and fire.”

The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in
their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John answered
them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one
mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved
Son; with you I am well pleased.” — Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
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Parish Mission Statement
To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

Established 1915
45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135
PHONE
FAX
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-4454
(718) 631-1774
www.sta.nyc
info@sta.nyc

Parish Directory
Rev. David J. Dettmer
PASTOR
Deacon Joseph Chu
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER

All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Cantley, S.T.D.
PASTOR EMERITUS
Rev. Anthony Rucando
IN RESIDENCE

Rectory Office Hours & Staff
Monday and Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Saturday by appointment only
Mrs. Betty Harris
SECRETARY

Mrs. Ann Larkin

ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR

Faith Formation & School of Religion
PHONE
EMAIL

(718) 225-5191
dff@sta.nyc

Mrs. Rose Ruesing
DIRECTOR

Music Ministry
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES
3155
WEB SITE
EMAIL

(718) 631-3153 (718) 631-

www.dwcaonline.org
dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL

Sacrament of Baptism
All baptisms are private and will be held on Sundays. Please call the Faith
Formation Office at 718-225-5191 to make arrangements. Parents must
complete a Baptism Instruction class and submit a copy of the child's birth
certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies
• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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From Bethlehem to Jordan
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Pray the Rosary
The Family That Prays Together
Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52
a.m. for the Rosary before the 8:30 AM Daily Mass.
Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church.

Leisure Club
On Tuesday, January 11, 2022, the Leisure Club will resume their weekly meetings in The Parish Center at 1:30
PM. Proof of vaccination is required for all attending.

“This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”
Are you considering making known the love of our
Heavenly Father as a priest, deacon, religious sister or
brother?

The feast of the Baptism of the Lord is the last day of the
Christmas season. At daily prayer this day, the Orthodox
churches pray:
Let us assemble in spirit, O faithful,
at the streams of the Jordan
that we might behold a great and mighty wonder.
We shall see the Creator of all made manifest
as he comes to be baptized.
Let us pass, O faithful,
from Bethlehem to Jordan.
For behold, the Light which came into the darkness
there begins to overcome the night.

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org

Find out the date of your baptism. Ask a relative, or write to
the parish that baptized you. Write the date on the new calendar. Celebrate the anniversary this year by participating
in the eucharist. Spend some time reflecting on your Christian mission — your part in spreading God’s love.
When Jesus was baptized, he came out of the water and
heard a heavenly voice say, “You are my beloved; with you I
am well pleased.” Listen for this voice today whenever you
“come out of the water” — the shower, the snow or rain, the
swimming pool, the sudsy kitchen sink. Glory in heaven
and peace on earth, now and forever! Alleluia! Amen!
Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago
IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. Art by Steve Erspamer, sm. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Ephesians 4:5
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Vatican.VA
Pope Francis’ Catechesis on Saint Joseph, Jesus' Foster Father
General Audience at Paul VI Audience Hall
Wednesday, January 5, 2022

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Today we will reflect on Saint Joseph as the father of Jesus.
The evangelists Matthew and Luke present him as the foster
father of Jesus, and not as his biological father. Matthew
specifies this, avoiding the formula “the father of”, used in
the genealogy for all the ancestors of Jesus; instead, he defines Joseph as the “husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was
born, who is called Christ” (1:16). Luke, on the other hand,
affirms it by saying that he was Jesus’ “supposed” father
(3:23), that is, he appeared as His father,
To understand the alleged or legal paternity of Joseph, it is
necessary to bear in mind that in ancient times in the East
the institution of adoption was very common, more so than
today. One thinks of the common case in Israel of the
“levirate”, as formulated in Deuteronomy: “If brothers dwell
together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the
dead shall not be married outside the family to a stranger;
her husband’s brother shall go in to her, and take her as his
wife, and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. And
the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his
brother who is dead, that his name may not be blotted out of
Israel” (25:5-6). In other words, the parent of this child is the
brother-in-law, but the legal father remains the deceased,
who gives the newborn child all hereditary rights. The purpose of this law was twofold: to ensure the descendants of the
deceased and the preservation of the estate.
As the official father of Jesus, Joseph exercises the right to
impose a name on his son, legally recognising him. Legally he
is the father, but not generatively; he did not beget Him.
In ancient times, the name was the compendium of a person’s identity. Changing one’s name meant changing oneself,
as in the case of Abraham, whose name God changed to
“Abraham”, which means “father of many”, “for”, says the
Book of Genesis, he will be “the father of a multitude of nations” (17:5). The same goes for Jacob, who would be called
“Israel”, which means “he who struggles with God”, because
he struggled with God to compel Him to give him the blessing (cf. Gen 32:29; 35:10).
But above all, naming someone or something meant asserting one’s authority over what was named, as Adam did when
he conferred a name on all the animals (cf. Gen 2:19-20).
Joseph already knows that, for Mary’s son, a name had already been prepared by God – Jesus’ name is given to him by
his true father, God – “Jesus”, which means “the Lord saves”;
as the Angel explains, “He will save his people from their
sins” (Mt 1:21). This particular aspect of Joseph now enables
us to reflect on fatherhood and motherhood. And this, I believe, is very important: thinking about fatherhood today.
Because we live in an age of notorious orphanhood, don’t we?
It is curious: our civilization is something of an orphan, and

