American Martyrs Mission Statement
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and
example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all.

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments
Penance: Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request)
Baptisms: The last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m., except during Lent and Christmas Seasons. Parents must speak to
Deacon Stan and are required to attend an instruction class on the second to last Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in the Murray Center.
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick: This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or
suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call
anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.
A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually.
Pastoral Care to the Homebound: We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the
Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is
unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582.
Visits will be happily arranged for you.
Holy Matrimony: Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest
at least six months prior to the date you wish.
Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times!
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to
our children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every
opportunity. For help or info call: Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300

ROSARY SOCIETY
On Monday, May 9, we will hold our Annual “Day of Recollection”. We begin with Mass at 11 am. New
members will be inducted. A lunch will be provided. Dues are $15. Please call Carol at 718-631-0896 or
Diana at 718-740-0643., or Barbara at 718-465-0585. There will be a collection of baby items for Bridge to
Life. Come Join us!
Parish Clergy

Parish Staff

Rev. Peter J. Rayder, Pastor
Rev. James W. King
Rev. Mr. Stanley Galazin
Rev. Msgr. John F. Keppler, P.E.

Ms. Patricia Adams, Business Manager
Mrs. Theresa Asche, Religious Education
Ms. Cynthia Macias, Youth Minister
Mr. Jose Espindola, Maintenance

Weekend Assistant
Rev. Emmanuel Nartey
Rev. James Devine

Fr. John J. Murray
Knights of Columbus Council #14666

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil 5pm
Sunday 8:30am - 10:30am - 12:30 pm
8:30am Weekday Daily Mass
Monday - Saturday in Main Church
Holy Days See Bulletin For Schedule

American Martyrs RC Church
79-43 Bell Blvd.
Oakland Gardens, NY 11364
Telephone (718) 464 - 4582
Religious Education Office
(718) 464 - 6411
Website: www.amparish.org

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs
Michael Arriaga, Roberto Barrientos, Iride Bubek, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Diana Ferrante,
Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., Arlene Scherne, Marie
Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Irene McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon
Dickson, Thomas Lafleur, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha,
Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler, Joseph Zicari, Dawn Brieante, George Adamonis, Bill Krug, Caroline Bonacci and
Frank Paukowits

Sunday, May 8
8:30am: Elizabeth Ruggieri
10:30am:
Amalia, Giovanna & Anna (Elena)
Anthony DiCicco (Family)
Aleyamma Devasia (T.D. & Alice Sebastian)
12:30pm: Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Monday, May 9
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Tuesday, May 10
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Wednesday, May 11
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Thursday, May 12
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Friday, May 13
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Saturday, May 14
8:30am: Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
5:00pm: For the Faithful of American Martyrs

Rectory Office Hours
Mon—Thurs 9am –12 noon & 1pm—4pm
Saturday’s 9am—12 Noon
All Other Hours by Appointment

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
OF AMERICAN MARTYRS

Theresa Boney, Brendan Barry
FDNY Firefighter Timothy Klein
God shall wipe all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain, for the former things are passed away. Rev. 21:4

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG
TAO Sean Reiley—USN
PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS
LORD, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the
selfless acts they perform for us in our time
of need. And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
Our Lord and Savior. Amen

The Collection for May 1, 2022
E-Giving: $632.50
Collection: $5,585
Total: $ 6,217.50

