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On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home 
of one of the leading Pharisees, and the peo-
ple there were observing him carefully. He 
told a parable to those who had been invited, 
noticing how they were choosing the places of 

honor at the table. "When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding banquet, do not recline at table in the place of hon-
or. A more distinguished guest than you may have been invit-
ed by him, and the host who invited both of you may ap-
proach you and say, 'Give your place to this man,' and then 
you would proceed with embarrassment to take the lowest 
place. Rather, when you are invited, go and take the lowest 
place so that when the host comes to you he may say, 'My 

friend, move up to a higher position.' Then you will enjoy the 
esteem of your companions at the table. For every one who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted." 
 
Then he said to the host who invited him, "When you hold a 
lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers 
or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, in case they may 
invite you back and you have repayment. Rather, when you 
hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to 
repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous."  — Luke : , -  



Parish Membership 
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be 
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.  
 
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if 
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should 
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address, 
please notify the Rectory by mail. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on the fourth Saturday of the month (depending on 
the holiday schedule).  Please call the Faith Formation Office at - -

 to make arrangements.  The process includes completing an interview 
and Baptismal Instruction class.  A copy of the child's birth certificate is also 
needed by the time of the interview and class. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Time available: Saturday  AM—  PM and Sunday :  PM—  PM. 
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of 
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacra-
mental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing. 
 

Liturgies 
Weekend Masses 

· :  p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday 
· Sunday: :  AM, :  AM and  noon 
 

Weekday Masses 
· Monday thru Saturday at :  AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
· Saturdays from :  - :  PM in the Church 
 

Holy Days and Special Liturgies 
· Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and 

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office 
 

Devotions 
· Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the :  AM Daily Mass 
· Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday. 
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Parish Mission Statement 
 

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as 
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice. 

 

All are welcome! 
 

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;  
NO MATTER your family situation;  
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith; 
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;  
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;  
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday —  Friday :  AM to :  PM 

( ) -  

Established  
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Pray the Rosary 
The Family That Prays Together  

Stays Together. 
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton 

 
Rise and Shine: Please join us at :  
a.m. for the Rosary before the :  AM 
Daily Mass. 
 
Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Ro-
sary (or another devotion) each Tuesday 
afternoon at pm in the Church. 
 
 

Faith Formation 
Religious Education Registration for -  

Please register at: 
https://sta.nyc/re  

Classes begin in September! 

An attentive ear is the desire of the wise. 
Is your prayer attentive to the wisdom of 

Christ? Is He inviting you to follow Him as a 
priest, deacon, sister or brother? 

Contact the Vocation Office at ( ) -   
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org 

Electronic Giving 
We prayerfully request that 
you consider signing up for e-
giving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet. Make a 
recurring donation or a one 
time gift.  
 
Your generous online donations will help sustain min-
istries that reflect God’s love.  
 
It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. An-
astasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your 
generosity and continued support It is genuinely ap-
preciated. 

Sign up today by visiting 
faith.direct/NY28, or  

text ‘Enroll’ to - - . 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish family. 
God Bless You! 

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and sur-
rounding communities.  Please look to join us with the fol-
lowing planned projects: 
 
· Health Fair and Blood Drive 
· Thanksgiving meals and food drive 
· Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Im-

maculate Conception, Jamaica Estates 
· Homebound ministry 
 
If you are interested in helping with any of these, please 
contact Rose Ruesing at - -  or dff@sta.nyc 
Also, we are still a drop off 
site for food scraps.  The 
bin is located behind the 
parish center across from 
the playground.  You can 
drop in fruit, vegetables, 
eggshells, coffee and tea 
grinds, nuts, dried flowers 
and houseplants.  The site 
is open all day, seven days 
a week. 

Social Ministry 
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Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday! 
 
In the passage from the Gospel of Luke for this Sunday’s lit-
urgy, someone asks Jesus, “will those who are saved be few?” 
And the Lord responds: “Strive to enter through the narrow 
door” (Lk : ). The narrow door…this is an image that 
could scare us, as if salvation is destined for only a few elect, 
or perfect people. But this contradicts what Jesus taught us 
on many other occasions. And, as a matter of fact, a little fur-
ther ahead, he confirms, “People will come from east and 
west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the 
kingdom of God” (v. ). Therefore, this door is narrow, but 
is open to everyone! Do not forget this. The door is open to 
everyone! 
 