this orphanhood
can be felt. May
Saint Joseph,
who took the
place of the real
father, God, help
us to understand
how to resolve
this sense of orphanhood that is
so harmful to us
today.
It is not enough
to bring a child
into the world to
also be the child’s
father or mother.
“Fathers are not
born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by
bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a father to that person” (Apostolic Letter Patris corde). I think in
a particular way of all those who are open to welcome life by
way of adoption, which is such a generous and beautiful,
good attitude. Joseph shows us that this type of bond is not
secondary; it is not an afterthought, no. This kind of choice is
among the highest forms of love, and of fatherhood and
motherhood. How many children in the world are waiting for
someone to take care of them! And how many married couples want to be fathers and mothers but are unable to do so
for biological reasons; or, although they already have children, they want to share their family’s affection with those
who do not have it. We should not be afraid to choose the
path of adoption, to take the “risk” of welcoming children.
And today, with orphanhood, there is a certain selfishness.
The other day, I spoke about the demographic winter there is
nowadays, in which we see that people do not want to have
children, or just one and no more. And many, many couples
do not have children because they do not want to, or they
have just one – but they have two dogs, two cats… Yes, dogs
and cats take the place of children. Yes, it’s funny, I understand, but it is the reality. And this denial of fatherhood or
motherhood diminishes us, it takes away our humanity. And
in this way civilization becomes aged and without humanity,
because it loses the richness of fatherhood and motherhood.
And our homeland suffers, as it does not have children, and,
as it has been said somewhat humorously, “and now who will
pay the taxes for my pension, if there are no children?”: with
laughter, but it is the truth. Who will take care of me? I ask of
Saint Joseph the grace to awaken consciences and to think
about this: about having children. Fatherhood and motherhood are the fullness of the life of a person. Think about this.
It is true, there is the spiritual fatherhood of those who consecrated themselves to God, and spiritual motherhood; but
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those who live in the world and get married, think about
having children, of giving life, which they will take from you
for the future. And also, if you cannot have children, think
about adoption. It is a risk, yes: having a child is always a
risk, either naturally or by adoption. But it is riskier not to
have them. It is riskier to deny fatherhood, or to deny motherhood, be it real or spiritual. But denial, a man or woman
who do not develop the sense of fatherhood or motherhood,
they are lacking something, something fundamental, something important. Think about this, please.
I hope that the institutions will always be ready to help regarding adoption, by seriously monitoring but also simplifying the necessary procedure so that the dream of so many
children who need a family, and of so many couples who
wish to give themselves in love, can come true. Some time
ago I heard the testimony of a person, a doctor – an important profession – who did not have children, and he and
his wife decided to adopt one. And when the time came,
they were offered a child, and they were told, “But we do not
know how this child’s health is. Perhaps he has an illness”.
And he said – I saw him – he said, “If you had asked me
about this before coming, perhaps I would have said no. But
I have seen the child: I will take him with me”. This is the
longing to be an adoptive father, to be an adoptive mother
too. Do not be afraid of this.

I pray that no one feel deprived of the bond of paternal love.
And those who are afflicted with orphanhood, may they go
forward without this unpleasant feeling. May Saint Joseph
protect, and give his help to orphans; and may he intercede
for couples who wish to have a child. Let us pray for this
together:
Saint Joseph,
you who loved Jesus with fatherly love,
be close to the many children who have no family
and who long for a daddy and mommy.
Support the couples who are unable to have children,
help them to discover, through this suffering, a greater
plan.
Make sure that no one lacks a home, a bond,
a person to take care of him or her;
and heal the selfishness of those who close themselves
off from life,
that they may open their hearts to love.
Thank you.

@PONTIFEX
Saint Joseph, you who loved Jesus with fatherly
love, be close to the many children who have no
family and who long for a daddy and mommy.
Support the couples who are unable to have children, help them to discover, through this suffering, a greater plan.

We prayerfully
request that you
consider signing
up for e-giving
from your computer, smartphone
or tablet. Make a
recurring donation or a one time
gift.
Your generous online donations will help sustain ministries that reflect God’s love.
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. Anastasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support It is genuinely appreciated.

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.
God Bless You!

Social Ministry

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and surrounding communities. Please look to join us with the following planned projects:
•
•
•
•

Health Fair and Blood Drive
Thanksgiving meals and food drive
Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, Jamaica Estates
Homebound ministry

If you are interested in helping with any of these, please
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc
Also, we are still a drop off site for food scraps. The bin is
located behind the parish center across from the playground. You can drop in fruit, vegetables, eggshells, coffee
and tea grinds, nuts, dried flowers and houseplants. The
site is open all day, seven days a week.

Saint Anastasia Parish

Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign In
3. Enter your email
4. Click the link in your email
5. You're in! No more passwords!

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Registering on FORMED is easy!
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish
3. Enter your name and email
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Rev. John J. Gribbon
January 8 — 15, 2022
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, January 9, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff
Cornelius & Judy O'Brien (Living)
8:00 a.m.

William Weiscarger

Prayer Intentions

10:00 a.m.

For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are
sick and all those who have died.

12:00 noon Arcangela & Andrea Casagrande
Mary Starr

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions

Monday, January 10, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Joseph Pompeo Salvatore, Sr.

January 2022
For True Human Fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and
persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized,
which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!

Tuesday, January 11, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Maggie Sweeney
Wednesday, January 12, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Eileen Dettmer
Thursday, January 13, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Margaret Murphy (Living - Birthday)
Friday, January 14, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Jerry, Yolanda & Giuseppe Sementelli
Saturday, January 15, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Royce Mulholland

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:
1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….

Sunday, January 16, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil Jeaneddy Silen
Harrison Family
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Umberto Savocchi
Pietro & Paul Nardozi

12:00 noon People of St. Anastasia Parish

NEW YEAR ,
NEW OPPORTUNITIES

