Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and
he turned and addressed them, “If anyone
comes to me without hating his father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and calculate the cost to
see if there is enough for its completion? Otherwise, after
laying the foundation and finding himself unable to finish the
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work the onlookers should laugh at him and say, ‘This one
began to build but did not have the resources to finish.’ Or
what king marching into battle would not first sit down and
decide whether with ten thousand troops he can successfully
oppose another king advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops? But if not, while he is still far away, he will send
a delegation to ask for peace terms. In the same way, anyone
of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be
my disciple.” — Luke 14:25-33

Love God and then Love
everything else for the
sake of God.
Saint Augustine
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To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

All are welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the fourth Saturday of the month (depending on
the holiday schedule). Please call the Faith Formation Office at 718-2255191 to make arrangements. The process includes completing an interview
and Baptismal Instruction class. A copy of the child's birth certificate is also
needed by the time of the interview and class.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses
• 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
• Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
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• Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy

• Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
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PHONES: (718) 631-3153 (718) 631-3155
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
Holy Days and Special Liturgies
• Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions
• Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
• Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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Social Ministry

Parish Social Ministry is there to assist the parish and surrounding communities. Please look to join us with the following planned projects:
•
•
•

•

Health Fair and Blood Drive
Thanksgiving meals and food drive
Grocery Store Shopping to help the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, Jamaica Estates
Homebound ministry

If you are interested in helping with any of these, please
contact Rose Ruesing at 718-225-5191 or dff@sta.nyc
Also, we are still a drop off
site for food scraps. The
bin is located behind the
parish center across from
the playground. You can
drop in fruit, vegetables,
eggshells, coffee and tea
grinds, nuts, dried flowers
and houseplants. The site
is open all day, seven days
a week.
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Pray the Rosary
The Family That Prays Together
Stays Together.
— Venerable Father Patrick Peyton
Rise and Shine: Please join us at 7:52
a.m. for the Rosary before the 8:30 AM
Daily Mass.
Afternoon Prayer: We will recite the Rosary (or another devotion) each Tuesday
afternoon at 4pm in the Church.

Faith Formation
Religious Education Registration for 2022-23

Electronic Giving
We prayerfully request that
you consider signing up for egiving from your computer,
smartphone or tablet. Make a
recurring donation or a one
time gift.
Your generous online donations will help sustain ministries that reflect God’s love.

Please register at:
https://sta.nyc/re2022
Classes begin in September!

It would be greatly appreciated if you consider St. Anastasia in your estate planning. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support It is genuinely appreciated.

None of you can become My disciple if
you do not give up all your possessions.
Are you being called to discipleship as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life?

Sign up today by visiting
faith.direct/NY28, or
text ‘Enroll’ to 917-540-0141.
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.
God Bless You!

Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
Or email: vocations@diobrook.org
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Pope Francis General Audience

Catechesis on Discernment: What Does It Mean to Discern?
Paul VI Audience Hall — Wednesday, August 31, 2022
Dear brothers and sisters, good day!
Today we begin a new cycle of catechesis: we have finished
the catechesis on old age, now we begin a new cycle on the
theme of discernment. Discernment is an important act that
concerns everyone, because choices are an essential part of
life. One chooses food, clothing, a course of study, a job, a
relationship. In all of these, a life project is realised, and even
our relationship with God is concretized.

thinking, seeking, but in the end the right decision blesses
you with joy.

