usual, points to the truth. He says
‘Christ must increase, but I must decrease.’ (John 3:30)
Now we can figure out Jesus’ birthday!” John the Baptist
was hinting that his birthday was the summer solstice—the
longest and brightest day of the year—June 25 on the old
calendar. (In fact, we still celebrate the birth of the Baptist
on June 24!) After all, John is the brightest and strongest of
the prophets to foretell Christ’s coming. So this means that
John would have been conceived on September 25. Being a
holy saint, he would have been in Elizabeth’s womb for exactly nine months. Luke 1:26 tells us that John was conceived six months prior to Jesus. So Jesus was conceived on
March 25. Being the Son of God, Christ is the perfect human being, so of course he was in Mary’s womb exactly
nine months, and thus born on December 25.
Sadly, there are still those today who won’t believe that Jesus even existed until they see some kind of birth certificate. But we who are baptized are open to other ways of
knowing truths bigger than official documents and laboratory evidence can tell. We learn in our liturgy to sense divine action in human history. We know that we can trust
our church calendar, waiting in Advent, rejoicing at Christmas, joyfully celebrating God in the flesh—our flesh—born
into our world, redeeming even our calendars, giving us
holidays to cherish. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord!
Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800
North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622 1101; 1 800 933 1800; www.ltp.org.
Text by David Philippart and Gabe Huck. Art by Luba Lukova. All rights reserved.
Used with permission.

Saint Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Third Sunday of Advent

December 12, 2021

Saint Anastasia Parish

Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign In
3. Enter your email
4. Click the link in your email
5. You're in! No more passwords!
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Registering on FORMED is easy!
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish
3. Enter your name and email
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Rev. George J. Lutjen
December 11 — 18, 2021

Prayer Intentions
Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are
sick and all those who have died.

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
December 2021
Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of
God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:
1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, December 12, 2021
5:00 p.m. Vigil Umberto Savocchi
Arcangela , Andrea, & Gino Casagrande
8:00 a.m.

For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

10:00 a.m.

Paul A. Nardozi
Umberto Savocchi

12:00 noon Debra Palmieri
Antoinette Pasquarosa
Monday, December 13, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Yolanda, Giuseppe , and Jerry Semetelli
Tuesday, December 14, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Martha Ferraro
Clara Randazzo
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Paul A. Nardozi
Otto Cerruti
Thursday, December 16, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Timothy Larkin
Marco de Rege
Friday, December 17, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Anthony Cerulli
Kelly J. Winter
Saturday, December 18, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Alma Valentini
Cherry Rico
Sunday, December 19, 2021
5:00 p.m. Vigil Umberto Savocchi
Angelina & Joseph Locetta
8:00 a.m.

Paul Doran
Durso

10:00 a.m.

For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

12:00 noon Paul & Pietro Nardozi
Kevin Wuerz

O Lord Jesus,
I rejoice at the signs
that say you are near.

