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Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: “Today this 
Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke 
highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his mouth. They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of 
Joseph?” He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this prov-

erb, ‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, ‘Do here in your native place the things 
that we heard were done in Capernaum.’” And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no 
prophet is accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell you, there were 
many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was closed for three 
and a half years and a severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to 
none of these that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the 
land of Sidon. Again, there were many lepers in Israel during the time of Eli-
sha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syri-
an.” When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with 
fury. They rose up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the 
hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him down headlong. But Jesus 
passed through the midst of them and went away. — Luke 4:21-30 

Jesus Passed Through an Angry Crowd 

Trying to Throw Him off a Cliff 

https://www.sta.nyc/


Parish Membership 
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be 
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.  
 
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if 
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should 
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address, 
please notify the Rectory by mail. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
All baptisms are private and will be held on Sundays.  Please call the Faith 
Formation Office at 718-225-5191 to make arrangements.  Parents must 
complete a Baptism Instruction class and submit a copy of the child's birth 
certificate. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM. 
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of 
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacra-
mental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing. 

 

Liturgies 
Weekend Masses 

• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday 
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon 
 

Weekday Masses 

• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church 
 

Holy Days and Special Liturgies 

• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and 
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office 

 
Devotions 

• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass 
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday. 

Parish Directory 
  

Rev. David J. Dettmer 
PASTOR 
 
Deacon Joseph Chu 
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER  
  
Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Cantley, S.T.D. 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Anthony Rucando 
IN RESIDENCE 
 

Rectory Office Hours & Staff 
Monday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 
Saturday by appointment only 

   
Mrs. Betty Harris 
SECRETARY 

  
Mrs. Ann Larkin 
ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Faith Formation & School of Religion 
PHONE  (718) 225-5191 
EMAIL  dff@sta.nyc 
  
Mrs. Rose Ruesing 
DIRECTOR  
  

Music Ministry 
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin 
DIRECTOR  
  

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy  

45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way) 
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134 
  

PHONES      (718) 631-3153  (718) 631-
3155 
WEB SITE     www.dwcaonline.org 
EMAIL      dwisdom@dwcaonline.org 
  

Mrs. Miriam Bonici 
PRINCIPAL  

Parish Mission Statement 
 

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as 

a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice. 
 

All are welcome! 
 

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;  

NO MATTER your family situation;  

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith; 

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;  

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;  

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia 

45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way) 
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135 
 

PHONE  (718) 631-4454 
FAX            (718) 631-1774 
WEB SITE    www.sta.nyc 
EMAIL     info@sta.nyc 

Established 1915 
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Reflections 
Saint Blaise Blessing 

Thursday, February 3, 2022 

Sickness and suffering are mys-
teries that confront most Chris-
tians at some time in their lives. 
Believers cherish the stories of 
Jesus’ tender concern for the 
poor and sick who sought to find 
relief and meaning in their 
struggles. The flesh-and-blood 
example of a long line of Chris-
tian witnesses whose faith sus-
tained them in time of trial of-
fers us hope when shadows 
darken our lives. Saint Blaise 
was such a person. 
 
Blaise served as bishop of Armenia in the fourth century. 
Little is known about his life, but tradition tells us that he 
saved a small boy from choking on a fish bone. Because of 
this, his help is sought for those who are sick, especially 
those who are afflicted with illnesses of the throat. On Feb-
ruary 3, the feast of Saint Blaise, the church continues its 
ministry to the sick with the blessing of throats. 
 
This blessing, which can take place either after the homily 
at Mass or as part of a liturgy of the word, invokes God’s 
healing and protection. Two blessed candles, joined in the 
form of a cross, are placed around the throat of each person 
seeking a blessing. The minister then prays, “Through the 
intercession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God 
deliver you from every disease of the throat and from every 
other illness: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.” Humbled by physical weakness and hu-
man limitations, we acknowledge our faith in God’s protec-
tive love for all who call upon God’s name. 
 
Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Train-
ing Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago 
IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by Kathy Luty. Art 
by Chuck Ludeke. 

Pray the Rosary 
The Family That Prays Together  

Stays Together. 

— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton 
 
Rise and Shine: Please 
join us at 7:52 a.m. for the 
Rosary before the 8:30 
AM Daily Mass. 
 
Afternoon Prayer: We 
will recite the Rosary (or 
another devotion) each 
Tuesday afternoon at 4pm 
in the Church. 
 