In the final judgement God will exercise discernment – the
great discernment – with regard to us. The images of the
farmer, the fisher, and the merchant are examples of what
happens in the Kingdom of Heaven, a Kingdom that manifests itself in the ordinary actions of life, which require us to
take a stand. This is why it is so important to be able to discern: great choices can arise from circumstances that at first
In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of discernment with images tak- sight seem secondary, but turn out to be decisive. For examen from ordinary life; for example, he describes the fisher
ple, let us think of Andrew and John’s first encounter with
who selects the good fish and discards the bad ones; or the
Jesus, an encounter that stems from a simple question:
merchant who knows how to identify, among many pearls,
‘Rabbi, where do you live?’ — ‘Come and see,’ says Jesus (cf.
the one of greatest value. Or he who, ploughing a field, comes Jn 1:38-39). A very brief exchange, but it is the beginning of
across something that turns out to be a treasure (cf. Mt 13:44 a change that, step by step, will mark their whole life. Years
-48).
later, the Evangelist will continue to remember that encounter that changed him forever, and he will even remember the
In the light of these examples, discernment presents itself as time: ‘It was about four o’clock in the afternoon’ (v. 39). It is
an exercise of intelligence, of also of skill [It: ‘perizia’] and
the hour when time and the eternal met in his life. And in a
also of will, to seize the opportune moment: these are the
good decision, correct, there is an encounter between God’s
conditions for making a good choice. It takes intelligence,
will and our will; there is an encounter between the present
skill, and also will to make a good choice. And there is also a path and the eternal. Making the right decision, after a path
price required for discernment to become effective. To perof discernment, is to make this encounter: time with eternity.
form his trade to the best of his ability, the fisher reckons
with hard work, long nights spent at sea, and then discarding So: knowledge, experience, emotion, will: these are some of
some of the catch, accepting a loss of profit for the sake of
the indispensable elements of discernment. In the course of
those for whom it is intended. The pearl merchant does not
these catecheses we will see others, equally important.
hesitate to spend everything to buy that pearl; and so does
the person who has stumbled upon a treasure. [These are]
Discernment — as I’ve said — involves hard work. According
unexpected, unplanned situations, where it is crucial to recto the Bible, we do not find set before us, pre-packaged, the
ognise the importance and urgency of a decision to be made. life we are to live. No! We have to decide it all the time, according to the reality that comes. God invites us to evaluate
Everyone has to make decisions; there is no one to make it
and choose: He created us free and wants us to exercise our
for us. At a certain point, adults can freely ask for advice; we freedom. Therefore, discerning is demanding.
can reflect, but the decision is our own. We can’t say, ‘I lost
this, because my husband decided, my wife decided, my
We have often had this experience: choosing something that
brother decided.’ No. You have to decide, each of us has to
seemed good to us and yet was not. Or knowing what our
decide, and for this reason it is important to know how to
true good was and not choosing it. Human beings, unlike anidiscern, to decide well it is necessary to know how to discern. mals, can be wrong, can be unwilling to choose correctly –
freedom, no? And the Bible shows this from its very first pagThe Gospel suggests another important aspect of discernes. God gives man a precise instruction: if you want to live, if
ment: it involves the emotions. The one who has found the
you want to enjoy life, remember that you are a creature, that
treasure feels no difficulty in selling everything, so great is
you are not the criterion of good and evil, and that the choichis joy (cf. Mt 13:44). The term used by the evangelist Mates you make will have a consequence, for you, for others and
thew indicates a very special joy, which no human reality can for the world (cf. Gen 2:16-17); you can make the earth a
give; and indeed it recurs in very few other passages of the
magnificent garden or you can make it a desert of death. A
Gospel, all of which refer to the encounter with God. It is the fundamental teaching: it is no coincidence that this is the
joy of the Magi when, after a long and arduous journey, they first dialogue between God and man. The dialogue is: the
see the star again (cf. Mt 2:10); the joy, it is the joy of the
Lord gives the mission, you have to do this and that; and evewomen who return from the empty tomb after hearing the
ry person, the step he or she takes, must discern which deciangel’s announcement of the resurrection (cf. Mt 28:8). It is sion to make. Discernment is that reflection of the mind, of
the joy of those who have found the Lord. Making a good de- the heart, that we have to do before making a decision.
cision, a correct decision, always leads you to that final joy;
perhaps along the way you have to suffer a bit of uncertainty, Discernment is demanding but indispensable for living. It
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requires that I know myself, that I know what is good for me Pope Francis concludes his message with an appeal for all
here and now. Above all, it requires a filial relationship with people of goodwill to mobilize for the abolition of the death
God. God is Father and He does not leave us alone, He is alpenalty throughout the world.”
ways willing to advise us, to encourage us, to welcome us. But
He never imposes His will. Why? Because He wants to be
“Let us pray that the death penalty, which attacks the
loved and not feared. And also, God wants children, not
dignity of the human person, may be legally abolished in
slaves: free children. And love can only be lived in freedom.
every country.”
To learn to live one must learn to love, and for this it is necessary to discern: what can I do now, faced with this alternative? Let it be a sign of greater love, of greater maturity in
Pope Encourages Commitments for Season of
love. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to guide us! Let us invoke
Creation
Him every day, especially when we have choices to make.

