Summer Rectory Office Hours Mon—Thurs 9am –12 noon & 1pm—4pm All Other Hours by Appointment

American Martyrs Mission Statement
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table
of the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and
example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all.

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments
Penance
Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request)
Baptisms
The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m.s. Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in
advance before the scheduled date. Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an
instruction class.
Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick
This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the
rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled,
call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital. A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually.
Pastoral Care to the Homebound
We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation
or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate
to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you.
Holy Matrimony
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish.

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times!
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to
our children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every
opportunity. For help or info call: Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300

Traveling Madonna
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.
For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish. In this difficult time, as we pray for
peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110.
In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important. Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a
group. All welcome !

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs
Michael Arriaga, Roberto Barrientos, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Diana Ferrante, Michael
Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., Arlene Scherne, Marie Scuderi,
Paulette Wilson, Irene McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson,
Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, Tara McGraw, Msgr. John
Keppler, Joseph Zicari, Dawn Brigante, George Adamonis, Bill Krug, Caroline Bonacci , Germaine DeVier, Anthonine
Charles, Chuck Levitt, Fr. Jim Cunningham, Anna + Erwin Bischoff and Rudy Mazzocchi

July 3, 2022 - July 9, 2022
Sunday
8:30am:
Suresh Kumar (requested by Margaret + Francis )
10:30am:
American Martyrs Purgatorial Society
12:30pm: Ernesta + Antonio Mongell (requested by their family)
Monday
For Our Nation (requested by Fr. Peter)
Tuesday
Jessie Jackson + Stephen Napoli (requested by Bill + Rose)
Wednesday
Donald Mac Ewen (requested by his family)

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
OF AMERICAN MARTYRS

Thursday
Thomas H. Sumner (requested by Bill + Rose)

God shall wipe all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain, for the former things are passed away. Rev. 21:4

Friday
Marilyn Sasadek (requested by Frank )

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS

Saturday
8:30am: For the Faithful of American Martyrs
5:00pm
Fredrick Schreiber (requested by Connie Marciano )

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN
PO3 John Schaefer - USCG
TAO Sean Reiley—USN
PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS
LORD, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for the
selfless acts they perform for us in our time
of need. And give us peace.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
Our Lord and Savior. Amen

The Collection for June 26, 2022
E-Giving: $1,667.50
Collection: $3,979.00
Total: $5,646.50
Peter’s Pence: $886

American Martyrs Blog... ....Brought to you by Greg, Mike and Mike2
Dear People of God, It’s summer! This week, please enjoy this essay reflection by Fr. Mike Schmidt, chaplain for the Newman Catholic Campus
Ministry at the University of Minnesota-Duluth.
My Side of the Confessional. What is it like for the Priest?
I was once riding in a shuttle-bus with a number of older folks on the way from an airport. They noticed that I was a priest and started asking
questions about it. "Do you do all of the priest stuff?" "Yep." "Even the Confession thing?" "Yeah. All the time." One older lady gasped, "Well, I
think that that would be the worst. It would be so depressing; hearing all about people's sins." I told them that it was the exact opposite. There is
almost no greater place to be than with someone when they are coming back to God. I said, "It would depressing if I had to watch someone leave
God; I get to be with them when they come back to Hi m." The Confessional is a place where people let God's love win., the place is the most
joyful, humbling, and inspiring place in the world.
What do I see during confession?
I think there are three things. First, I see the costly mercy of God in action. I get to regularly come face to face with the overwhelming, lifetransforming power of God's love. I get to see God's love u p-close and it reminds me of how good God is. Not many folks get to see the way in
which God's sacrifice on the Cross is constantly breaking into people's lives and melting the hardest hearts. Jesus consoles those who are grieving
their sins ... and strengthens those who find themselves wanting to give up on God or on life. As a priest, I get to see this thing happen every day.
I see a Saint in the making.
The second thing I see is a person who is still trying —a saint in the making. I don't care if this is the person's third confession this week; if they are
seeking the Sacrament of Reconciliation, it means that they are trying. That's all that I care about. This thought is worth considering: going to
Confession is a sign that you haven't given up on Jesus. This is one of the reasons why pride is so deadly. I have talked with people who tell me
that t hey don't want to go to Confession to t heir priest because their priest really likes t hem and "thinks that they are a good kid." I have two
things to say to this. 1. He will not be disappointed! What your priest will see is a person who is trying! I dare you to find a saint who didn't need
God's mercy! (Even Mary needed God's mercy; she received the mercy of God in a dramatic and powerful way at her conception.) 2. So what if
the priest is disappointed? We try to be so impressive with so much of our lives. Confession is a place where we don't get to be impressive.
Confession is a place where the desire to impress goes to die. Think about it: all other sins have the potential to cause us to race to the confessional,
but pride is the one that causes us to hide from the God who could heal us.
Do I remember your sins? No!
So often, people will ask if I remember people's sins from Confession. As a priest, I rarely, if ever, remember sins from the confessional. That
might seem impossible, but the truth is, sins aren't all that impressive. They aren't like memorable sunsets or meteor showers or super-intriguing
movies . . . they are more like the garbage. And if sins are like garbage, then the priest is like God's garbage man. If you ask a garbage man about
the grossest thing he's ever had to haul to the dump, maaaaaaybe he could remember it. But the fact is, once you get used to taking out the trash, it
ceases to be noteworthy, it ceases to stand out. Honestly, once you realize that the Sacrament of Reconciliation is less about the sin and more about
Christ's death and resurrection having victory in a person 's life, the sins lose all of their luster, and Jesus' victory takes center stage. In Confession,
we meet the life-transforming, costly love of God ... freely given to us every time we ask for it. We meet Jesus who reminds us, "You are worth
dying for ... even in your sins, you are worth dying for." Whenever someone comes to Confession, I see a person who is deeply loved by God and
who is telling God that they love Him back. That's it, and that's all.
In confession I see my own weakness
The third thing a priest sees when he hears Confessions is his own soul. It is a scary place for a priest. I cannot tell you how humbled I am when
someone approaches Jesus' mercy through me. I am not over-awed by their sins; I am struck by the fact that they have been able to recognize sins
in their life that I have been blind to in my own. Hearing someone's humility breaks down my own pride. It is one of the best examinations of
conscience. But why is Confession a scary place for a priest? It is frightening because of the way in which Jesus trusts me to be a living sign of His
mercy. Archbishop Fulton Sheen once told priests that we scarcely realize what is happening when we extend our hands over someone's head in
absolution. We don't realize, he said, that the very Blood of Christ is dripping from our fingers onto their heads, washing the penitent clean.
The day after I was ordained, we had a little party and my dad stood up and made a toast. He has worked his entire life as an orthopedic surgeon,
and he was a very good one. My whole life, his patients have come up to me at one time or another and told me how their lives have been changed
because my dad was such a good surgeon. So, there my dad was, standing in the midst of these people, and he began to say, "My whole life, I have
used my hands to heal people's broken bodies. But from now on, my son Michael ... um, Father Michael ... will use his hands (at this point, he got
choked up) ... He will use his hands to heal broken souls. His hands will save even more lives than mine have." Confession is such a powerful
place. All I have to do is offer God's mercy, love, and redemption ... but I don't want to get in Jesus' way. The priest stands in judgment of no one.
In the Confessional, the only thing I have to offer is mercy.
Have a Safe 4th of July… ...Fr. Peter

