Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town
of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
cried out in a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to
me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would
be fulfilled." — Luke 1:39-45
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Parish Mission Statement
To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

Established 1915
45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135
PHONE
FAX
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-4454
(718) 631-1774
www.sta.nyc
info@sta.nyc

Parish Directory
Rev. David J. Dettmer
PASTOR
Deacon Joseph Chu
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER

All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Cantley, S.T.D.
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Anthony Rucando
IN RESIDENCE

Rectory Office Hours & Staff
Monday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Saturday by appointment only
Mrs. Betty Harris
SECRETARY

Mrs. Ann Larkin

ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR

Faith Formation & School of Religion
PHONE
EMAIL

(718) 225-5191
dff@sta.nyc

Mrs. Rose Ruesing
DIRECTOR

Music Ministry
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES
3155
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-3153 (718) 631-

www.dwcaonline.org
dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL

Sacrament of Baptism
All baptisms are private and will be held on Sundays. Please call the Faith
Formation Office at 718-225-5191 to make arrangements. Parents must
complete a Baptism Instruction class and submit a copy of the child's birth
certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies
• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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2021

Christmas Schedule
Sacrament of Penance

New Year’s Day

Monday, December 20, 2021
— Reconciliation Monday
Times for Confession to be announced

Saturday, January 1, 2022
9:00 AM and
5:00 PM Vigil for Sunday

Christmas Eve Mass

Sunday,
January 2, 2022

Friday, December 24, 2021
3:00 PM
5:00 PM

Christmas Midnight Mass
Doors will open at 11:15 PM
St. Anastasia Choristers will sing
Christmas Music before Mass

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25, 2021
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 Noon
(No Evening Mass)

Sunday, Dec. 26, 2021
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 Noon

8:00 AM, 10:00 AM,
and 12:00 Noon

Saint Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Advent Blessing & Prayers
Advent Wreath Blessing And Prayers
The weekly prayers are to be used on each advent Sunday as a new candle is lit to signify the coming of the Lord.
Half way through the season we light the rose candle on the Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete Sunday.

A Blessing
Father in you belong the seasons and the ages for you are the beginning and the end
of all things. As our world enters the darkness of winter we kindle the fire to remind
us that your Son Is our light. Bless us, we pray, with the light and warmth of this
holy season. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Sunday

Father, the day of our salvation draws near; your
light grows steadily around us to pierce the darkness
of our minds and open us to the promise of life. Your
Son, Jesus Christ, comes in our midst in Spirit where once
he came in flesh. Open our eyes that we may see his presence and our ears that we may hear his call in all the events
that fill our lives today. Give us the courage to respond to
him; to carry on the work of service which he has sent us to
accomplish. Give birth to your Son in our lives that through
us he may give life to the world. Amen.

Third Sunday

Father, we celebrate with joy the coming of your Son,
for he has come in our past. We celebrate with hope
the coming of your Son, for he will come again. We
celebrate with peace the coming of your Son, for he is now
in our midst. Help us to uncover and recognize his presence to men and women who touch our lives. Hatred and
selfishness blind our eyes and keep us from bringing him
forth. Free us now from all that stands in his way, that with
a love for each other made genuine and real we might
quicken his coming in our midst. Amen.

Second Sunday

Father, do not turn from us, and do not avoid us now
that we are looking for words to pray to you. if we call
you God, and speak your name, it is because you first
pierced the silence and called us sons and daughters. You
have given us your word that you would not be far from us
whenever we turn to you. And so we cast aside our doubts
and our fears and place our trust in your promise to us.
Father, make us receptive and open as you speak to us;
may we receive the blessing of your peace as we prepare for
the coming of your Son. Amen.

Fourth Sunday

Father, we are struck with wonder at the trust you
have put in us. The work which your Son began by
his coming in now put into our hands to complete.
He longs to come again, but his time is not ripe, we must
bring him forth into the world that is pleasing to him. Until
that time, known only to you, when the heavens will open
and we see him once more, we raise our eyes to you and
ask your blessing while we set our hands to the task you
have given us. Amen.

Come, Long-Expected Jesus
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom and power of Your Father and ours. Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord who enlists me in God's
own work for justice.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world, peace in
my home, peace in myself.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy. I seek His will
so I can serve with gladness, singing and love.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me the joy and love and peace it is right to bring to
the manger of my Lord. Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God who acted there,
hearty gratitude for the life begun there, and spirited resolution to serve the Father and
Son.
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. Amen.
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Gift Cards for the Giving Tree

Do You Love to Sing?
The St. Anastasia Choir invites
you to join us in singing at the
12pm Mass each Sunday, as well
as holidays and concerts
throughout the year.
Rehearsals are held in the choir
loft each Sunday at 11:30am, so
just come on up and join us - no
audition necessary. Singers of
all ages are welcome!

