Pentecost Sunday

June 5, 2022

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me,
you will keep my commandments. And I will
ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate to be with you always.
“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling
with him. Those who do not love me do not keep my words;

yet the word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who
sent me.
“I have told you this while I am with you. The Advocate, the
Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything and remind you of all that I told you.”
— John 14:15-16, 23B-26

The Holy Spirit
will teach you everything
and remind you
of all that I told you.
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All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the fourth Saturday of the month (depending on
the holiday schedule). Please call the Faith Formation Office at 718-2255191 to make arrangements. The process includes completing an interview
and Baptismal Instruction class. A copy of the child's birth certificate is also
needed by the time of the interview and class.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses

Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR

• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy

• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES: (718) 631-3153 (718) 631-3155
WEB SITE: www.dwcaonline.org
EMAIL:
dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Holy Days and Special Liturgies
• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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Altar Servers Ministry
Our parish is in need of Altar
Servers. Children in grade
three or older who received
their first communion can become more involved in the life
of our parish by taking an active role in liturgy as Altar
Servers.
If your child is interested in
serving, please contact Rose
Ruesing, Director of Faith Formation & School of Religion at
dff@sta.nyc or at 718-2255191 for an enrollment form.

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
— 1 COR 12

Knit or Crochet?
We have a knitting and Crochet group meeting each
Wednesday morning, 10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon, at the Parish
Center. If you would like to stop by and join, you are welcome! This group has produced many beautiful items for
children and adults in need. It is a chance to use your talents for good and meet new friends.

Electronic Giving
We prayerfully request that
you consider signing up for egiving from your computer,
smartphone or tablet. Make a
recurring donation or a one
time gift.
Your generous online donations will help sustain ministries that reflect God’s love.
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. Anastasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support It is genuinely appreciated.

Pray the Rosary
The Family That Prays Together
Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52 a.m. for the Rosary
before the 8:30 AM Daily Mass.
Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another
devotion) each Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Church.

The Spirit gave them ability.
Is the Holy Spirit preparing you to share the
Lord’s mission as a priest, deacon or in
the consecrated life?

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.
God Bless You!

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org
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Social Ministry

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and surrounding communities. Please look to join us with the following planned projects:
•
•
•

•

Health Fair and Blood Drive
Thanksgiving meals and food drive
Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, Jamaica Estates
Homebound ministry

If you are interested in helping with any of these, please
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc
Also, we are still a drop off
site for food scraps. The
bin is located behind the
parish center across from
the playground. You can
drop in fruit, vegetables,
eggshells, coffee and tea
grinds, nuts, dried flowers
and houseplants. The site
is open all day, seven days
a week.
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Reflections

WWW.POPESPRAYERUSA.NET/
Pope’s Prayer Intentions for June 2022:
For families
We pray for Christian families around the world; may
they embody and experience unconditional love and advance in holiness in their daily lives.
Reflection by Kathryn Whitaker
For nearly two decades, we’ve said, ‘make good choices!’ to
all six of our children on a regular basis. A counselor friend
of mine once noted that sometimes even good people make
bad choices, but the choice doesn’t take away the worth of
the person. Say, even when my tweens threw a ball in the
house, minutes after I asked them not to, decapitating my
Mary statue! Now that those children are growing into teenagers and young adults, the spirit of unconditional love and
advancing in holiness has taken on new meaning.
We sometimes equate holiness with perfection, but I’m
guessing scores of heavenly saints would argue that it was
their choices—sometimes good, often bad—that led them to
the heart of Jesus. Well, that and the unconditional love of
people who were in their corner, lifting them up when it
mattered. Just ask St. Augustine and his mother, St. Monica. As a mom of six I will add that it’s my shortcomings
(like my willingness to ask for forgiveness) and the mercy of
my children (to accept said forgiveness) that pushes us all a
little closer to our eternal reward. As Pope John Paul II reminds us, “to maintain a joyful family requires much from
both the parents and the children. Each member of the family has to become, in a special way, the servant of the others.”
When the world feels heavy and our crosses almost unbearable, may families focus on the choice right in front of them,
willing to be a servant to one another. That foundation of
grace, mercy and love will surely give us the strength we
need to advance in holiness, one imperfect choice at a time.
Copyright © Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network USACanada. The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network
(Apostleship of Prayer) addresses the challenges facing
humanity and assists the mission of the Church. All Rights
Reserved. Content used with permission.
Author Kathryn Whitaker is a sixth-generation Texan who
was raised as an evangelical Protestant and then converted to Catholicism. On social media and her blog, Kathryn
shares her honest take on family life and living the Gospel
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Vatican.VA
Pope at Regina Coeli: True Love Never Stifles but
Leaves Us Free to Love

for us, so that we may always be accompanied and blessed by
the Father.

2022-05-29 — St. Peter's Square — On Ascension Sunday,
Pope Francis prayed the Eastertide Marian prayer of the Regina Coeli, and reflected on the day’s Gospel (Lk 24:46-53).

