
 

 

Parish Clergy Parish Staff 

Rev. Peter J. Rayder, Pastor  
Rev. James W. King  

Rev. Mr. Stanley Galazin  
Rev. Msgr. John F. Keppler, P.E. 

Ms. Patricia Adams, Business Manager  
Mrs. Theresa Asche, Religious Education  
Ms. Cynthia Macias, Youth Minister  
Mr. Jose Espindola, Maintenance 

Weekend Assistant  
Rev. Emmanuel Nartey  

Rev. James Devine 

Fr. John J. Murray 
Knights of Columbus Council #14666 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil 5pm 

Sunday 8:30am - 10:30am - 12:30 pm 
8:30am Weekday Daily Mass  

Monday - Saturday in Main Church 
Holy Days See Bulletin For Schedule 

American Martyrs RC Church  
79-43 Bell Blvd.  

Oakland Gardens, NY 11364  
Telephone (718) 464 - 4582 
Religious Education Office 

(718) 464 - 6411 
Website: www.amparish.org 

American Martyrs 
May 1, 2022 

Third Sunday of Easter  



 

 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of 
the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and 
 example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
 Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  
Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to  

Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center. 
  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or  
suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call  

anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  
A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the  
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is  

unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.  
Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest  
at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

AMERICAN MARTYRS WEB ADDRESS : AMPARISH.ORG  

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN 
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they  

perform for us in our time of need.   
And give us peace. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

Sunday  May 1,  2022 
“Feed My lambs, tend My sheep.” Do you have a growing 
interest in sharing the Lord’s saving mission as a priest, 

deacon or in the consecrated life? 

Contact the Vocation Office at 
 (718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org.  

FACE MASKS RECOMMENDED 
Masks are no longer required indoors due to the expiration of the mask mandate, however, please  

continue to take necessary preventive measures to ensure safety and good hygiene.  

     ROSARY SOCIETY 
 
On Monday, May 9, we will hold our Annual “Day of Recollection”.  We begin with Mass 
at 11 am.  New members will be inducted.  A lunch will be provided.    Dues are $15.                                     
Please call Carol at 718-631-0896 or Diana at 718-740-0643., or Barbara at 718-465-0585. 
There will be a collection of  baby items for Bridge to Life.  Come Join us!  
 



 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 
 
Michael Arriaga, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Diana Ferrante, 
Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., Arlene Scherne, Marie 
Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Irene McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon 
Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, 
Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler, Fr. Peter Rayder, Joseph Zicari, Dawn Brieante, George Adamonis,  Bill Krug, 
Caroline Bonacci  

The Gifts of Bread and Wine 
are offered In Loving Memory of  

 
Sheila Still  

From American Martyrs Parish  

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS   

 

FDNY FIREFIGHTER TIMOTHY KLEIN 

God shall wipe all tears from their eyes;  and there shall be 
no more death nor crying, neither shall there be any more 

pain, for the former things are passed away. Rev. 21:4 

Upcoming Events At American Martyrs 
 BINGO is back!  Every Tuesday at 6 pm  
 First Sunday of every month -  Pray the  

Rosary at  10:00 am in Church before the  
10:30 am Mass 

 Sun. May 1 - Communion Breakfast                             
Sat. May 7- Defensive Driving - Call Marty 
to register.   631-360-972 

 Sat. May 7 - 9 am Greenway Clean-way day 
 Mon. May 9 - Rosary Society Day of  

Recollection - 11 am  

Rectory Office Hours 
Mon—Thurs 9am –12 noon & 1pm—4pm 

Saturday’s 9am—12 Noon 
All Other Hours by Appointment 

The Collection for April 24, 2022  
E-Giving: $1,865. 
Collection: $4,973.  
      Total: $6,838.     

 
The  second collection for the Catholic Home 

Missions totaled  $912.  