Spend time with God every day

In Keeping with our annual tradition, the "Gift Card Tree"
will be in the vestibule as of Saturday, November 27th. The
following stores are recommended: Target, Kohls, Walmart,
and CVS drug stores. However we’ll certainly be happy to
accept all gift cards!
In order for us to get these items to the people who need
them on time, please return the gift card to thee church by,
or before, December 15th. Thank You in advance for your
generosity!

Social Ministry

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and surrounding communities. Please look to join us with the following planned projects:
•
•
•
•

Health Fair and Blood Drive
Thanksgiving meals and food drive
Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, Jamaica Estates
Homebound ministry

Leisure Club
On Tuesday, January 11, 2022, the Leisure Club will
resume their weekly meetings in The Parish Center at 1:30
PM. Proof of vaccination is required for all planning to attend.

“It is by God's will that we have been sanctified.”
How is God calling you to grow in holiness? Is He
inviting you to the priesthood, diaconate or consecrated life?

If you are interested in helping with any of these, please
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc
Also, we are still a drop off site for food scraps. The bin is
located behind the parish center across from the playground. You can drop in fruit, vegetables, eggshells, coffee
and tea grinds, nuts, dried flowers and houseplants. The
site is open all day, seven days a week.

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org

Saint Anastasia Parish
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Electronic Giving
We prayerfully
request that you
consider signing
up for e-giving
from your computer, smartphone
or tablet. Make a
recurring donation or a one time
gift.
Your generous online donations will help sustain ministries that reflect God’s love.
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. Anastasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support It is genuinely appreciated.

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.
God Bless You!

Pray the Rosary

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary
before the 8:30 AM Daily Mass.

Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church.

December 19, 2021

Reflections
Our Winter Passover
The heart of our faith is the passion, death and resurrection
of Jesus, and the fact that what happened to Jesus is our
destiny, too. We, too, in various ways and over time, will
suffer, die and be raised up — all in the arms of a God who
loves us. This is what we call the paschal mystery. We celebrate the paschal mystery every Sunday, and in a most important way once a year, in spring around the time of the
Jewish Passover, when we baptize, confirm and welcome to
the eucharist new believers at Easter. But did you know
that even as we celebrate Jesus’ birth in the flesh, we are in
fact celebrating the paschal mystery? Have you ever noticed
how Christmas is actually a second Easter, our winter Passover?
There are hints all over the gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth.
When the baby is born, he is wrapped in swaddling clothes;
when the man dies, he is wrapped in a shroud. The newborn is laid in the manger, the feeding trough of animals.
The man grows up to teach us, “I am the bread of life. If you
eat of my flesh and drink of my blood, you will live forever.”
Angels herald his birth, and angels announce his resurrection to the three women. A star shines over the baby in the
manger; the sun hides its face as the man hangs on the
cross. And perhaps most ominously of all, the magi — those
mysterious strangers — bring gifts that seem sentimental
and sweet to us today: gold, frankincense and myrrh. But
when this story would have first been told, the original
hearers might have been puzzled or even horrified, for
these were things people brought to a deathbed: gold coins
to put in the mouth (as a sign of paying for the soul to take
the ferry across the river of death), frankincense to burn (to
cover the odors, and as a sign of the soul ascending), and
myrrh to embalm. (Recall that the three women come to
the tomb on Easter morning with a mixture of myrrh and
aloes.)
And if there wasn’t enough blood in the childbirth, recall
that after Jesus is born, the Holy Family must flee into exile
in Egypt to escape Herod, who slaughters in cold blood all
the innocent baby boys of Bethlehem. As an adult, Jesus
will right this wrong by shedding his blood on the cross for
us all. But note that to protect Jesus, Mary and Joseph take
him into Egypt, just as their ancestors had fled there centuries before to escape starvation and find the other Joseph,
the son of Jacob. So Jesus ends up living as a refugee and
an exile, just as his people had done. And just as they had
crossed the River Jordan to enter the promised land after
the first Passover, the adult Jesus is baptized in that same
river as he begins his ministry that reaches its high point at
Passover.
So Merry Christmas — and Happy Easter, too. Glory in
heaven and peace on earth, now and forever!
Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications,
1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800;
www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. Art by Steve Erspamer, sm. All
rights reserved. Used with permission.
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Vatican.va
Pope: During Advent, Ask What We Should Do
for Jesus and Others

In conclusion, he encouraged everyone to think concretely
about what we can do, small or big, in our own lives as we
prepare for Christmas. This could mean visiting someone
2021-12-12 — By Vatican News — During the Angelus on
who is alone, helping the elderly or the ill, or serving the poor
this Third Sunday of Advent, Pope Francis greeted the many or someone in need. It may also mean asking for forgiveness
pilgrims present, including many families with their children, for our mistakes, paying a debt, clarifying a misunderstandwho brought little statuettes of the Child Jesus to be blessed ing, or praying more. We can all find something concrete to
on this day, known as "Bambinelli Sunday". Saint Pope Paul do, the Pope emphasized, adding, "May the Blessed Mother
VI started this tradition over fifty years ago.
help us!"
Speaking from the window of the Apostolic Palace overlooking the Square, Pope Francis greeted the children present,
wishing them and their families a blessed Christmas. He
blessed the figurines of the Child Jesus they brought with
them to be placed in their Christmas nativity scenes back
home.