Mother’s Day - An Uncompromising Love
American Martyrs today greets and salutes All the Mothers of our Parish! Happy Mother’s Day! Mother’s Day helps us take stock
of who we are and more importantly who has made us what we are, as we say thanks to our mothers for a love beyond caring.
Mother’s Day is a time for reflecting: on what mothers are, on what mothers do, and, in a more personal sense, on the company or
memory of our own mothers. So today on Mother’s Day, our thoughts are with all mothers, living and dead. I realize that this
Mother’s Day for some of you is different from any other you have ever known. For you, and for all who have lost their mothers
during the course of the year, this Mother’s Day has its own bitter-sweet character.
It’s a cliché to say that you never miss the water until the well runs dry and we never really miss those close to us, until we actually
experience what their absence feels like, until we feel the texture of that absence. That’s true, I believe, of husbands and wives who
lose their spouses.
That’s true, I believe, of parents who lose their children. And that’s true, I know, of children who lose their parents. In a sense no
matter how old we are, we remain children while our parents are alive. We remain children in our parent’s eyes and, to some degree
at least, in our own eyes. When we have our parents with us, we have no experience of life without them, and, in our childish eyes,
there seems to be almost an air of indestructibility about them.
Another thing is that when we lose our mother, in most cases at least, we lose the experience of someone who loved us
unconditionally, someone who loved us not because of what we’ve achieved or how important we are or what we can give back but
simply because of who we are. And that, in a sense, for those of us who have lost our mothers, that is part of what we miss on
Mother’s Day, that experience of uncompromising love that knew no limits. I remember one time seeing an interview on television
with the mother of Thomas Hamilton, the man who had shot dead sixteen children and a teacher at a grade school in Dunblane,
Scotland. And there she was, the poor woman, trying to defend her son, possibly the only person in the world who had a good word
to say for him. She was like all mothers, a mother to the end. It’s that uncompromising and unqualified love that we celebrate on
Mother’s Day.
All across this country today, there will be mothers whose heart will be lifted by a little card scribbled in school in a shaky hand this
past week that says, “To the Best Mom in the World”. And today all across the country there will be mothers too who will need
some equivalent of that little card, some indication that the love that they hold in their hearts will be reciprocated in some symbolic
way, through a card or box of chocolates or whatever. Some gesture, some indication that the love and the sacrifice was noticed,
some sense that there was some memory of the nights when we were sick and our mothers sat up with us all night, some memory of
the time and the effort and the money they spent on us that they could have spent on themselves, just some indication that all that
love that we talk about when our mothers are dead, that all that love mattered before they died.
So if you’re lucky enough to have mother with you, then mark Mother’s Day today. Buy your mother a box of chocolates or give
her a card that she can put up on the mantelpiece and go to see her today and if you can’t give her a call. I know and you know what
mother’s say: “Sure I don’t need anything. You’ve little enough for yourself”. And they’ll pretend that they don’t need you to mark
Mother’s Day for them. But they do because in the dusk of a winter’s evening these are the things that they remember: that
indication of love; that sense that all the sacrifices are at least acknowledged, if not reciprocated; that warm feeling that the love that
burned in their hearts for all of us, has found an echo in our gratitude.
And finally we think of all mothers who have died and we remember to pray for them on Mother’s Day and maybe visit their graves.
And a memory too for mother’s unknown, for the mothers who died before their children were old enough to really get to know
them, for the natural mothers of adopted children who in whatever circumstances had to give up their children for adoption and for
adoptive and foster mothers who gave and continue to give such unselfish love to their adopted and fostered children.
To Mothers one and all, may God bless you this Mother’s Day
Have a blessed week!... ...Fr. Peter

Congratulations to all our children who received their First Holy Communion last Saturday. We are proud
of all of you. Know our prayers and love are with you on this Joyous Day! May you always walk with the
Lord Jesus holding you by your hand!

Floater and Smitty
Floater: I just noticed two large bumps on my car battery. Had
them tested and one came back positive. Hope it’s not terminal.
Smitty: Principle said to me, Mr. Smitty your child always
causes trouble in school. I responded, “My child causes trouble
at home, do I ever call you?”
Floater: I asked the Librarian if they had a booked called
“Husband-The Boss of the House?” She responded: “Comics are
located on the First Floor.”
Smitty: Parenting is a lot of Getting up when you’ve just sat
down.
Floater: I asked my wife, “When I get mad at you, you never
fight back. How do you control your anger?” She said, “I clean
the toilet.” and I asked, “How does that help?” she said, “I use
your toothbrush!”
Smitty: Is it just my home or does everyone’s spoons and forks
just magically disappear? Where do they go?
Floater: I just called the ASPCA rescue hotline to tell them I’d
just found six puppies in a suitcase by the road. They asked:
“Are they moving? I replied: “I’m not certain, but that would
explain the suitcase.”
Smitty: Since this storm started my wife hasn’t stopped looking
through the window. If it gets any worse I will have to open the
door and let her in.
Floater: I was asked at the First Aid Course I’m taking,
“Floater, what would you do if your child swallowed the front
door key?” I responded, “I’d climb in through the window!”

Fourth Sunday of Easter -- May 8, 2022
(World Day of Prayer for Vocations)
“The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.” Does
a life of joy in knowing you are following the Lord as a
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life inspire you? Contact
the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org.

PARISH CALENDAR JULY 2022 -- AUGUST 2023
All Parish organizations and other groups using the
Sullivan Center, Murray Center, Church, Rectory
Chapel or School for parish functions are required to
submit a written calendar of dates, times and locations
to Pat at the Rectory by June 30.
Hopefully, we will be able to resume a normal
calendar of events.

Fr. John J. Murray
Knights of Columbus Council #14666
Win NY Mets Tickets and Help American Martyrs CYO
$10 Raffle Tickets and Win 4 Tickets for the
Friday May 27 Met Game vs. the Phillies
Drawing is Wednesday May 18 and the
Winner Will Be Called by Phone
Contact: KofCAM14666@gmail.com
The NY Mets Will Donate $13.00 for Every Ticket Purchased by Participating Knights of Columbus Councils
Will Be Donated to the CYO of The Diocese of Brooklyn/Queens

Today is World Day of Prayer for Vocations
Please Pray for An Increase in Vocations to the Priesthood
In Our Diocese of Brooklyn
Traveling Madonna
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.
For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish. In this difficult time, as we pray for
peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110.
In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important. Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a
group. All welcome !

St. Josaphats Casino Trip to Windcreek, Bethlehem, PA , Wednesday, May 25th. Cost $35. Get back $30. Bus leaves at
8:30 sharp in front of church, 210 st. & 35th ave, Bayside. For reservations and additional info call Joy 917 921 7631.