 

Knit or Crochet? 
We have a knitting and Cro-
chet group meeting each 
Wednesday morning, 10:00 
AM - 12:00 Noon, at the 
Parish Center. If you would 
like to stop by and join, you 
are welcome! This group has 
produced many beautiful 

items for children and adults in need. It is a chance to use 
your talents for good and meet new friends.  
 
 

Leisure Club 
Due to COVID Conditions and unpredictable winter weath-
er, the Leisure Club meetings will resume Tuesday, March 
1, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. 
 

Before you were born, I consecrated you. 
Do you think that you may be set apart by the 
Lord to serve Him as a priest, deacon or in the 

consecrated life? 

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454  
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org 

The Presentation  

of the Lord Feast 
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 

 

Luke 2:22 
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Pope: Be Transformed by the Word of God 
2022-01-23 — By Vatican 
News — Sunday's Gospel 
recounts when Jesus be-
gan his preaching at the 
synagogue in Nazareth 
where he grew up" and 
proclaimed the message in 
the prophet Isaiah of con-
solation and liberation for 
the poor and oppressed: 
"Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled." Speaking 
on the Gospel reading, 
Pope Francis said the 
"today" pronounced by 
the Lord "runs through all 
ages and always remains 
valid."  

Anointing of the Holy Spirit 
The Pope described how people were moved by Jesus' words 
and realized there is something more here, but they were 
clouded by their own ideas and prejudices. What they were 
witnessing was this anointing of the Holy Spirit as Jesus "fills 
with meaning" by the power of the Spirit, the Pope explained. 
And when our own sermons remaining generic or abstract, 
even if well-written and delivered, they often do not touch 
the soul or the life of people because they need this 
"anointing of the Spirit." Without this, he said, our preaching 
risks impoverishing the Word of God, presenting the Gospel 
as something outside of time or an abstract idea. He said our 
preaching instead must flow from the anointing of the Spirit 
and the experience of this "today of Jesus," recalled in today's 
Gospel.  
 

Sunday of the Word of God 
Expressing his gratitude to all those who proclaim and teach 
the Gospel, especially on this Sunday of the Word of God, 
Pope Francis encouraged everyone to pray for all in this min-
istry so that they may be full of the Spirit "that makes the 
Scriptures come alive," noting how the Word of God is always 
"alive and effective", comforting and changing us, while guid-
ing our daily lives. 
 

Read the Gospel every day 
In conclusion, the Pope underlined how the Word of God 
"transforms an ordinary day into the today in which God 
speaks to us," encouraging everyone to keep a Gospel within 
reach, and to calmly read and re-read a small passage every 
day. In time, he said, we will see how these words are speak-
ing directly to us and help us lead a better and more peaceful 
life. "Because when the Gospel enters into today’s world, it 
fills it with God," he added, and by continually familiarizing 
ourselves with the Gospel, "it will bring us the newness and 
joy of God." 

“The Word of God is also the beacon that guides the syn-
odal journey that has begun throughout the Church. As 
we strive to listen to each other, with attention and dis-
cernment, let us listen together to the Word of God and 
the Holy Spirit. May Our Lady obtain for us the constan-
cy to nourish ourselves with the Gospel every day.” 

 
At the conclusion of the Angelus, Pope Francis recalled yes-
terday's beatification, in San Salvador, of Jesuit Father Ru-
tilio Grande García and two lay companions, and Franciscan 
Father Cosme Spessotto, martyrs for the faith. The Pope 
praised their witness in standing by the poor, bearing witness 
to the Gospel, to truth, and to justice, even to the point of 
shedding their own blood. He prayed that their heroic exam-
ple might bring forth in everyone the desire to give coura-
geous witness to fraternity and peace, asking everyone in the 
Square to give their applause to the new Blesseds. 
 
The Pope also called for a day of prayer for peace on Wednes-
day 26 January expressing his concern over the increasing 
tensions over the Ukraine situation. 
 
Finally, he recalled that in this Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity he has accepted a widely supported proposal and pro-
claimed St Irenaeus of Lyon a Doctor of the Universal 
Church. He said the teaching of this shepherd saint and 
teacher is like a bridge between East and West, and this is 
why we call him a Doctor of Unity, Doctor Unitatis. He asked 
that the Lord grant us, through his intercession, to work all 
together for the full unity of Christians.  
 
 
 

Pope: Never Repeat Unspeakable Cruelty  

of Holocaust 
2022-01-26 — By Devin Watkins —  

“This unspeakable cruelty must never be repeated.” 
 
Pope Francis made that appeal at the end of the Wednesday 
General Audience, one day before the world dedicates a day 
to recalling the horrors of the Holocaust, also known as the 
Shoah. 
 