But to better understand, what this narrow door is, we need 
to ask what it is. Jesus was using an image from contempo-
rary life, most likely referring to the fact that, when evening 
would fall, the doors of the city would be closed and only one, 
the smallest and the narrowest, would remain open. To re-
turn home, someone could get through only there. 
 
Now let’s think about when Jesus says, “I am the door. If an-
yone enters by me, he will be saved” (Jn : ). He wants to 
tell us that to enter into God’s life, into salvation, we need to 
pass through him, not through another one, through him; to 
welcome him and his Word. Just as to enter into the city, 
someone had to “measure” the same as the only remaining 
open narrow door, so too the Christian door is a life whose 
“measure is Christ”, founded and modeled on him. This 
means that the rule of measure is Jesus and his Gospel – not 
what we think, but what he says to us. So, we are talking 
about a narrow door not because only a few are destined to 
go through it, no, but because to belong to Christ means to 
follow him, to live one’s life in love, in service, and in giving 
oneself as he did, who passed through the narrow door of the 
cross. Entering into the project God proposes for our life re-
quires that we restrict the space of egoism, reduce the pre-
sumption of self-sufficiency, lower the heights of pride and 
arrogance, and that we overcome laziness, in order to trav-
erse the risk of love, even when it involves the cross. 
 
Let’s think, in concrete terms, about those daily acts of love 
that we struggle to carry on with: let’s think of the parents 
who dedicate themselves to their children, making sacrifices 
and renouncing time for themselves; of those who concern 
themselves about others and not only about their own inter-
ests (how many people are good like this); let’s think of those 
who spend themselves in service to the elderly, to the poorest 
and most vulnerable; let’s think of those who keep on work-
ing committedly, putting up with discomfort and, perhaps, 
with misunderstanding; let’s think of those who suffer be-
cause of their faith, but who continue to pray and love; let’s 
think of those who, rather than following their own instincts, 
respond to evil with good, finding the strength to forgive and 

the courage to begin again. These are just a few examples of 
people who do not choose the wide door of their own conven-
ience, but the narrow door of Jesus, of a life spent in loving. 
The Lord says today that the Father will recognize them 
much more than those who believe they are already saved but 
who are actually “workers of evil” (Lk : ) in life. 
 
Brothers and sisters, which side do we want to be on? Do we 
prefer the easy way of thinking only about ourselves, or do we 
choose the narrow door of the Gospel that puts our selfish-
ness into crisis, but which makes us able to welcome the true 
life that comes from God and makes us happy? Which side 
are we on? May Our Lady, who followed Jesus all the way to 
the cross, help us to measure our life with him so as to enter 
into the fullness of eternal life. 
 
 
 
After the Angelus, the Holy Father continued: 
 
Brothers and sisters, 
 
I am following closely, with concern and sorrow, the situation 
created in Nicaragua that involves persons and institutions. I 
would like to express my conviction and my hope that, 
through an open and sincere dialogue, the basis for a respect-
ful and peaceful co-existence might still be found. Let us ask 
the Lord, through the intercession of the Purísima, to inspire 
everyone’s heart with this concrete will. 
 
Brothers and sisters, I greet all of you, people from Rome and 
pilgrims from various countries – families, parish groups, 
associations. In particular, I greet the community from the 
Pontifical North American College, especially the new semi-
naries who have just arrived, and I encourage them in their 
spiritual commitment, and urge them be faithful to the Gos-
pel and to the Church. I greet those consecrated women in 
the Ordo virginum, and I encourage them to witness to the 
joy of the love of Christ. 
 
I greet the faithful from Verona, Trevignano, Pratissolo, the 
young people from Paternò, Lequile and those participating 
in the Via lucis who, inspired by the example of the Saints 
“next door”, will be meeting with the poor who live near rail-
way stations. And a greeting to the young people of the Im-
maculata. 
 
Let us persevere in our closeness and in prayer for the dear 
Ukrainian people who are experiencing inhuman cruelty. 
 
I wish all of you a happy Sunday. And, please do not forget to 
pray for me. Enjoy your lunch and arrivederci!  

Vatican.VA  
Pope Francis Angelus address 

Enter the Narrow Door by Serving God and Others 
Saint Peter's Square — Sunday, August 21, 2022 
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Pope: Diversity of Ministries a Richness for Church 

As the nd National Liturgical Week opens in Salerno, Ita-
ly, Pope Francis expresses his hopes that the meeting will 
allow for a fruitful deepening in appreciation of the ecclesial 
ministries in the Church in a perspective of ever greater ser-
vice. 
 

