
 

 

CLERGY 
Rev. Peter J. Rayder 

Rev. Mr. Stanley Galazin 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5pm 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
8:30am  Monday - Friday 

Saturday 8:30am Communion Service 
 

Holy Days 
7:30pm Vigil, 8:30am + 7:30pm 

Confessions Saturday 4pm - 4:45pm 
(Also by appointment) 

Website: www.amparish.org 

American Martyrs 

24th Sunday Ordinary Time 
September 11,2022 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 
We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  
Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of 
the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and an  
example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the  
Holy Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 

PARISH STAFF 
Ms. Patricia Adams 
Business Manager 

Mrs. Theresa Asche 
Director of Religious Education 

Mr. Jose Espindola 
Parish Grounds 

 
Knights of Columbus Council #14666  

Fr. John J. Murray/ 
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79-43 Bell Blvd. Oakland Gardens, NY 11364 
Rectory: 718 + 464 + 4582 
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JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  
  
  
  
  

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 
Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  
JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  
COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  
  
  
  
  

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 
“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

 American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 
Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  
Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   
Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 
  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 
This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 
call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  
Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  
or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 
  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 
we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 
our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 
position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 
of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 
caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 
opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

Traveling Madonna and American Martyrs Rosary Society 
  

The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   
For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 
peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 
In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 
group.  All welcome ! 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 
LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as  

they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

The Collection for September 4, 2022  
  

Online Giving: $1,165.50 
Collection: $4,766.00 

Total: $5,931.50 
Catholic University Collection: $534.00 



 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Michael Arriaga, Roberto Barrientos, Rose and Jessie Carlone, Bill Carrar, Frank Carroll, Diana Ferrante, Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary 
Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Irene McGrath, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, 
Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Luis D. Vargas, C.J. Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, 
Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler, Joseph Zicari, Dawn Brigante, George Adamonis, Caroline Bonacci , Germaine DeVier, Anthonine Charles, 
Chuck Levitt, Fr. Jim Cunningham,  Anna + Erwin Bischoff, Jimmy O’Neil, Deniel Borfitz, Robert Durfey, Dr. Frank Amico, Rudy Mazzocchi, 
Arlene Scherne, Thomas Lafleur, Joann Failla, Rosalind Apostadero and Millie SanSeverino 

  
This weeks Sanctuary Candle is offered 

In Loving Memory of Rene Sanfier 
(Requested by family) 

September 11 - September 17 
  

Sunday 
 

8:30am 
Nancy Seviero (requested by Ashley) 

 
10:30am 

Anthony Zafferese (requested by his family) 
Antonio + Ernesta Mongelli (requested by Family) 

  
12:30pm 

Faithful of American Martyrs  
 

Monday  
Raoul Steven Vargas (requested by family)  

 
Tuesday 

John O’Leary (1st Anniversary) (requested by Montevirgen Family) 
 

Wednesday 
 The Deceased Members of the Mateo Family (requested by Family) 

 
Thursday 

Joseph + Charlotte Niemczyk (requested by Diana)  
  

Friday 

 Patricia Vaccaro (requested Catherine Mango) 
 

Saturday 
8:30am: Artero Morciano (requested by family) 

 
5:00pm 

Misa Pro Populo  

  
The Gifts of Bread and Wine are in 

Loving Memory of Anthony Zafferese 
(Requested by his family) 

 
REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS   

PATRICK KING  

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  
THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE, AMEN 



 

 

American Martyrs Blog... ....Brought to you by Greg, Mike and Mike2  
Most people won't take the time to read this all the way to the end. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL.  “17 INCHES" - you will not regret reading this.  An 
excellent article to read from beginning to end. 
 
