Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. But early
in the morning he arrived again in the temple
area, and all the people started coming to
him, and he sat down and taught them. Then
the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery and made her stand in
the middle. They said to him, “Teacher, this woman was
caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the
law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do
you say?” They said this to test him, so that they could have
some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and be-
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gan to write on the ground with his finger. But when they
continued asking him, he straightened up and said to them,
“Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.” Again he bent down and wrote on the
ground. And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the elders. So he was left alone with the woman
before him. Then Jesus straightened up and said to her,
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
She replied, “No one, sir.” Then Jesus said, “Neither do I
condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”
— John 8:1-11
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All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
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NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the fourth Saturday of the month (depending on
the holiday schedule). Please call the Faith Formation Office at 718-2255191 to make arrangements. The process includes completing an interview
and Baptismal Instruction class. A copy of the child's birth certificate is also
needed by the time of the interview and class.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
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DIRECTOR

• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy

• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and
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Holy Days and Special Liturgies
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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Lenten 2022
What to Give Up During Lent?

Some Thoughts
Things You Can Do or Change for Lent

Give up Complaining - - focus on gratitude.
Give up pessimism -- become an optimist.
Give up harsh judgments --Think kindly thoughts.
Give Up worry-- Trust Divine Providence.
Give up Discouragement --Be full of Hope.
Give up bitterness --turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred --return good for evil.
Give up negativism --be positive.
Give up anger --be more patient
Give up pettiness--become more mature.
Give up gloom --enjoy the beauty that is all
around you.
Give up jealousy--pray for trust.
Give up gossiping--control your tongue.
Give up sin --turn to virtue.
Give up giving up--hang in there!

FAST
• When reading articles on social media, don’t read the
comments! They often stoke anger! Don’t be tempted to
jump in!
SHARE A TECH-FREE FAMILY MEAL
• Spend the quality time asking your family about their
day. Really get to know them.
PRAY
• Make going to Mass a priority. Take the family each
week, then head to breakfast together.
• Pray as a family - start with something easy –a prayer
before meals.
ALMSGIVING
• Clean out your drawers and closets. As a general rule, if
you haven’t worn it in a year, it’s time to let it go.
• Donate the cost of a meal to a charity. It’s a small sacrifice for those who have so little. Contact the Faith Formation office for more information on charities.

Source: ewtn.com

Prayer. Fasting. Almsgiving.

Come Home at Easter

Stations of the Cross
Fridays of Lent at 7:30 PM
In the Church. All Are Welcome.
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Altar Servers Ministry
Our parish is in need of Altar
Servers. Children in grade
three or older who received
their first communion can become more involved in the life
of our parish by taking an active role in liturgy as Altar
Servers.
If your child is interested in
serving, please contact Rose
Ruesing, Director of Faith Formation & School of Religion at
dff@sta.nyc or at 718-2255191 for an enrollment form.

Music Ministry

Pray the Rosary
The Family That Prays Together
Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join
us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary
before the 8:30 AM Daily
Mass.
Afternoon Prayer: We will
recite the Rosary (or another
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church.

Knit or Crochet?
We have a knitting and Crochet group meeting
each Wednesday morning, 10:00 AM - 12:00
Noon, at the Parish Center. If you would like to
stop by and join, you are welcome! This group
has produced many beautiful items for children and adults in need. It is a chance to use
your talents for good and meet new friends.
Douglaston Garden Club

Semi-Annual Bake Sale Fundraiser
April 23, 2022
10AM - 2PM
In front of
Weichert Real Estate Office
40-60 Douglaston Pkwy, Douglaston, NY
All baked goods made by loving hands of our ladies.
Please join us in making this a success!
The Douglaston Garden club, Inc. is a member of the Second District Federated Garden Clubs of NYS, Inc.
www.douglastongc.org

Next Week

Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022

Behold, your king comes to you.
-Matt. 21:5

Christ Jesus has made me His own.
Are you called to belong to Christ alone as a
priest, deacon or through the consecrated life?

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org

Saint Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

This week begins the 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal.
We encourage all to watch the brief 2022 ACA Video online at:
www.CFBQ.org/ACAVideo
The work and services made possible through your donation to the Annual Catholic Appeal help people in Brooklyn and
Queens in ways that no one perish can alone.
Let us pray that the 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal will be successful in both allowing us tn reach
out in love to those in need, as well as allowing our hearts to respond to Jesus In Faith Hope and
Charity. Please join Saint Anastasia in support of the 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal.
Donate at www.AnnualCatholicAppeal.org
or text DONATE to 917-336-1255

Social Ministry

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and surrounding communities. Please look to join us with the following planned projects:
•
•
•
•

Health Fair and Blood Drive
Thanksgiving meals and food drive
Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, Jamaica Estates
Homebound ministry

Electronic Giving
We prayerfully request that
you consider signing up for egiving from your computer,
smartphone or tablet. Make a
recurring donation or a one
time gift.
Your generous online donations will help sustain ministries that reflect God’s love.
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. Anastasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support It is genuinely appreciated.

If you are interested in helping with any of these, please
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc

Also, we are still a drop off site for food scraps. The bin is
located behind the parish center across from the playground. You can drop in fruit, vegetables, eggshells, coffee
and tea grinds, nuts, dried flowers and houseplants. The
site is open all day, seven days a week.