Brothers and sisters, let us think today of the gift of the Spirit
we have received from Jesus to be witnesses of the Gospel.
Let us ask ourselves if we really are; and also, if we are capable of loving others, leaving them free and making room for
Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno! Today in Italy and in them. And then: do we know how to make ourselves intercesmany countries the Ascension of the Lord, that is, his return sors for others, that is, do we know how to pray for them and
to the Father, is celebrated. In the Liturgy, the Gospel accord- bless their lives? Or do we serve others for our own interests?
ing to Luke narrates the final apparition of the Risen Christ
Let us learn this: intercessory prayer, interceding for the hopes
to the disciples (cf. 24:46-53). The earthly life of Jesus culmi- and sufferings of the world, interceding for peace. And let us
nates precisely with the Ascension, which we also profess in
bless with our eyes and our words those we meet every day!
the Creed: “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father”. What does this event mean?
Now let us pray to Our Lady, blessed among women, who,
How should we interpret it? To answer this question, let us
filled with the Holy Spirit, always prays and intercedes for us.
focus on two actions that Jesus performs before ascending
into Heaven: first, he announces the gift of the Spirit – he
announces the gift of the Spirit – and then he blesses the disNo Tobacco Day: Pope Francis Reiterates the Need
ciples. He announces the gift of the Spirit, and he blesses.

to Care for Life

First of all, Jesus says to his friends: “I send the promise of
my Father upon you” (v. 49). He is talking about the Holy
Spirit, the Comforter, he who will accompany them, guide
them, support then in their mission, defend them in spiritual
battles. And so, we understand something important: Jesus
is not abandoning the disciples. He ascends to Heaven, but
he does not leave them alone. Rather, precisely by ascending
towards the Father, he ensures the effusion of the Holy Spirit, of his Spirit. On another occasion he had said: “It is to
your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Counsellor – that is, the Spirit – will not come to you” (Jn
16:7). In this too, we see Jesus’ love for us: his is a presence
that does not want to limit our freedom. On the contrary, he
leaves space to us, because true love always generates a closeness that does not stifle, is not possessive, is close but not
possessive; on the contrary, true love which makes us protagonists. And in this way, Christ reassures, “I will go to the Father, and you will be clothed with power from on high: I will
send you my Spirit and with his strength, you will continue
my work in the world!” (cf. Lk 24:49). And so, ascending to
Heaven, instead of remaining beside a few people with his
body, Jesus becomes close to all with the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit makes Jesus present in us, beyond the barriers of
time and space, to make us his witnesses in the world.
Straight afterwards – it is the second action – Christ raises
his hands and blesses the apostles (cf. v. 50). It is a priestly
gesture. God, since the times of Aaron, had entrusted to
priests the task of blessing the people (cf. Nm 6:36). The Gospel wants to tell us that Jesus is the great priest of our life.
Jesus ascends to the Father to intercede on our behalf, to
present our humanity to him. Thus, before the eyes of the
Father, with the humanity of Jesus, there are and always will
be our lives, our hopes, our wounds. So, as he makes his
“exodus” to Heaven, Christ “makes way” for us, he goes to
prepare a place for us and, from this time forth, he intercedes

2022-05-31 — St. Linda Bordoni — World No Tobacco Day,
marked annually on 31 May, is part of a global campaign that
aims to raise public awareness about the damage the use of
tobacco wreaks on our health and about the many ways in
which it threatens the environment we live in.
Pope Francis has joined his voice to the campaign saying that
“The culture of life is a heritage that we Christians must
share with everyone.”
His words came in a brief message addressed to the Argentinian Bishop Ariel Edgardo Torrado Mosconi who was one
of the promoters of an international seminar held last May
25, at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross entitled
"The Catholic Church Towards The Problem of Smoking
Harm Reduction”.
The Seminar was organized in collaboration with an Italian
Association for healthcare and with the patronage of the
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development.
“Every human life, unique and unrepeatable, has inestimable
value. This must always be proclaimed anew, with the courage of words and actions," the Pope said in the message that
he concluded expressing hope that reflection on this issue
"will help many people become aware that physical health is
a gift from God that the Lord has given us and that we must
take care of it responsibly."