Sunday, May 1   
8:30am: Angela Jimenez  (Olivia)  

 
10:30am:  

Members of the Purgatorial Society  
 

 12:30pm Francesco Cannova (Family)   
 

Monday,  May 2  
8:30am: Sheila Still  (Ray Fortune)  

 
Tuesday,  May 3  

8:30am:Elizabeth Biscotti (Nancy & Ray) 
 

Wednesday, May 3 
8:30am: (Healing) Irene McGrath   

 
Thursday, May 5  

8:30am:Blanca S. Baquero  (Family) 
 

Friday, May 6   

8:30am: FDNY Firefighter Timothy Klein 
 

Saturday,  May 7  
8:30am: Loretto Mendoza (Maria) 

Nancy Soviero ( Family) 
Loretto Mendoza  (Family)  

5:00pm: Anna Smaldino   
(Mary Ann & Gregg) 



 

 

Purgatorial Society 
New Members enrolled for May  

Adrian Richardson,  Ramona Lamar,Angela Jimenez,  
 Corazon Habacon, Lorenzo & Pilar Habacon, and Bartolo Jurkota  

 

The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in 12 monthly Masses 
(starting on the month of enrollment) offered on the First Sunday of every 
month at the 10:30am Mass.. The stipend to enroll a loved one is $25.00 . The 
names of those enrolled for the first month will be published in our bulletin. 

 
From the Mind of your Pastor... 
 
When I got in my car last October to drive to my doctor I had no idea what a bumpy ride it 
would be. Instead of returning home from the doctor’s office I was sent straight to the ER.  
Do not pass go, do not collect $200, just get to the ER.  You can imagine my surprise when I 
got to the ER and found they were admitting me! Being the eternal optimist that I am, I figured 
they would run a few tests and I would be released in a day or two.  You can imagine my  
surprise once again when my doctor came in the next day to tell me I would be having my  
3rd open heart surgery. I couldn’t avoid the “hat trick”.  
 
During that time in the hospital, I was placed on a ventilator and had a tracheotomy while being kept sedated while my 
heart healed from the surgery and I was able to breathe on my own.  I could say that it was a very scary time for me, but 
that would be a lie since I don’t remember a thing that happened to me during those seven weeks.  During that time, I  
couldn’t pray for myself, but once they weaned me off the ventilator I was well aware of the many prayers that were  
being offered for me.  I had texts, emails, cards, messages, and visits from friends and family.  There were so many in 
fact that my family took my phone away from me because they thought it was tiring me out trying to respond to the 
many get well messages.   From that day forward I knew I was surrounded by prayer and it brought me a great sense of 
peace.   
 
The next few weeks were filled with uncertainty as I was transferred to Ozanam Rehabilitation Center and began the 
long hard journey of learning how to stand and walk on my own. As the days and weeks flew by, I wondered if I would 
ever get strong enough to leave the rehab and return home. When that day finally came, it was clear that I would need 
some more help and decided (along with some strong suggestions from my family) that it would be good for me to  
spend a few weeks in Florida to continue my PT and regain some strength.  It was a very difficult decision to make…
leaving the freezing temperatures and snow filled days of NY for the bright sunshine of Florida. (And if you believe  
that I have a nearby bridge to sell you).  I knew that I needed to walk to be able to get stronger and that would be much 
easier to do in the warmer climate.   
 
The parishioners here at American Martyrs have truly shown me the healing power of prayer and there are no words to 
truly express my deep and profound gratitude to you, my friends. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again… It is a miracle 
that I am alive today and I have only to look out at the congregation here at American Martyrs to understand why.   
 
This weekend we hear in the gospel how Jesus tells Peter, “Feed my sheep”. Thank you, my faithful friends for  
“feeding me” with your faith, your prayers and your friendship.  I am extraordinarily grateful and looking forward to the 
time when I am once again strong enough to celebrate Mass and the sacraments with you. I have truly missed you, and 
missed being able to share your joys and yes, even your sorrows, here with you at American Martyrs.   I still have a  
couple of hurdles to get over but with your help and support I pray that this will happen soon.  Please know that you are 
in my prayers!   

 
On an amazing journey with you and 

always in my prayers 
Fr. Peter 



 

 



 

 

Please go to our website:  AMPARISH.ORG  
To Read the Bulletin for Information and Events Going on in Our Parish . 

Traveling Madonna 
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   
For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 
peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 
In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 
group.  All welcome ! 

American Martyrs Living Our Faith… ...Brought to you by Scratch Golfers… ...Mike, Mike and Greg 
  
Dear People of God, Our Easter Season continues and May is rapidly approaching. Daylight is “growing” along with the trees, grass 
and flowers. Life abounds all around us and the rolling back of the stone on Easter morn provides the doorway to enter into new life  
with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
                What does “new life” in Christ mean for all of us? What does it mean to walk together as a community of believers in the 
name of Christ? The following story provides a glimpse . . . . . . . . .  