- -  — B  A  M  — Cardinal Pietro Pa-
rolin, Secretary of State, conveyed the cordial greetings of 
Pope Francis to the president of Italy's Liturgical Action Cen-
ter, Archbishop Claudio Maniago of Catanzaro-Squillace, and 
to all the participants involved. He said the theme they are 
discussing - 'Ministries at the Service of a Synodal Church' - 
"holds particular significance for the Church in the present 
historical moment." Cardinal Parolin recalled the Pope's 
words regarding the Synodal path the Church has undertak-
en and the need to become "experts in the art of encounter," 
and available to help each other "so that the diversity of char-
isms, vocations and ministries enriches us."  
 
The study days that have just started have brought together 
bishops, priests, deacons, religious men and women, and nu-
merous lay people. Cardinal Parolin said, "The Holy Father's 
hope is that this meeting of experts in the field, which places 
itself at the service of the pastoral care of the Church in Italy 
(...) will contribute to the theological-liturgical-pastoral un-
derstanding of the ministerial reality, opening perspectives 
for pastoral discernment by the ecclesial community." 
 
Steps of the Magisterium on 'ministeriality' 
Cardinal Parolin then recalled various contributions of the 
Papal Magisterium regarding ministeriality such as the motu 
proprio Ministeria quaedam  years ago when "St. Paul VI 
revised the entire area of minor orders, preserving those of 
the Lector and Acolyte as instituted ministries, and no longer 
considered as reserved to candidates for the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders." Precisely from this document, Cardinal Parolin 
explained, the Liturgical Action Center "rightly proposes a 
reflection on the liturgical animation of the entire People of 

God." He said the Pope looks at the renewal of the Church in 
an increasingly "communal" and less clerical direction.  
 
With the motu proprio Spiritus Domini, Pope Francis over-
comes the constraint that excluded women from access to the 
first two ministries, while with the motu proprio Antiquum 
Ministerium, he gives the Church "the role of the instituted 
ministry of the Catechist." It is on this track of deepening a 
diversified "ministeriality" that the meeting is based, Cardi-
nal Parolin continued, always recalling that every ministry in 
the Church must be inspired by the spirit of service as lived 
by Jesus. He said these discussions offer an opportunity to 
assess the contribution that has been made to ecclesial life 
and the promotion of these same ministries. 
 
The importance of lay people and their role 
A Church understood as a "mystery of communion," Cardinal 
Parolin observed, sheds greater light on the role of the laity, 
making it a matter of "fostering in the lay faithful a clearer 
awareness of their vocation which is expressed in a plurality 
of duties." But he warned that "in dealing with these issues, 
we must be careful not to confuse the universal priesthood 
and the ministerial priesthood, arbitrarily interpreting the 
concept of 'substitution,' 'clericalizing,' and thus risking the 
creation of a de facto ecclesial structure of service parallel to 
that founded on the Sacrament of Holy Orders." 
 
Cardinal Parolin concluded the message by assuring all par-
ticipants in the Conference, which concludes on Thursday, of 
Pope Francis' prayers and blessing, adding his own hopes for 
every success with this "important pastoral initiative."   
 
 

Pope: All Movable Assets of Holy See to Be Man-
aged by Institute for the Works of Religion (IOR) 

Pope Francis issues a brief rescript to clarify that the Insti-
tute for the Works of Religion has exclusive competence for 
managing all of the Holy See’s movable and liquid assets, 
ordering Holy See dicasteries and entities to transfer all 
financial assets to the IOR. 
 

- -  — B  V  N  — The Institute for the 
Works of Religion (IOR)—commonly known as the Vatican 
Bank—shall have exclusive competence over asset manage-
ment and shall oversee the management of all the movable 
assets of the Holy See and its related institutions. 
 
Pope Francis issued that decree in a rescript published on 
Tuesday in the Osservatore Romano. 
 
The Pope stipulates that the rescript "shall have the nature of 
an authentic interpretation of the provisions in force and 
shall have firm and stable force, notwithstanding anything to 
the contrary, even if it precedes the rescript or specifically 
refers to special issues." 
 
The rescript concerns Article , paragraph  of the Consti-

Vatican.VA Cont... 
 