Cigarette ban in the Vatican

Pope Francis ordered a ban on the sale of cigarettes inside
the Vatican from the beginning of 2018 because of health
concerns, as explained by the former Holy See Press Office
Director, Greg Burke: “The motive is very simple: the Holy
See cannot be cooperating with a practice that is clearly
harming the health of people.”
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Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
DWCA Gala Raffle Winners
Thank you to all the Parents and Parishioners for supporting Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy by purchasing raffle
tickets.
The winners are:
Tuition Raffle: Elizabeth Gambeski
50/50 Raffle Winner of $952.50: Sue Bonadio
Parking space: Katrina Duncan
Coast to Coast - Tickets to the Mets vs. Dodgers game September 1, 2022: Robert Schirling
Vista Vacay - Sheraton Vistana Resort Villa, Lake Buena
Vista, Orlando: Alice and Marcos Penedo
Apple I-Tech: Audrey Zoumberakis
Football Fantasy - 2 Jets tickets Section 206A Row 1 seats
12 and 13 PLUS parking passes to any Jets regular season
game (excluding Bills and Dolphins): Robert Schirling
Island Escape – Antigua Trip: Stephanie Savocchi – Alongi
Jet Set – Jet blue Tickets: Yacaira Valenzuela
The Fanatics - 7 Line Mets Experience: Audrey
Zoumberakis
Make It Rain $500 cash: Lauren and Vincent Peluso

Game Time Nintendo Switch OLED: Christina Starcic
Principal for a Day: Andrea & Andrew Diakiwski
Sitting in Style: Jacquelyn and Tim McCabe

Next Sunday, June 12, 2022

The Most Holy Trinity Solemnity

Spend time with God every day

June 5, 2022

Reflections
The Gospel of Matthew
The first gospel starts with “a genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of
David, son of Abraham.” With this
opening the evangelist prepares us
for this Jesus who will be the fulfillment of major figures of the
Hebrew scriptures.
Archeologists and textual experts
usually date the writing of the
Gospel of Matthew to around 80
CE. One piece of evidence for the
dating of this gospel is that it contains nearly all of the Gospel of Mark. From this we know that it was composed after
70 CE (near the time when Mark was written). In addition
to having Mark as a source, the Gospel of Matthew shares a
large chunk of material with Luke, material that appears
neither in Mark or in John. From this we assume that there
was another source for Matthew, one that he and the writer
of Luke used. Matthew also had his own information about
Jesus that the other evangelists did not.
The Gospel of Matthew is unique in its five-part structure:
after the introduction (which contains the stories of the
annunciation to Joseph [not Mary, as in Luke] of Jesus’
birth, his birth and manifestation to the magi [not shepherds, as in Luke]), each part contains a long speech by
Jesus followed by actions that Jesus performs. Part one is
the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5–7); part two prepares the disciples for their missionary journeys (10); part
three is filled with parables (13); part four deals with
church order (18); and the fifth part concerns the end of
the world (24–25). Scholars assume that the evangelist
adopted this structure from the Pentateuch, the first five
books of the Bible. This is a big clue about the portrait of
Jesus in this gospel.
Many of the people in the church for which the Gospel of
Matthew was written were Jews. One of the main purposes
of this gospel was to provide consolation to those who
wrestled with the compatibility of the Jewish heritage and
their faith in Jesus. For this reason we find references to
patriarchs of ancient Israel from the very first verse. A genealogy filled with Jewish ancestors begins the text, and
the evangelist fills the narrative with quotations from the
Hebrew scriptures. All of this seeks to reassure the hearers
that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the Messiah anticipated
in the older faith.
The Gospel of Matthew is proclaimed throughout Year A, in
the years 1999, 2002, 2005, 2008 and so on.
In art, the evangelist Matthew is portrayed with an angel by
his side. The feast of Saint Matthew is September 21.
Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101;
1-800-933-1800. Text by Martin Connell. Art by Rita Corbin.
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Saint Anastasia Parish

Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign In
3. Enter your email
4. Click the link in your email
5. You're in! No more passwords!

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Registering on FORMED is easy!
1. Go to FORMED.org/signup
2. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish
3. Enter your name and email
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Rev. George J. Lutjen
June 4 — 11, 2022

Prayer Intentions
Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are
sick and all those who have died.

Mass Intentions
Sunday, June 5, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil Amedeo de Rege
Mary Anne DeCarlo
8:00 a.m.

Maria Petruso
Peter Reali, Sr.

10:00 a.m.

Erminia Motika (LIving)
Patricia Dillon Cairney

12:00 noon People of St. Anastasia Parish

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
June 2022
For families
We pray for Christian families around the world; may they embody and experience unconditional love and advance in holiness
in their daily lives.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!

Monday, June 6, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Gerard Wilson
Lucy Beirne
Tuesday, June 7, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Robert Bilz
Simeon Lee
Wednesday, June 8, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Maria & Sam Grenc
Sonia Vargas
Thursday, June 9, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Peter Reali, Sr.
Barbara & Roy Lobosco

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.

Friday, June 10, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Umberto Savocchi
Ruggiero Taglienti

Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:

Saturday, June 11, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Francesco Badola

1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

Sunday, June 12, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff
8:00 a.m.

For the People of St. Anastasia Parish

10:00 a.m.

Pietro & Paul Nardozi
John & Margaret Harrison

12:00 noon Umberto Savocchi
John Rawlins

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….

Monday, June 6, 2022

The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church
Memorial