  
In the story, an old man is dying and calls his people to his side. He gives a short sturdy stick to each of his many  

offspring, wife and relatives. “Break the stick,” he instructs them. With some effort, they all snap their sticks in half. “This is how  
it is when a soul is alone without anyone. They can be easily broken.” The old man next gives each of his kin another stick and  
says, “Put your sticks together in bundles of twos or threes. Now, break these bundles in half.” No one can break the sticks when 
there are two or more in a bundle. The old man smiles. “We are strong when we stand with another soul. When we are with  
another, we cannot be broken.” - Clarissa Pinkola Estes  

  
We are the Body of Christ and we need to stand strong together. Individually we can make a profound difference and as  

a Faith Community we can stand united to love this world back into life. Easter is more than a date on the calendar. Easter  
provides a point of reference for our life that shouts life so abundant we call it eternal— Resurrection!  

  
This is a marvelous time of the year. The warmth of the sun and the greeting of earth’s carpet give us the chance to bury  

the cold and dark days of winter and spark new life into us. Easter Season joy and hope provides new meaning to Malachi 3:3—  
“He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.” Keep reading . . . . .  

  
This verse puzzled some women in a Bible study and they wondered what this statement meant about the character and  

nature of God. One of the women offered to find out the process of refining silver and get back to the group at their next Bible study. 
That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to watch him at work. She didn’t mention anything about the 
reason for her interest beyond her curiosity about the process of refining silver.  

  
As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up. He explained that in refining  

silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames were hottest in order to burn away all the  
impurities. The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot: then she thought again about the verse that says: “He sits  
as a refiner and purifier of silver.”  

  
She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the silver was being re-

fined. The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the silver, be he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire 
time it was in the fire. If the silver was left a moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed.  

  
The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, “How do you know when the silver is fully refined?” 

He smiled at her and answered, “Oh that’s easy—when I see my image in it.” 
  
 If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, remember that God has his eyes on you and will keep watching you until He 

sees His image in you. 
  
 May the fire of our Easter Season spark new life into our lives. Remembering—life is a coin. You can spend it any way 

you wish, but you can only spend it once. 
 

On the journey with you,  
Fr. Peter 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes.  
Call 718-888-7708. 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 
assists those with housing crisis,  
Call 718-674-1000 for more info                                     

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - running or not.   

Call: 718-491-2525.  
Open AA Meetings 

Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 
Closed AA Meetings Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  
Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. 

212-941-0094  nycalanon.org   
Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 

Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  
Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: - 
1-800-273-8255 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

2022 Annual Catholic Appeal 
 
 

Parish Goal:  
$66,706.00 
 
Pledged: 
$35,785.00 
 
Received:  
$28,318.75 
 
Pledges: from76 Families 
Thank you for your support  
  

 

 

 

 
 
Greenway Clean-way Day  

 Let’s work together to clean up the Vanderbilt  
Motor Parkway (aka “the bicycle path”) 

If you enjoy walking, jogging, biking, hopping,  
skipping, or jumping along the wonderful Greenway  
that we all share, then please join us on 
 

Saturday, May 7th, 2022 at 
9:00AM (shine or rain)  

 
Sponsored by: The Father John J. Murray Knights of  
Columbus Council at American Martyrs Church, Bayside, 
Queens and the NYC Partnership for Parks 
 
*For more information contact us at 
kofc14666fm@gmail.com or www.kofcam.weebly.com 

 
Floater and Smitty 

 
Floater: So I know I have to tread carefully here, but I'm  
getting very tired of car jokes. We've had a clutch of them but 
now I'm exhausted and it's time to have a brake. 
Smitty: So I said to my mate: "I saw an octopus rob a bank  
this morning!" He said: "Did he have a gun?" I said: "No, but he 
was well armed"  
Floater: I must be built backwards, my nose runs and my feet 
smell! 
Smitty: My dad used to beat me with a camera.. I still have 
flashbacks. 
Floater: I hired a handyman and give him list of 10 jobs to do. 
When I got home he had only done 1,3,5,7,9.  
Turns out he only does odd jobs 
Floater: So excited! My loan was approved. I’m closing on a 
full tank of gas. 
Smitty: In a freak accident today, a photographer was killed 
when a huge lump of cheddar landed on him. To be fair, the 
people who were being photographed did try to warn him 
Floater: I’m pretty sure how my life will end.  One of my kids 
will unplug my life support to charge their cell phones. 