Pope Praises "Dignity" of French Bishops
in Tackling Abuse Crisis

2021-12-14 — By Cyprien Viet — During a press briefing
held at the French Seminary in Rome, members of the presidency of the Bishops' Conference of France noted that their
He also offered special greetings to pilgrims from Latin
Monday meeting with Pope Francis was an annual custom, in
America present in St. Peter's Square as part of a group dedi- order to report on the work of their recent plenary assembly.
cated to Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose feast is celebrated
annually on December 12. He also greeted all those from
This year, the bishops, who met in Lourdes from 2 to 8 NoCaritas Internationalis celebrating their 70th anniversary,
vember, focused in particular on the CIASE report. Its publiand praised their work helping the most vulnerable in the
cation on 5 October caused shock in France, particularly with
world, especially those affected by environmental degradation. the survey that showed there have been 330,000 victims of
sexual violence within the Catholic Church since 1950.

What should we do?

Before leading the recitation of the Angelus, the Pope reflected on today's Gospel reading, which recounts John the Baptist responding to those who come to him asking how to
change their lives for the better, since their hearts were
touched by the Lord. It reflects an enthusiasm for the Lord's
coming and a desire to prepare themselves concretely for this
joyous, life-changing experience. In the same way, we too
should ask ourselves what we should do within our own lives,
the Pope suggested, and reflect on what we are called to do
and become.

Each of us has a mission to accomplish

The question of what we are to do recalls that "life has a task
for us", the Pope said. It is not something left to chance, but
rather, "It is a gift that the Lord grants us", since He asks to
discover ourselves and "to work hard to make the dream that
is your life come true". We all have a mission to accomplish,
he explained, and we should not be afraid to ask the Lord this
question often: What can we do for the Lord, and what can
we for ourselves, our brothers and sisters, the Pope asked,
and how can this be translated concretely into contributing to
the good of the Church and society? Advent is the time we
need "to stop and ask ourselves how to prepare for Christmas", what we should do for Jesus and others.

Faith is incarnated in concrete actions

John the Baptist, in responding to those who ask him "what
should we do?", gives each person a very concrete reply to
their life situation. And this offers a precious teaching, the
Pope said, that "faith is incarnated in concrete life", touching
us personally and transforming our lives.

Bishop Éric de Moulins-Beaufort, President of the Bishops'
Conference, explained that the French bishops experienced a
"conversion" during this assembly in Lourdes, and Bishop
Olivier Leborgne even spoke of a "spiritual adventure", which
led the bishops to put listening to and caring for victims at
the centre of their approach. This includes assuming institutional responsibility over and above individual failures.

A "dignified" attitude
During the press briefing, the President of Bishops' Conference explained that in their meeting on Monday in the Vatican, "the Pope underlined the dignity of our attitude and our
way of taking into account the CIASE report, and he encouraged us to continue to do so in a synodal manner." The report
therefore remains a valid basis for work, despite the recent
controversies.
The Pope, who will receive the Head of the Commission leading the investigation, Jean-Marc Sauvé, at a date yet to be
determined, showed interest in certain elements that the
bishops were able to explain to him directly, in particular
historical data on the way in which the Church of France
used to deal with "problem priests".
More specific and current aspects of the treatment of abuse
of minors were also discussed during the Bishops' meetings
with Cardinal Ouellet (Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops) and Cardinal Braz de Aviz (Prefect of the Congregation
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic
Life), who had been made aware of the CIASE report.
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Vatican.va Cont...
With regard to the other European countries, some rather
informal exchanges took place. An upcoming meeting in January between the French Bishops' Conference and the presidencies of the bishops' conferences of Germany and Switzerland will allow for an exchange of experience, with other surveys carried out using a different methodology.

who help consecrated men and women keep alive the
memory of their free gift and look to the future with confidence.
When one loses the memory of one’s history, one’s institution, of the wonders that God has done in the Church, in our
institute, in my life, the Pope said, we lose strength and we
will not be able to give life.