SUMMER RECTORY HOURS FOR JULY & AUGUST
Monday - Thursday 9am + 4pm
Closed on Friday and Saturday (Meetings by Appointment Only)

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY CALL RECTORY
AND LEAVE A MESSAGE ON VOICE MAIL

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

It's Independence Day week, and there is a link worth tracing between the Declaration of Independence and the
language of liturgy. One of the signers of the Declaration on that July 4 long ago was Charles Carroll, probably the
wealthiest man in the colonies and one of the few Catholics on the political scene. As a flourish to his signature, he
sought to distinguish himself from other prominent citizens bearing the same name by penning "Charles Carroll of
Carrolltown"--a defiant "come and get me if you dare" postscript aimed at the British.
Carroll's brother John was a priest and patriot who in 1789 was given the task of organizing the Catholic Church in this
country. By 1791 he had assembled a synod, or assembly of delegates, to launch that task formally. Archbishop Carroll
wanted to gain acceptance of our faith by American people who mistrusted our customs and could not comprehend our
liturgy. He made the amazing proposal to Rome that our liturgy should be prayed not in Latin, but in the vernacular,
English. His wish was denied, but one hundred sixty years later, his deep desire helped the American bishops and
scholars at the Second Vatican Council to win the vote in favor of the vernacular not just for the United States, but for
the Church throughout the world.—Copyright© Rev. James Field, Copyright
4 TIDBITS ABOUT THE FOURTH OF JULY
As we spend time with family and friends on this July fourth holiday, it is important to remember the reason we’re
celebrating: the freedom we have in this country. Here are a few things you may not now about July 4th:
1. The estimated number of residents that existed in America in 1776 was 2.7 million. Today, that is about the size of
Greater Cleveland.
2. July 2 was actually the day the representatives voted to declare independence.
3. Only 2 people signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The rest signed on August 2, 1776.
Maybe we should make Aug 2 a holiday, too!
4. We may want to consider changing our cookout
menus to turtle soup, poached salmon with egg sauce, green peas and new potatoes. That is what legend says John
Adams ate on July 4, 1776.

Whether you are eating hot dogs or salmon, we hope you have a wonderful day and take some
time to be thankful for the freedom (and those who protect it) we have as a country!

THE Defensive Driving Course
"You Can't Afford to Miss It"
THIS COURSE WILL BE HELD AT: American Martyr's RC Church- Bayside
Saturday, July 30, 2022 from 9:00AM -3:30PM
For information call Martin Hirschfield at 631 360-9720

Floater and Smitty
Golf Legends

Floater: “A golf rule says a player cannot change his lie. When
you once tell your score, men, stick to it.”
Smitty: “There’s one big difference between learning to drive a
car and learning to play golf. When you are learning to play golf,
you don’t hit anything.”
Floater: “A golfer is a man who yells “Fore,” takes seven and
puts down five.”
Smitty:“ I've been playing golf in tough luck lately. I missed a
hole-in-one by only four strokes.”
Floater: “Higher golf scores would result if players told the
truth, the hole truth and nothing but the truth.”
Smitty: “An optimist is a fellow who looks in the cup for his lost
golf ball.”
Floater: “I’m a loving husband! My doctor said my wife and I
needed exercise. So I bought golf clubs for myself and a lawn
mower for her.”
Smitty: “Some say that driving a golf ball is as easy as pie, but
we always slice it.”
Floater: “A perfectly straight shot with a big golf club is a
fluke.”
Smitty: “Floater has never choked while golfing, then again,
Floater has never been in the position to do so while golfing!”

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 3, 2022
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.”
Are you being called by the Lord of the harvest to
proclaimHis kingdom as a priest, deacon or in the
consecrated life?
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or
email: vocations@diobrook.org.