The International Holocaust Remembrance Day is held on 
the date of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death 
camp on 27 January 1945. 
 
The Pope said the world must remember the “extermination 
of millions of Jews, people of various nationalities and reli-
gious faiths.” 
 
He lamented the genocide of around 6 million of Europe’s 
Jews, or two-thirds of the continent’s Jewish population, at 
the hands of the Nazi regime. 
 

Vatican.VA 
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“This is a suffering people. They have suffered hunger 
and great cruelty, and they deserve peace.” 

 

Teaching younger generations 
Pope Francis also appealed to everyone, but especially to 
“educators and families, so that they might engender in 
younger generations the awareness of the horrors of this 
dark page in human history.” 
 

“It must never be forgotten, so that we can build a fu-
ture in which human dignity is never again trampled 
upon.” 

 

‘So much cruelty’ 
Pope Francis visited the ruins of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp in 2016, where the Catholic priest St. 
Maximillian Kolbe was killed, along with 1.1 million oth-
ers. 
 
The Pope spoke no words on that occasion, but only em-
braced several of the camp’s survivors. 
 
He wrote his prayer in Spanish in the Book of Honor: 
 

“Señor ten piedad de tu pueblo. Señor, perdón por tan-
ta crueldad! Lord, have mercy on your people. Lord, 
forgive so much cruelty!”   

Vatican.VA Cont... 
 

Social Ministry 

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and sur-
rounding communities.  Please look to join us with the fol-
lowing planned projects: 
 
• Health Fair and Blood Drive 
• Thanksgiving meals and food drive 
• Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Im-

maculate Conception, Jamaica Estates 
• Homebound ministry 
 
If you are interested in helping with any of these, please 
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc 
 
Also, we are still a drop off site for food scraps.  The bin is 
located behind the parish center across from the play-
ground.  You can drop in fruit, vegetables, eggshells, coffee 
and tea grinds, nuts, dried flowers and houseplants.  The 
site is open all day, seven days a week. 

Electronic Giving 

We prayerfully 
request that you 
consider signing 
up for e-giving 
from your com-
puter, smartphone 
or tablet. Make a 
recurring dona-
tion or a one time 
gift.  
 
Your generous online donations will help sustain min-
istries that reflect God’s love.  
 
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. An-
astasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your 
generosity and continued support It is genuinely ap-
preciated. 
 

 
Sign up today by visiting 
faith.direct/NY28, or  

text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family. 

God Bless You! 

The Pope walks in the former Auschwitz death camp 

Today I ask you to pray for peace in #Ukraine: 
Let us ask the Lord to grant that the country may 

grow in the spirit of brotherhood, and that  
divisions will be overcome. May the prayers that 

today rise up to heaven touch the minds and 
hearts of world leaders. 

@PONTIFEX    

faith.direct/NY28
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2022-01-20 — By Vatican News — Addressing Italy's Na-
tional Association of Building Contractors in the Vatican on 
Thursday, Pope Francis noted that their meeting, marking 
the association's 75th anniversary, was "an occasion to recall 
a history that goes back to the post-World War II period in 
Italy". In fact, he continued, the National Association of 
Building Contractors was founded in 1946 as an entrepre-
neurial association representing Italian companies of all sizes 
operating in the construction sector.  
 

Values that inspire workers 
Pope Francis noted that for this sector, too, this is a difficult 
time. "In these times it is important to draw on the motiva-
tions, the fundamental choices". Pope Francis went on to 
share some of the teachings of the Gospel which, he said, can 
help members in their work". He described it as a "Christian 
interpretation" of the values that inspire their organization: 
competition and transparency; responsibility and sustaina-
bility; and ethics, legality and security. 
 
The Pope noted that the Gospel testifies that Jesus, in His 
preaching, also used the metaphor of construction to convey 
his messages. For example, in Luke's Gospel "Jesus exposes 
the hypocritical and lazy behaviour of those who only talk 
without doing. Showing the wisdom of the building engineer, 
he compares the charlatans to those who build houses on 
sandy ground without foundations". 
 
Of course, Jesus is not thinking of great buildings, added the 
Pope, "but he points out that these constructions are built by 
the river, while the good builder knows that at the first flood 
such a house is destined to be swept away". 
 
Pope Francis continued by explaining that this parable, 
"continues with the other side of the coin": "Whoever comes 
to me and listens to my words and puts them into practice 
[...] is like a man who, building a house, has dug very deep 
and laid a foundation on the rock" (vv. 47-48). The Pope not-
ed that this image becomes even more interesting when we 
think that such a builder also defended the house from possi-
ble future floods.  
 