In his exchange with the heads of the French Bishops' Conference, the Pope himself referred back to the meeting of the
episcopates in February 2019, and is determined to "do all
Discernment and accompaniment
the work necessary" to tackle the evil at its roots, at the global Their service, Pope Francis said can be summed up in dislevel.
cernment and accompaniment. Dealing with multiple and
often complex situations is the serious and patient work of
The challenge for the bishops is to live a "spiritual journey"
discernment, which, he said, can only be carried out within
and "place themselves before the Lord", assuming their rethe horizon of faith and prayer.
sponsibilities "before the victims and before Christ".
They have to accompany especially communities of recent
Resignation of Bishop Aupetit
foundation, which are also more exposed to the risk of selfWith regard to the recent resignation of Archbishop Michel
reference. An essential criterion for discernment is the ability
Aupetit, now Archbishop Emeritus of Paris, "the Pope confid- of a community to integrate itself into the life of the Holy
ed to us his sadness at having had to take this decision," con- People of God for the good of all. “Consecrated life,” the Pope
sidering that "the climate that had been created no longer
pointed out, “is born in the Church, it grows and can bear
allowed him to govern."
evangelical fruit only in the Church, in the living communion
of the faithful People of God.”
Pope Francis expressed "his esteem for the pastoral reaction
of Archbishop Aupetit" and ironically referred to "the beauti- The Holy Father called on the Congregation, communities,
ful souls who cry out, without accepting that bishops can be
and local Churches to be attentive to certain factors in the
sinners", an attitude which contrasts with that of "the people process of discerning and accompanying.
of God who pray, who suffer," added Bishop de MoulinsBeaufort.
Founders, abuse of power
They must watch out against founders who sometimes tend
to be self-referential, regarding themselves to be the sole custodians or interpreters of the charism, as if they were above
Pope: Consecrated Life Is the “Gospel”
the Church. They must be attentive to the pastoral care of
for Today’s World
vocations and the formation imparted to candidates. They
2021-12-11 — By Robin Gomes — “Everything we do is at
must find out how the service of authority is exercised, the
the service of the Gospel, and you, in particular, serve that
duration of mandates, the accumulation, and abuse of power
'gospel' which is consecrated life, so that it may be the gospel and authority in a community.
for the world today.” Pope Francis made the remark to some
60 members of the Vatican Congregation for Institutes of
In the process of approving new institutes, forms of conseConsecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, at the end of crated life, or communities, Pope Francis exhorted the Contheir plenary assembly. He expressed his closeness to all
gregation to collaborate with diocesan bishops. This will help
those who believe in the future of consecrated life.
avoid the inappropriate creation of institutes without suffi-

God’s gratuitous gift
The Holy Father recalled that when Saint John Paul II convoked the 1994 Synod on consecrated life, it was a difficult
time for the Church, with new experiences that did not always have positive results and the number of vocations was
in decline in certain areas, which continues even today. Nevertheless, he noted, hope prevailed and continues to prevail,
founded on the beauty of the gift that consecrated life is.

cient motivation or adequate vigour.

@PONTIFEX

As we draw near to #Christmas, let us learn from
Saint Joseph how to cultivate spaces for silence in
“This is what is decisive: focusing on God's gift, on the gratui- which another Word can emerge, that of the Holy
tousness of His call, on the transforming power of His Word
Spirit who dwells in us. #GeneralAudience
and His Spirit,” the Holy Father stressed. He encouraged the
Congregation, the various institutes, and particular Churches
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Registering on FORMED is easy!
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2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish
3. Enter your name and email
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Dolores M. Murphy and Stanley Gambeski
December 18 — 25, 2021

Prayer Intentions
Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are
sick and all those who have died.

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
December 2021
Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of
God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, December 19, 2021
5:00 p.m. Vigil Umberto Savocchi
Angelina & Joseph Locetta
8:00 a.m.

Paul Doran
Durso

10:00 a.m.

For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

12:00 noon Paul & Pietro Nardozi
Kevin Wuerz
Monday, December 20, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Frank G. Bilz
Tammy Tam Kelly
Tuesday, December 21, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Elizabeth Bilz
Umberto & Nancy Savocchi
Wednesday, December 22, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Bridget & Michael Shalley
William S. Ferry
Thursday, December 23, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Ann & Eugene Ferguson
Christian & Katrina Atienza (Living)

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:
1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

Friday, December 24, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Klara Deuber
Dolores Murphy
Christmas Eve Schedule
Saturday, December 25, 2021
See Page 3 for Christmas Day Schedule
Sunday, December 26, 2021
No Vigil -- See Page 3 for Christmas Day Schedule
8:00 a.m.

Thomas Larkin

10:00 a.m.

Clara Randazzo
Paul A. Nardozi

12:00 noon For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….

O Lord Jesus,
I rejoice at the signs
that say you are near.