A celebration at the church of Santo Spirito in Sassia, Rome  
(Vatican Media) 
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tution on the Roman Curia "Praedicate Evangelium." 
 
The relevant article is to be interpreted "in the sense that the 
activity of asset manager and custodian of the movable assets 
of the Holy See and of the institutions linked to the Holy See 
belongs exclusively to the Institute for the Works of Reli-
gion." 
 
For this reason, Holy See and related institutions "that pos-
sess financial assets and liquid assets, in whatever form they 
are held, with financial institutions other than the IOR must 
inform the IOR and transfer them to it as soon as possible 
within  days from  September ." 
 
The papal rescript enters into effect immediately, with publi-
cation in the Holy See's daily newspaper.  
 
 

Pope to Rimini meeting: 
Spread in the World a Passion for the Person 

Pope Francis invites the faithful to collaborate on the path of 
promoting friendship among peoples and to spread a pas-
sion for the person, in his message to the rd Meeting of 
Friendship Among Peoples, taking place from  -  Au-
gust. 
 

- -  — B  B  M , SJ — The Vatican Secre-
tary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, has conveyed Pope 
Francis greetings and closeness to Bishop Francesco 
Lambiasi of Rimini, on the occasion of the rd Meeting for 
Friendship Among Peoples holding from -  August. 
 
Every year since , this Meeting for Friendship Among 
Peoples takes place in the northern Italian city of Rimini in 
the month of August. The theme for the  meeting is “A 
passion for the person.” 
 
In the message sent on Friday, the Pope noted that on the 
centenary of the birth of the Servant of God Luigi Guissani, 
the organizers of the Meeting intend to remember his apos-
tolic zeal which prompted him to meet and bring the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to so many people. 
 
The fragility of our time 
Reflecting on the fragility of the times in which we live, the 
Pope said that sometimes it seems like history has turned its 
back on the gaze of Christ on humankind and we can feel that 
“there is no possibility of redemption, a hand that lifts you 
up, an embrace that saves you, forgives you…” 
 
He said that this is the most distressing aspect of the experi-
ence of many who went through loneliness during the pan-
demic or those who have had to abandon everything to es-
cape the violence of war. 
 
As a remedy, the Holy Father pointed at the parable of the 

Good Samaritan, which today shows that people are waiting 
for the Samaritan to come to their aid, take care of them and 
bring them to shelter. 
 
The Good Samaritan 
The Gospel illustrates the Good Samaritan as a “model of 
unconditional passion for every brother and sister one en-
counters along the way,” said the Pope, adding that the Sa-
maritan’s example resonates with the theme of the Meeting. 
 
“It is not just about generosity, of which some have more and 
others less,” but rather Jesus puts us before the deep roots of 
the gesture of the Samaritan, which Pope Francis described 
as “recognizing Christ Himself in every abandoned or exclud-
ed brother or sister.” 
 
So, “it is this passion of Christ for the destiny of each creature 
that must animate the believer's gaze toward everyone,” said 
the Pope, “a gratuitous love, without measure and without 
calculation.” 
 
However, in a world where selfishness and partisan interests 
seem to dictate the agenda in the lives of individuals and na-
tions, “how is it possible to look at those around us as a good 
to be respected, protected and cared for?” the Pope asked. 
“How is it possible to bridge the distance that separates one 
from another?” 
 
Road to fraternity 
“The road to fraternity is not drawn on clouds, it crosses the 
many spiritual deserts present in our societies,” the Pope af-
firmed. 
 
As Benedict XVI said, in the desert, “we rediscover the value 
of what is essential for living... And in the desert, people of 
faith are needed who, with their own lives, point out the way 
to the Promised Land and keep hope alive.” 
 
Meanwhile, Pope Francis, in Evangelii Gaudium ( ), notes 
that “Our commitment does not consist exclusively in activi-
ties or programmes of promotion and assistance.” Rather, 
“what the Holy Spirit mobilizes is not an unruly activism, but 
above all an attentiveness which considers the other in a cer-
tain sense as one with ourselves. This loving attentiveness is 
the beginning of a true concern for their person which in-
spires me effectively to seek their good.” 
 
Encounter with others, social friendship 
The Holy Father underlined that “a person cannot make the 
journey of self-discovery alone; the encounter with the other 
is essential.” 
 
