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45-14 245th St. (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way) 
Douglaston, NY 11362-1135 

Phone: (718) 631-4454 
Fax:      (718) 631-1774 

Website: www.sta.nyc 
Email:    info@sta.nyc 

Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish. No one can 

take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the 
Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” — John 10:27-30 

Listen for  
God’s voice 

https://www.sta.nyc/


Parish Membership 
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be 
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.  
 
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if 
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should 
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address, 
please notify the Rectory by mail. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on the fourth Saturday of the month (depending on 
the holiday schedule).  Please call the Faith Formation Office at 718-225-
5191 to make arrangements.  The process includes completing an interview 
and Baptismal Instruction class.  A copy of the child's birth certificate is also 
needed by the time of the interview and class. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM. 
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of 
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacra-
mental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing. 
 

Liturgies 
Weekend Masses 

• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday 
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon 
 

Weekday Masses 

• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church 
 

Holy Days and Special Liturgies 

• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and 
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office 

 
Devotions 

• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass 
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday. 
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Parish Mission Statement 
 

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as 

a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice. 
 

All are welcome! 
 

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;  

NO MATTER your family situation;  

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith; 

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;  

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;  

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday —  Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

(718) 631-4454 

Established 1915 
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Pray the Rosary 

The Family That Prays Together  

Stays Together. 

— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton 
 
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary 
before the 8:30 AM Daily Mass. 
 
Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another 
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church. 
 

The disciples were filled with joy and  
the Holy Spirit. 

Does a life of joy in knowing you are following the 
Lord as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life 

inspire you? 

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454  
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org 

Altar Servers Ministry 
Our parish is in need of Altar 
Servers. Children in grade 
three or older who received 
their first communion can be-
come more involved in the life 
of our parish by taking an ac-
tive role in liturgy as Altar 
Servers. 
 
If your child is interested in 
serving, please contact Rose 
Ruesing, Director of Faith For-
mation & School of Religion at 
dff@sta.nyc or at 718-225-
5191 for an enrollment form. 

 
 

Knit or Crochet? 
We have a knitting and Crochet group meeting each 
Wednesday morning, 10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon, at the Parish 
Center. If you would like to stop by and join, you are wel-
come! This group has produced many beautiful items for 
children and adults in need. It is a chance to use your tal-
ents for good and meet new friends.  

Electronic Giving 

We prayerfully request that 
you consider signing up for e-
giving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet. Make a 
recurring donation or a one 
time gift.  
 
Your generous online donations will help sustain min-
istries that reflect God’s love.  
 
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. An-
astasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your 
generosity and continued support It is genuinely ap-
preciated. 

Sign up today by visiting 
faith.direct/NY28, or  

text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish family. 
God Bless You! 

50 Days of Joy! 
Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday 

faith.direct/NY28
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Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and sur-
rounding communities.  Please look to join us with the fol-
lowing planned projects: 
 
• Health Fair and Blood Drive 
• Thanksgiving meals and food drive 
• Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Im-

maculate Conception, Jamaica Estates 
• Homebound ministry 
 
If you are interested in helping with any of these, please 
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc 

Also, we are still a drop off site for food scraps.  The bin is 
located behind the parish center across from the play-
ground.  You can drop in fruit, vegetables, eggshells, coffee 
and tea grinds, nuts, dried flowers and houseplants.  The 
site is open all day, seven days a week. 

Social Ministry 

The 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal helps support the daily work of our Church 
throughout Brooklyn and Queens in ways no one parish can accomplish alone 

by supporting the following ministries: 

Please consider making your donation 
By completing a donation envelope 

At Mass on May 14th and 15th. 
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Eastertime is the 50 day long season 
from Easter Sunday until Pentecost.  
Throughout this time the paschal 
candle shines in church. This candle 
is an image of the risen body of 
Christ. It was kindled and consecrat-
ed with great ceremony on Easter 
Eve. 
 
When people are baptized into the 
church, they are given candles lit 
from the paschal candle. They are 
told to keep their lamps burning 
brightly throughout their lives. At 
funerals the paschal candle shines 
on the dead, like a pillar of fire to 
guide them to the promised land. 
 
A burning candle is a sign of self 

sacrifice. It consumes itself in a blaze of glory. Traditionally, 
the church’s candles are made from beeswax. A beehive is a 
symbol of the church, where everyone is called to work to-
gether for the common good. 
 
Many households light a fine, fat candle every mealtime, and 
indeed, every time they gather to pray. It is a holy habit. 
 
When you light a candle in prayer you might say, “Jesus 
Christ is the light of the world, a light no darkness can extin-
guish.” Or say the words proclaimed at the Easter Vigil, 
“Light of Christ! Thanks be to God!” 
 
Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 
Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 
60622 1101; 1 800 933 1800; www.ltp.org. Text by Peter 
Mazar. Art by Vicki Shuck.  
 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

Blessing for Mother’s Day 
Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, 

so you give life and care for your Church. 
 

Bless these women, as we celebrate this day in their honor. 

May they be strengthened as Christian mothers. 
 

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 

Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor and appreciate them 

with a spirit of profound respect. 
 