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.
God Bless You!
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Vatican.VA
Pope Francis at Angelus:
May We Receive God's Mercy with Open Hearts
2022-03-27 — Saint Peter's Square, Vatican

near to those who repent or who are on the way, to those who
are in crisis or who are far away. Why should we do this? BeDear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday, buongiorno!
cause this helps to overcome the fear and discouragement
that can come from remembering one’s sins. Those who have
The Gospel for this Sunday’s Liturgy recounts the so-called
made mistakes often feel reproached in their own hearts. DisParable of the Prodigal Son (cf. Lk 15:11-32). It leads us to
tance, indifference and harsh words do not help. Therefore,
God’s heart who always forgives compassionately and tender- like the Father, it is necessary to offer them a warm welcome
ly. Always, God always forgives. We are the ones who get
that encourages them to go ahead. “But father, he did so
tired of asking for forgiveness, but he always forgives. It [the many things”: warm welcome. And we, do we do this? Do we
parable] tells us that God is a Father who not only welcomes look for those who are far away? Do we want to celebrate
us back, but rejoices and throws a feast for his son who has
with them? How much good an open heart, true listening, a
returned home after having squandered all his possessions.
transparent smile can do; to celebrate, not to make them feel
We are that son, and it is moving to think about how much
uncomfortable! The Father could have said: “Okay, son, go
the Father always loves us and waits for us.
back home, go back to work, go to your room, establish yourself and your work! And this would have been a good way to
But there is also the older son in the same parable who goes
forgive. But no! God does not know how to forgive without
into a crisis in front of this Father. It can put us into crisis as celebrating! And the Father celebrates because of the joy he
well. In fact, this older son is also within us and, we are
has because his son has returned.
tempted to take his side, at least in part: he had always done
his duty, he had not left home, and so he becomes indignant And then, like the Father, we need to rejoice. When someone
on seeing the Father embracing his son again after having
whose heart is synchronized with God’s sees the repentance
behaved so badly. He protests and says: “I have served you
of a person, they rejoice, no matter how serious their misfor so many years and never disobeyed your command”. Intakes may have been. Do not stay focused on errors, do not
stead, for “this son of yours”, you go so far as to celebrate! (cf. point fingers at what they have done wrong, but rejoice over
vv. 29-30) “I don’t understand you!” This is the indignation
the good because another person’s good is mine as well! And
of the older son.
we, do we know how to rejoice for others?
These words illustrate the older son’s problem. He bases his
relationship with his Father solely on pure observance of
commands, on a sense of duty. This could also be our problem, the problem among ourselves and with God: to lose
sight that he is a Father and to live a distant religion, composed of prohibitions and duties. And the consequence of
this distance is rigidity towards our neighbour whom we no
longer see as a brother or sister. In fact, in the parable, the
older son does not say my brother to the Father. No, he says
that son of yours, as if to say, “he is not my brother”. In the
end, he risks remaining outside of the house. In fact, the text
says: “he refused to go in” (v. 28), because the other one was
there.

I would like to recount an imaginary story, but one that helps
illustrate the heart of the father. There was a pop theatrical,
three or four years ago, about the prodigal son, with the entire story. And at the end, when that son decides to return to
his father, he talks about it with a friend and says: “I’m afraid
my father will reject me, that he won’t forgive me!” And the
friend advised him: “Send a letter to your father and tell him,
‘Father, I have repented, I want to come back home, but I’m
not sure that will be happy. If you want to welcome me,
please put a white handkerchief in the window’. And then he
began his journey. And when he was near home, where the
last curve in the road was, he was in front of the house. And
what did he see? Not one handkerchief: it was full of white
handkerchiefs, the windows, everywhere! The Father welcomes like this, totally, joyfully. This is our Father!

Seeing this, the Father goes out to plead with him: “Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours” (v. 31). He
tries to make him understand that for him, every child is all
May the Virgin Mary teach us how to receive God’s mercy so
of his life. The ones who know this well are parents, who are that it might become the light by which we see our neighbors.
very close to feeling like God does. Something a father says in
a novel is very beautiful: “When I became a father, I under@PONTIFEX
stood God” (H. de Balzac, Il padre Goriot, Milano 2004, 112).
At this point in the parable, the Father opens his heart to his
older son and expresses two needs, which are not commands,
The elderly can teach the younger generations
but essentials for his heart: “It was fitting to make merry and
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive” (v. 32).
how to trust in God, how to be merciful, and
Let us see if we too have in our hearts these two things the
how to pray fervently not only in good times,
Father needs: to make merry and rejoice.

but especially in difficult ones.

First of all, to make merry, that is, to demonstrate that we are
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Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign In
3. Enter your email
4. Click the link in your email
5. You're in! No more passwords!
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Registering on FORMED is easy!
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish
3. Enter your name and email
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Joseph Carey
April 2 — 9, 2022

Prayer Intentions
Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are
sick and all those who have died.

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
April 2022
Health Care Workers
We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may they be adequately
supported by governments and local communities.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!

Mass Intentions
Sunday, April 3, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil Sal & Tony Cotroneo
Edward Cavaseno
8:00 a.m.

Helen Jane Decillis
Ludwina Konowal

10:00 a.m.

People of St. Anastasia Parish

12:00 noon Assunta & Donato Casagrande
Edna O'Neill
Monday, April 4, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Robert Bilz
Nicholas Medici
Tuesday, April 5, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Angelina DiBartolo
Ron Pecora
Wednesday, April 6, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Ann Ferguson
Diane Mainiero
Thursday, April 7, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Danilo Pecson, Sr.
John Lundy

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.

Friday, April 8, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Assunta & Emilio Ferazzoli
Maria Petruso

Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:

Saturday, April 9, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Joseph Morreali
Jackie Gugliano

1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….

Sunday, April 10, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil Annamarie & Julio Marquez
8:00 a.m.

Maria Petruso
Nohela Ramirez

10:00 a.m.

Hedgecock & Proto Family
Alicia Villacorta

12:00 noon For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

LENT
A Season of Preparation