In this regard, the Good Samaritan shows us that our exist-
ence is intimately connected to that of others and that rela-
tionship with the other is a condition for becoming fully our-
selves and for bearing fruit. 

Vatican.VA Cont... 
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By giving us life, the Pope added, “God has in some way 
given us himself so that we, in turn, give ourselves to oth-
ers,” because “human beings are so made that they cannot 
live, develop and find fulfillment except in the sincere gift 
of self to others.” 
 
More so, the fruit of those who, imitating Jesus, make a gift 
of themselves to others is “a social friendship that excludes 
no one and a fraternity that is open to all” and an embrace 
that breaks down walls and goes out to meet the other in 
the awareness that everyone is valuable regardless of the 
situation he or she may be in. 
 
It is this social friendship that believers are invited to nur-
ture with their witness, because “an evangelizing communi-
ty gets involved by word and deed in people’s daily lives; it 
bridges distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, 
and it embraces human life, touching the suffering flesh of 
Christ in others” (Evangelii Gaudium, ). 
 
Pope’s call 
Pope Francis, thus, invited all Christians to this historic 
task, for the good of all, in the certainty that “the source of 
the dignity of every human being and the possibility of uni-
versal fraternity is the Gospel of Jesus embodied in the life 
of the Christian community.” 
 
Echoing his Address at the Ecumenical Meeting in Latvia in 

, he stressed that “if the music of the Gospel ceases to 
resonate in our very being, we will lose the joy born of com-
passion, the tender love born of trust, the capacity for rec-
onciliation” that has its source in knowing how to forgive 
each other. “If the music of the Gospel ceases to sound in 
our homes, our public squares, our workplaces, our politi-
cal and financial life, then we will no longer hear the strains 
that challenge us to defend the dignity of every man and 
woman.” 
 
The Holy Father, in conclusion, expressed hope that the 
organizers and participants at the  Rimini Meeting 
will accept this call with willing hearts, and continue to col-
laborate with the universal Church on the path of friend-
ship among peoples, while spreading in the world a passion 
for the person. Vatican.VA Cont... 
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The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 
Memorial 

Monday, August 29, 2022 
The Church celebrates the pas-
sion of St. John the Baptist who 
died approximately A.D. .  
We know from the Bible that he 
was the cousin of Jesus, the son 
of St. Elizabeth, and also the 
nephew of our Lady.  King Her-
od knew that John was a holy 
man, and he liked to hear 
John’s words, although he did-
n’t take them to heart.  He 
knew that he had to get control 
of him because of the crowds he 
was starting to build.  He was 
afraid to kill him, so instead he 
had him imprisoned.  
 
According to the Gospels, Herod had imprisoned John be-
cause he spoke out about Herod divorcing his wife, and 
unlawfully taking the wife of his brother.  On Herod’s birth-
day, his new wife’s daughter danced before the king and his 
guests.  Her dancing pleased Herod so much that in his 
drunkenness he promised to give her anything she desired, 
up to half of his kingdom.  When the daughter asked her 
mother what she should ask for, she was told to ask for the 
head of John the Baptist on a platter.  Herod was appalled 
by the request but reluctantly agreed and had John the 
Baptist executed in prison.  St. John the Baptist was be-
headed, and his head was placed on a platter and given to 
Herod’s daughter.     
 
Herod also feared that St. John’s influence and power over 
the people might cause a rebellion. Over time, Herod had 
suffered military disaster at the hands of Aretas his father-
in-law, and many believed it was God’s punishment for his 
unrighteous behavior, and for taking the life of John the 
Baptist.   
 
Practical Take Away 
St. John the Baptist spoke the truth with great courage in 
calling others to a true change of heart, and to embrace the 
ways of God.  He did this not only by preaching, but also by 
example.  He fasted in the desert, and prepared the way for 
Jesus.  He had such a great courage, that he wasn’t fearful 
of speaking out about the immoral activities of his day.  
This was the reasoning that led to his death, but he contin-
ued.  We can learn a lot from his life.  We too, can embrace 
the ways of God and speak out of the immorality of our day, 
and with the help of St. John the Baptist, we can prepare 
the way for Jesus to those around us.   
 
© Newman Ministry . Newman Connection® is a reg-
istered trademark of Newman Connection.  
https://www.newmanministry.com 

Reflections 

Jesus urges us to enter through the narrow door. 
This means following him in love, just like those 
who suffer because of their faith but who contin-

ue to pray and love, responding to evil with 
good, thus finding the strength to forgive. 