May the example of Mary, mother of Jesus, inspire them to live their 

vocation as Christian mothers and call their children to faith. 
 

Guide and protect them in challenging times and help them to continue 

to trust in you all the days of their life. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reflections 
Wax 
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Pope Francis sends a message to an international confer-
ence organized in Rome from 4-5 May by two Vatican 
Dicasteries, which explores the cataloging, management 
and innovation of the cultural heritage of religious commu-
nities. 
 
2022-05-04 — By Vatican News — The Congregation for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life 
and the Pontifical Council for Culture have come together to 
organize an international conference on the future of the cul-
tural heritage of religious communities. 
 
The event runs from 4-6 May on the theme “Charism and 
Creativity”. 
 
The aim of the two-day conference is to strengthen networks 
and share best practices so as to improve the capacity of reli-
gious communities to protect and develop their heritage in a 
creative way. 
 
In a message to the participants, Pope Francis noted that for 
some years now the Congregation for Consecrated Persons 
“has been concerned to guide the various institutes in the 
management of their respective ecclesiastical goods in the 
service of the humanum [human person] and the mission of 
the Church.” 
 
This, he underlined, “has led to a series of conferences and 
documents of doctrinal depth and operational practicality in 
order to promote a more mature awareness of the manage-
ment of these goods, which have an eminently ecclesial na-
ture and must fulfil the purposes assigned to them by the 
Church.” 
 
The Pope also noted that from the beginning of his Pontifi-
cate, he himself has drawn attention to the management of 
“ecclesiastical temporal goods” that have been entrusted to 
him. 
 
This conference, said Pope Francis, which is the result of col-
laboration between two Dicasteries of the Roman Curia, 
“focuses attention on the ecclesial, historical, artistic and cul-
tural value that many of these goods possess.” 
 

Promoters of art and culture 
But he also pointed out that the Institutes of Consecrated Life 
and Societies of Apostolic Life, “have been and continue to be 
promoters of art and culture at the service of faith, custodi-
ans of a very significant part of the cultural heritage of the 
Church and of humanity: archives, books, artistic and liturgi-
cal works, the buildings themselves.” 
 
The Pope explained that there is a need to identify, first of all, 
“specific elements for understanding these goods, in order to 
define their historical, spiritual, theological, ecclesiological, 

and juridical characteristics.” 
 

Cataloging 
It is then necessary, he continued, “to promote the cataloging 
of the assets in their entirety and variety (archives, books, 
movable and immovable art), as a primary act of knowledge 
and therefore of study, juridical protection, scientific preser-
vation, and pastoral enhancement.” 
 
He emphasized that cataloging is necessary for reasons of 
service to culture, management transparency, and prudence, 
considering the many natural and human dangers to which 
these fragile treasures are exposed. 
 
“Computer technology today makes available tools that make 
it possible to collect an infinity of data and images and to 
make them public or confidential in a selective and extremely 
accurate manner,” he said. 
 

Cultural assets 
The Pope stressed that it was also important to address the 
issues involved in managing cultural assets, “both in terms of 
their economic sustainability and the contribution they can 
make to evangelization and the deepening of faith.” 
 
Last but not least, Pope Francis highlighted the need to ad-
dress the reuse of disused real estate. 
 
He said it was a need that is all the more urgent today, “not 
only because of the numerical contraction of communities of 
consecrated life and the need to find the resources necessary 
to care for elderly and sick sisters and brothers, but also, in 
particular, the effects of the acceleration of legislative change 
and the necessary need for adaptation.” 
 
The Pope underlined that the disposition of one's heritage “is 
a particularly sensitive and complex issue, which can attract 
misleading interests on the part of unscrupulous individuals 
and be an occasion of scandal for the faithful: hence the need 
to act with great prudence and shrewdness and also to create 
institutional structures to accompany communities that are 
less well equipped.” 
 
He noted that all issues were being explored during the con-
ference “with the opportunity to identify not only the prob-
lems, but also some successful experiences and good practic-
es that can be shared.” 
 
He concluded his message by saying that it is "particularly 
through the use of real estate that the Church, and therefore 
all the communities that make it up, can bear good witness 
and announce the possibility of an economy of culture, soli-
darity and welcome.”  
 

Vatican.VA  
Pope Francis: Cultural Heritage an Important Contribution to Faith 



Fourth Sunday of Easter  May 8, 2022 

Pope Francis continues his catechesis on the elderly at the 
Wednesday General Audience, and reminds those advanced 
in years that their witness of faith can fill the young with 
determination and courage. 
 
2022-05-04 — By Devin Watkins — At the weekly General 
Audience, Pope Francis focused his attention on the Biblical 
figure of Eleazar, as recounted in 2 Maccabees 6:18-31. 
 
The 90-year-old man—extremely old at a time (c.170 BC) 
when life expectancy averaged around 40—was ordered by 
King Antiochus IV Epiphanes to eat pork, which was forbid-
den by Jewish Law. 
 
The king’s subjects offered to let Eleazar eat another meat 
and pretend it was pork, 
thus saving his life through 
what they called an unim-
portant gesture. 
 