 Twenty-six years ago, in Nashville, Tennessee, during the first week of January, 1996, more than 4,000 baseball coaches descended upon 
the Opryland Hotel for the 52nd annual ABCA's convention. 
          While I waited in line to register with the hotel staff, I heard other more veteran coaches rumbling about the lineup of speakers scheduled to 
present during the weekend.  One name kept resurfacing, always with the same sentiment — “John Scolinos is here? Oh, man, worth every penny 
of my airfare.”  Who is John Scolinos, I wondered.  No matter; I was just happy to be there. 
           In 1996, Coach Scolinos was 78 years old and five years retired from a college coaching career that began in 1948.  He shuffled to the stage 
to an impressive standing ovation, wearing dark polyester pants, a light blue shirt, and a string around his neck from which home plate hung — a 
full-sized, stark-white home plate. 
           Seriously, I wondered, who is this guy? After speaking for twenty-five minutes, not once mentioning the prop hanging around his neck, 
Coach Scolinos appeared to notice the snickering among some of the coaches.  Even those who knew Coach Scolinos had to wonder exactly where 
he was going with this, or if he had simply forgotten about home plate since he’d gotten on stage.  Then, finally …   
 “You’re probably all wondering why I’m wearing home plate around my neck,” he said, his voice growing irascible.  I laughed along with 
the others, acknowledging the possibility.  “I may be old, but I’m not crazy.  The reason I stand before you today is to share with you baseball  
people what I’ve learned in my life, what I’ve learned about home plate in my 78 years.”    
 Several hands went up when Scolinos asked how many Little League coaches were in the room.  “Do you know how wide home plate is in 
Little League?” 
          After a pause, someone offered, “Seventeen inches?”, more of a question than answer. 
           “That’s right,” he said.  “How about in Babe Ruth’s day?  Any Babe Ruth coaches in the house?” Another long pause. 
           “Seventeen inches?” a guess from another reluctant coach. 
           “That’s right,” said Scolinos.  “Now, how many high school coaches do we have in the room?”  Hundreds of hands shot up, as the pattern 
began to appear.  “How wide is home plate in high school baseball?” 
           “Seventeen inches,” they said, sounding more confident. 
           “You’re right!” Scolinos barked.  “And you college coaches, how wide is home plate in college?” 
           “Seventeen inches!” we said, in unison. 
           “Any Minor League coaches here?  How wide is home plate in pro ball?”............“Seventeen inches!” 
           “RIGHT!  And in the Major Leagues, how wide home plate is in the Major Leagues? 
           “Seventeen inches!” 
           “SEVENTEEN INCHES!” he confirmed, his voice bellowing off the walls.  “And what do they do with a Big League pitcher who can’t 
throw the ball over seventeen inches?”  Pause.  “They send him to Pocatello !” he hollered, drawing raucous laughter.  “What they don’t do is this: 
they don’t say, ‘Ah, that’s okay, Jimmy.  If you can’t hit a seventeen-inch target?  We’ll make it eighteen inches or nineteen inches.  We’ll make it 
twenty inches so you have a better chance of hitting it.  If you can’t hit that, let us know so we can make it wider still, say twenty-five inches.'”    
 “Coaches… what do we do when your best player shows up late to practice? or when our team rules forbid facial hair and a guy shows up 
unshaven?  What if he gets caught drinking?  Do we hold him accountable?  Or do we change the rules to fit him?  Do we widen home plate? " 
 The chuckles gradually faded as four thousand coaches grew quiet, the fog lifting as the old coach’s message began to unfold.  He turned 
the plate toward himself and, using a Sharpie, began to draw something.  When he turned it toward the crowd, point up, a house was revealed,  
complete with a freshly drawn door and two windows.  “This is the problem in our homes today.  With our marriages, with the way we parent our 
kids.  With our discipline. 
 We don’t teach accountability to our kids, and there is no consequence for failing to meet standards.  We just widen the plate!” 
             Then, to the point at the top of the house he added a small American flag.  “This is the problem in our schools today.  The quality of our  
education is going downhill fast and teachers have been stripped of the tools they need to be successful, and to educate and discipline our young 
people.  We are allowing others to widen home plate!  Where is that getting us?” 
           Silence.  He replaced the flag with a Cross.  “And this is the problem in the Church, where powerful people in positions of authority have 
taken advantage of young children, only to have such an atrocity swept under the rug for years.  Our church leaders are widening home plate for 
themselves!  And we allow it.” 
           “And the same is true with our government.  Our so-called representatives make rules for us that don’t apply to themselves. They take bribes 
from lobbyists and foreign countries.  They no longer serve us.  And we allow them to widen home plate! We see our country falling into a dark 
abyss while we just watch.” 
           I was amazed.  At a baseball convention where I expected to learn something about curve balls and bunting and how to run better practices, I 
had learned something far more valuable.  
 From an old man with home plate strung around his neck, I had learned something about life, about myself, about my own weaknesses and 
about my responsibilities as a leader.  I had to hold myself and others accountable to that which I knew to be right, lest our families, our faith, and 
our society continue down an undesirable path. 
           “If I am lucky,” Coach Scolinos concluded, “you will remember one thing from this old coach today.  It is this: "If we fail to hold ourselves 
to a higher standard, a standard of what we know to be right; if we fail to hold our spouses and our children to the same standards, if we are  
unwilling or unable to provide a consequence when they do not meet the standard; and if our schools & churches & our government fail to hold 
themselves accountable to those they serve, there is but one thing to look forward to …” 
           With that, he held home plate in front of his chest, turned it around, and revealed its dark black backside, “…We have dark days ahead!.” 
           Coach Scolinos died in 2009 at the age of 91, but not before touching the lives of hundreds of players and coaches, including mine.  Meeting 
him at my first ABCA convention kept me returning year after year, looking for similar wisdom and inspiration from other coaches.  He is the best 
clinic speaker the ABCA has ever known because he was so much more than a baseball coach.  His message was clear: “Coaches, keep your  
players—no matter how good they are—your own children, your churches, your government, and most of all, keep yourself at seventeen inches." 
           And this my friends is what our country has become and what is wrong with it today, and now go out there and fix it! 