@PONTIFEX    
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Reflections 
Are We Ready for This Prayer? 

Yes, I will lift up my heart. And I will give God thanks and 
praise. I’ll stay awake. I’ll listen to every word. I’ll sing eve-
ry acclamation and Amen. Thus I will put energy into pray-
ing the eucharistic prayer at Mass on Sunday. I’ll bring to it 
every bit of life. I’ll remember everything, especially the 
hard stuff (after all, at the center of this prayer is a body to 
be broken for us, a covenant made in the blood of Christ). 
 
I will be so attentive that when we’ve finished the eucharis-
tic prayer with a room shaking Amen, I’ll know just how 
right and good it is to pray the Our Father together, greet 
one another with Christ’s peace, then enter a procession 
(not a line up, a procession) that is singing its way to the 
table of the Lord. 
 
And I’ll come hungry. By some kind of fasting—from food, 
from entertainment, from distractions, from anger—I’ll 
come on Sunday knowing in body and soul how hungry I 
am to hear God’s word and hungry to give God thanks and 
praise and hungry to feast on the body of Christ given for 
us, the blood of Christ poured out for us. 
 
And I’ll never again think that I can do any of this alone. 
How could I? It is not I who give God thanks and praise, it 
is the body of Christ that makes this eucharistic praying. All 
the baptized people in this room put their lives into this 
prayer that the ordained priest proclaims. And it goes be-
yond the room. That’s why we remember the church all 
over the world in our prayers for the bishop and the pope, 
the living and dead. 
 
Am I ready for this prayer? Are we? 
 
Copyright ©  Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Train-
ing Publications,  North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago 
IL  ;    ; www.ltp.org. Text by Gabe 
Huck. Art by Luba Lukova. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. 
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Pope’s Prayer Intentions for September :  
For the abolition of the death penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks 
the dignity of the human person, may be legally 

abolished in every country. 
 

 
Reflection by  Fr. Ted Penton, SJ, 
Secretary of Justice and Ecology,  
Jesuit Conference of Canada and the 
United States 
 
In my college years I was agnostic and 
had little time for things of the church. 
But even then, some of my core convic-
tions lined up closely with church 
teachings. I felt in the marrow of my 
bones, for instance, that every human 
being is capable of redemption. No 
matter what they might have said or done, so long as life 
beats within them, there is a possibility of remorse and 
conversion of heart. I didn't have many strong political be-
liefs at the time, but I knew deep down that for the state to 
execute someone, no matter how guilty, was to violate 
something sacred. 
 
Around that time, I was deeply moved by the film Dead 
Man Walking, appreciating that it did not address the mor-
ally easy case of a wrongfully convicted man but instead 
stared squarely at the reality of someone who had commit-
ted an unspeakable atrocity, daring to say that even his life 
has value. Years later, as a Jesuit novice, I read Sister Hel-
en Prejean's book, on which the film is based. Sister 
Helen's witness touched me deeply, especially her decision 
to work with both the convicted and the families of the vic-
tims, loving, like Jesus, all without distinction. 
 
It saddens and angers me that the death penalty continues 
to be legal in so many US states. Our prisons are secure and 
those within them pose no threat to our safety. While I un-
derstand the desire that someone pay a price for a crime 
they have committed, I believe that we as a society are 
called to something more. Let us join the Pope in his prayer 
that the death penalty be abolished throughout our own 
country and around the world. 
 
Copyright © Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network USA-
Canada. The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network 
(Apostleship of Prayer) addresses the challenges facing 
humanity and assists the mission of the Church. All Rights 
Reserved. Content used with permission. 
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Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time  August ,  

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia! 

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote 
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communi-
cate information to you regarding Parish happenings.  
 
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church: 

Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com 

Cell Phone: Text stanyc to  

 
Text STOP to  to stop text notifications. There is 
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and da-
ta rates may apply. Full terms at  
www.flocknote.com/txt 

 

 

St. Anastasia Parish Registration 
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish to join 
our faith community, please fill out this form and place in collec-
tion basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory. 
 
Name  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone  …………………… Email ...……………………………………………. 

Sunday, August ,   
5:00 p.m. Vigil Thomas R. Buckley, Jr. 
  