Eleazar, however, refused to 
even consider breaking 
God’s law and give scandal 
to the young people looking 
on. He was therefore killed 
for disobeying the king. 
 

Trading faith for a 
‘fistful of days’ 
Pope Francis held up the 
honorable witness of Eleazar as an old man, and spoke about 
the relationship between “the faithfulness of old age and the 
honor of faith.” 
 
“The honor of faith occasionally finds itself under pressure—
sometimes violent—from the dominant culture, which seeks 
to weaken it by treating it as an archeological endeavor, old 
superstition, or out-of-date practice,” he said. 
 
The Pope noted that Eleazar offered a powerful witness of 
faith in his explanation of why he refused to eat meat sacri-
ficed to idols. 
 

“Dishonoring the faith in old age, just to gain a handful 
of days, is incomparable with the heritage which we 
must leave to the young, to entire generations yet to 
come.” 

 
Living the faith consistently 
The Pope pointed out that the elderly Eleazar upheld the im-
portance of consistency in the faith, even in old age. 
 
The practice of the faith is too important for life to be set 
aside when it becomes inconvenient, he added. 
 

“If an old person who, due to their vulnerability, were to ac-
cept to treat the practice of the faith as irrelevant would lead 
young people to believe that faith has no real relationship 
with life,” he said. 
 

Seduction of gnosticism 
Pope Francis went on to consider an ancient heresy—
gnosticism—that still offers a seductive invitation to young 
people today. 
 
Gnosticism, he said, considers faith only a spirituality, or 
force of mind, to hold on to, but which has no real connection 
with daily life. 
 

“This mindset is extremely 
seductive, because it inter-
prets—in its own way—an 
indisputable truth: that 
faith cannot be reduced to a 
set of dietary rules or social 
practices.” 
 
He added that gnosticism 
turns the Christian faith into 
an ephemeral belief and 
empties it of true witness. 
 
Yet, said Pope Francis, our 
Christian faith must always 
pass through the Incarna-

tion of the Son of God. 
 

Restoring honor to the faith 
The Pope said modern societies belittle the practice of the 
faith through cultural irony, considering faith something for 
the old to practice. 
 
The elderly, he concluded, have the important mission to 
“restore honor to the faith” because faith is a sign of strength 
and not of weakness. 
 

“Faith deserves respect and honor. It has changed our 
lives, purified our minds, and taught us to adore God and 
love our neighbor. Faith is a blessing for everyone!”  

 

Dear elderly brothers and sisters, please look at 
the young people. The young people are watching 

us and our consistency can open up a beautiful 
path of life for them. Hypocrisy, on the other 

hand, will do so much harm. Let us #PrayTogether 
for one another. #BlessingOfTime 

@PONTIFEX    

Vatican.VA Cont... 
Pope at Audience: Elderly Christians Must Uphold Honor of Faith for Youth 
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Already have a FORMED Account?  
1. Visit FORMED.org  
2. Click Sign In  
3. Enter your email  
4. Click the link in your email  
5. You're in! No more passwords!  

Registering on FORMED is easy!  
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup  
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish  
3. Enter your name and email  
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Stay plugged into St. Anastasia! 

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote 
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communi-
cate information to you regarding Parish happenings.  
 
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church: 

Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com 

Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576 

 
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is 
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and da-
ta rates may apply. Full terms at  
www.flocknote.com/txt 

1 

2 

St. Anastasia Parish Registration 
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join 
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collec-
tion basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory. 
 
Name  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone  …………………… Email ...……………………………………………. 

Sunday, May 8, 2022 MOTHER'S DAY 
No Intentions 

5:00 p.m. Vigil, 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 
 
Monday, May 9, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Klara Deuber  
 Bubany & Filipas Family  
  
Tuesday, May 10, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Moses & George Family 
 Peter Cardarelli 
  
Wednesday, May 11, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Peter Reali, Sr. 
 Patrick Coyle 
  
Thursday, May 12, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Lorenzo Forgione 
 Mary & Sunder Raj (Living) 
  
Friday, May 13, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Elizabeth McManus Kelly  
 Ann & Eugene Ferguson  
  
Saturday, May 14, 2022  
8:30 a.m. Mary Raj (Living) 
 Angelica Jimenez 
  
Sunday, May 15, 2022  

5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff  
 Lt. Thomas Goodwin 
  
8:00 a.m. Maria Petruso 
  
10:00 a.m. Barbara Hedgecock  
 Flora Dona  
  
12:00 noon People of St. Anastasia Parish 

Bread & Wine Memorial 

In Memory of 

Dolores Murphy and Patrick Coyle 
May 7 — 14, 2022 

 
 

Prayer Intentions 

Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are 
sick and all those who have died. 
 
  

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions 

May 2022 
For faith-filled young people 

We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may 
they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, 
the courage that faith generates, and the dedication to service. 

Mass Intentions  

Pray for the 
Persecuted 

Pray for the Persecuted 

stanyc.flocknote.com
http://www.flocknote.com/txt
https://www.sta.nyc/youtube
https://www.sta.nyc/facebook