"Don't widen the plate." 



 

 

The Marriage Encounter 
"You Can't Afford to Miss It" 

 
 
 
 

Friday September 23 - Sunday September 25 
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, Huntington NY 

Call 877 - 697 - 9963 (ext 1,2 or 3) 
email: jimmy.bernice.acevedo@wwme.org 

The Defensive Driving Course 
"You Can't Afford to Miss It" 

 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE WILL BE HELD AT:  
American Martyr's RC Church- Bayside 

Saturday, October 1, from 9:00AM -3:30PM 
For info call Martin Hirschfield at 631 360-9720 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  Re- REGISTRATION for the 2022-2023 school year for September is now taking place. Please visit  
amparish.org to print an application. Please send the completed form back to the rectory with payment. All classes are onsite Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
and 8 are on Sunday morning and attending the 10:30 Mass as a class each Sunday, this is a requirement for all Religious Education classes. 
Classes this year will be in the school building, classes start at 8:45 A.M... Doors will open 10 minutes before classes start. .  Grade 7 will be on 
Wednesday afternoon at 4:30P.M. in the Murray Center. Seventh grade is required to attend 10:30 Mass on Sunday as a class each Sunday. 
  
To register your child for the first timed you must: (1.) Fill out registration form, (2.) Attach a copy of your child’s Baptismal certificate and (3.) 
Return registration form with appropriate fee 
 
If your child is not baptized, or if you are registering a new student for any grade above First Grade, you should call Theresa Asche at  718
-46406411. 
  
Registration Fee 2022-2023 school year will be: $50.00  for one child and $100.00 up to three children. 
  
All registrations are due by September 7. There will be no registration on the first day of classes. 
  
First day of Sunday class is September 11 and the first day of Wednesdays class is September 14 
  

Thank You  
Theresa Asche,  Director of Religious Education 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  
COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

BAKE SALE IS GOING ON AFTER MASS  
IN THE SULLIVAN CENTER 

SSTT. J. JOSAPHATOSAPHAT  SSENIORENIOR  LLEISUREEISURE  CCLUBLUB  
St.. Josaphat's Leisure Club invites you to join us to Windcreek Casino, in Bethlehem. PA, Wednesday,  
September 21.  Bus leaves 8:30 am sharp.  In front of church 210th street & 35th Avenue, Bayside.  Cost is $ 35.00 
get back $ 30.00. For reservations and additional information please call Joy. 917-921-7631.  



 

 

FLOATER & SMITTY  
Sitting in the Summer Sun  

Floater: My wife accused me of stealing her thesaurus.  Not only 
was I shocked but I was appalled, aghast and dismayed. 
Smitty: So I asked one fella if he had any idea where I could buy 
a new wig from? He said: “Not off the top of my head.” 
Floater: Why was the chicken staring at the lettuce?  Because 
chicken ceasar salad.  ( I’ll let myself out) 
Smitty: I just wore my zebra referee shirt through self checkout 
at Key Food, apparently I’m a can of green peas. 
Floater: 2 years ago we were told we couldn’t travel more than 5 
miles from home.  This summer we can’t afford to travel 5 miles. 
Smitty: When I was a child, all my mom had to do is give me 
“The Look.”  Does anyone else remember “The Look?” 
Floater: I said to my wife: “All you do is correct me and find 
fault in what I do.  You’ve been doing it for 20 years!” Wife: 
“21” years. 
Smitty: My wife told me to stop making camera puns… ...I told 
her to stop focusing on the negatives and develop a sense of  
humor.  She left me in a flash! All you can do is smile. 
Floater: If you think swimming with dolphins is expensive, you 
should try swimming with shards.  Cost me an arm and a leg! 
Smitty: It’s a good day.  The bulb finally burned out on my 
“Check Engine” light.  

 

“Values aren't buses... They're not 
supposed to get you anywhere. They're 
supposed to define who you are.” 
    Dr. William Buzzone 

 
 
 

  
  
  
 

SEPTEMBER 17 + SEPTEMBER 18 

Lectors 
 

5pm Vigil: John Sullivan 
8:30am: Michael Shoule  

10:30am: Valerie Day 
12:30pm: Getulio Cury 

  
Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

 
5pm Vigil: Lillian Santos + Raquel Barrientos 
8:30am: Fortune Tramonte + Jillian Minarik  
10:30am: Bobby Shoule + Johanna Zafferese 

12:30pm: Maureen Henry 



 

 

 