:  a.m. Antonette Soccodato 
  

:  a.m. People of St. Anastasia Church 
  

:  noon Luis Acosta 
 Eileen Sullivan 
  
Monday, August ,   

:  a.m. Maureen Going 
 Tony DiAttavio 
  
Tuesday, August ,   

:  a.m. Bernadette Gambeski 
 Albert & Savina Guerra 
  
Wednesday, August ,   

:  a.m. Jack Casagrande 
 Grace Grey 
  
Thursday, September ,   

:  a.m. Anna Gambeski 
 Isabella Nicolia 
  
Friday, September ,   

:  a.m. Immacolata Salvemini 
 Robert Boddington 
  
Saturday, September ,   

:  a.m. Joan Hartin 
  
Sunday, September ,   
5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff 
 Philip Sforza 
  

:  a.m. Sal Schipani 
  

:  a.m. Donald Freeman 
 Hugh McGranaghan, Sr. 
  

:  noon People of St. Anastasia Church 

Bread & Wine Memorial 

In Memory of 
Anna Gambeski  

August —September ,  
 
 

Prayer Intentions 

Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters who are 
sick and all those who have died. 
 
  

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions 

September  
For the abolition of the death penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the 
human person, may be legally abolished in every country. 

Mass Intentions  

Do not be haughty but associate with the lowly. 

Romans :  
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Daniel Gale
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36-16B Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing
c 917.796.2990
carolynmeenan@danielgale.com

ROBERT GIULIATE Lic. Plumber #1220
SENID

PLUMBING & HEATING Corp.
Emergency Service Seven Days a Week
718-428-3400 • 718-445-3710

• Plumbing - Service - Installation • Gas Heat - Sales,
Service • Hot Water Heaters, Installed & Serviced
FREE ESTIMATES 122-11 18th Ave., College Pt., NY

JO ANN FERRARI
Licensed Associate Broker
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CATHY MORAN
ARASH REAL ESTATE CO.

251-12 Northern Blvd.
Little Neck, NY 11363
718-279-0300

917-957-4619 (Cell)

Family Owned & Operated
Salvatore Petruso
Giuseppe Petruso

AVANTI
LANDSCAPING INC.
Complete Landscaping

Services
Fully Licensed, Insured,
and Bonded Member of

N.S.G..L.A. D.E.C. Certified
T: 718-428-8434
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718-423-0100

Live Music Thursday - Sunday 
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Caring for families for over 100 years

Lake Succes Shopping Center
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New Hyde Park
516-502-4170 Fax: 516-502-4168

Long Term Skilled Nursing Care • Short-Term Rehab
IV Hydration & Antibiotic Therapy 
Hospice, Respite & Palliative Care
165 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY 

718-739-2523
Visit us online at www.chapinhome.org

DUNDEE PLUMBING
& HEATING, INC.
R. Mengler

NYC Master Plumber 1729
718-969-7406   Fax 718-969-6874

10% Discount with this ad
(up to $40.00 OFF)

Shastone Memorial Corp.
Quality Monuments

Erected In All Cemeteries.
Custom Design & Shop at Home Service

112 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
Tel( 516)487-4600         Fax (516)487-4694

Outside NY (877)677-6736
www.shastone.com

32-55 Francis Lewis Blvd., Bayside. NYEach office is independently owned & operated

Marathon Food Shop
Ph.   (718) 229-1711
Fax  (718) 428-9791

249-19 Northern Blvd., Little Neck
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Comforting Families Since 1924

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com

Martin A.

Funeral Home L.L.C.

36-46 Bell Blvd.
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718-428-2210
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Also located in Flushing & Whitestone
Visit our website: 

www.gleasonsfuneral.com

Family owned and operated by
John Aloysius Golden &
Thomas A. Golden III

718-229-4949       
516-466-8888

45-09 Little Neck Pkwy., Little Neck

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS

Since
1904

Beth Dalton-Costello
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Locations 
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Notary

Surprisingly 
great rates 
that fit any 
budget. 

Get great rates and a good 
neighbor. Call me today. 
 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary  
by customer. All applicants subject to  
State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2101554

Kelly Escobar, Agent
4518 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY  11362
Bus: 718-819-8000
agent@kellymysfagent.com
Se habla Español

25437 Horace Harding Expressway 
Little Neck, NY
718-819-8511  Fax: 718-819-8568

Prescriptions, Vitamins,
Medical Supplies
FREE DELIVERY