Competition and transparency 
Pope Francis then discussed the values he had previously 
mentioned, beginning with those of "competition and trans-
parency".  
 
He noted that "competition alone is not enough", as it de-
ludes one into thinking that one can win over the other or 
that the defeat of the other is to be factored into the econom-
ic performance. When this happens, the Pope continued, "it 
undermines the social fabric of trust that allows the market 
itself to function properly". Competition must be an incentive 
to do one's work well and to improve, rather than being a 
desire for domination and exclusion. This is why transparen-
cy in decision-making processes and economic choices is es-

sential, continued the Pope. "It makes it possible to avoid 
unfair competition, which in the economic and labour 
spheres often means job losses, support for undeclared work, 
or underpaid work", he explained. 
 

Responsibility and sustainability 
The Pope then went on to speak of "responsibility and sus-
tainability". "Never before have we heard so much talk about 
sustainability", said the Pope, explaining that "it involves the 
regenerative capacity of every ecosystem". In the building 
sector, it is essential to use materials that offer people safety; 
yet at the same time, he said, "we must avoid exploiting the 
environment by cooperating in making certain particularly 
exploited territories unviable".  
 

Ethics, legality and safety 
Finally, Pope Francis turned to "ethics, legality, and safety". 
He noted that last year, "too many people died at work". They 
are not numbers, stressed the Pope, but real people. Con-
struction sites, too, "have seen tragedies that we cannot ig-
nore", but unfortunately, if we look at safety in the workplace 
as a cost, we are starting from the wrong assumption, 
stressed the Pope. 
 
He explained that people are the real wealth, and that with-
out them there is no working community, no business, no 
economy. "Working safely allows everyone to express the 
best of themselves while earning their daily bread", conclud-
ed the Pope, adding that "the more we take care of the dignity 
of work, the more certain we are that the quality and beauty 
of the work carried out will increase". 
 
Pope Francis concluded with a prayer to St Joseph, patron 
saint of workers, asking that he might support them in their 
efforts, before asking that they pray for him, too.  
 

Vatican.VA Cont... 
Pope: Workers Are People, Not Numbers 

Pope Francis with members of Italy's National Association of 

Building Contractors in the Vatican 
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Already have a FORMED Account?  
1. Visit FORMED.org  
2. Click Sign In  
3. Enter your email  
4. Click the link in your email  
5. You're in! No more passwords!  

Registering on FORMED is easy!  
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup  
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish  
3. Enter your name and email  
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Stay plugged into St. Anastasia! 

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote 
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communi-
cate information to you regarding Parish happenings.  
 
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church: 

Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com 

Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576 

 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is 
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and da-
ta rates may apply. Full terms at  
www.flocknote.com/txt 

1 

2 

St. Anastasia Parish Registration 
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join 
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collec-
tion basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory. 
 
Name  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone  …………………… Email ...……………………………………………. 

Sunday, January 30, 2022  

5:00 p.m. Vigil Gertrude & Joseph Beccalori  
 Maria Murillo  
  
8:00 a.m. Maria Petruso 
 Tibor & Marlita Sipos (Living) 
  
10:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia  
  
12:00 noon Frank Diaz  
 Patrick Devlin  
  
Monday, January 31, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Eileen Dettmer 
 Maria Damiano 
  
Tuesday, February 1, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Klara Deuber  
 Amedeo de Rege, Sr.  
  
Wednesday, February 2, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Joseph Mulholland  
 Bridget Shalley  
  
Thursday, February 3, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Joseph Velautham  
 Ann & Eugene Ferguson  
  
Friday, February 4, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Ronald Charles Porrazzo 
 Dario Bakja  
  
Saturday, February 5, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Billy Nihan  
 Mr. & Mrs. Rayappa 
  
Sunday, February 6, 2022 

5:00 p.m. Vigil Umberto & Angela Savocchi  
 Frank  Diaz  
  
8:00 a.m. Edna O'Neill 
 Rose Dietzler 
  
10:00 a.m. Ante Gergas  
 Henry Senatore  
  
12:00 noon For the People of St. Anastasia 

Bread & Wine Memorial 

In Memory of 

Maria Murillo  
January 29 — February 5, 2022 

 
 

Prayer Intentions 

Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are 
sick and all those who have died. 
 
  

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions 

February 2022 
For religious sisters and consecrated women 

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking 
them for their mission and their courage; may they continue to 
find new responses to the challenges of our times. 

Mass Intentions  

stanyc.flocknote.com
http://www.flocknote.com/txt
https://www.sta.nyc/youtube
https://www.sta.nyc/facebook