Pope’s September Prayer Intention:
for Abolition of the Death Penalty
In his prayer intention for
September, Pope Francis
calls on all people of good
will “to mobilize for the
abolition of the death penalty throughout the
world.”

2022-08-31 — By Vatican
News — “Each day, there is
a growing ‘NO’ to the death
penalty around the world,”
says Pope Francis in the
video released on Wednesday announcing his prayer intention for September. “For the
Church, this is a sign of hope.”

Pope recalls Day of Prayer for Creation
Pope Francis calls for concrete commitment to care for our
common home. His words come ahead of the World Day of
Prayer for Creation celebrated on 1 September which kicks
off the Season of Creation which lasts till 4 October.

2022-08-31 — By Benedict Mayaki SJ — During the weekly
General Audience on Wednesday, Pope Francis recalled the
In The Pope Video, produced by the Pope's Worldwide Pray- World Day of Prayer for Creation and the beginning of the
er Network, the Holy Father maintains that the death penalty Season of Creation.
is not necessary “from a legal point of view.”
Pope Francis had established 1 September as the World Day
He argues that “society can effectively repress crime without of Prayer for the Care of Creation, encouraging the faithful
definitively depriving offenders of the possibility of redeem- around the world to pray for our common home.
ing themselves.”
The day also marks the beginning of the Season of Creation
He adds that there must be “a window of hope” in every legal which lasts till 4 October, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi.
sentence. Capital punishment, he says, “offers no justice to
victims, but rather encourages revenge. And it prevents any
Addressing the faithful gathered at the Paul VI Hall, the Holy
possibility of undoing a possible miscarriage of justice.”
Father prayed that this year’s theme “Listen to the voice of
creation” may foster in everyone “a concrete commitment to
care for our common home.”
Always possible to repent
Pope Francis goes on to say that the death penalty is “morally
inadmissible” because it destroys life, and insists that “up to “At the mercy of our consumerist excesses,” said the Pope,
the Earth “groans and begs us to stop our abuse and her dethe very last moment, a person can convert and change.”
struction.”
The Pope argues further that “in the light of the Gospel, the
He also prayed during this Season of Creation that the United
death penalty is unacceptable, because the commandment
Nations COP27 and COP15 summits may “unite the human
‘Thou shalt not kill’ refers to both the innocent and the
family in decisively addressing the twin crises of climate and
guilty.”
reduced biodiversity.”
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Mother Teresa: No Greater Love, The Movie
2022-08-31 — By Deborah Castellano Lubov — "Mother
Teresa: No Greater Love" is not only a film, but a heartwarming and powerful work documenting the heroic and humble
legacy of St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, twenty-five years after her death.
The film - a copy of which was presented to Pope Francis by
the Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus on Wednesday - was presented in three events in Rome and the Vatican
this week.

cause I try in my spiritual life to surrender to the Lord and
the Lord has moved me along in the Knights of Columbus to
be the leader of the Knights of Columbus. But I try to use that
in such a way that's to help people to be a witness of charity
and to really do what the Lord wants us to do. And I pray for
that every day."
Also present at the NAC screening was well-known actor,
Jonathan Roumie, who plays Jesus in the highly-acclaimed
TV series "The Chosen".

Seeing Christ in
every person

He told Vatican News
that learning more
about her "long period of suffering," her
"own dark night of the
soul," really moved
him.

Produced by the
Knights of Columbus
and filmed on five
continents, the documentary features unprecedented access to
both institutional archives and the apostolates of the Missionaries of Charity.

"I had no idea that it
lasted that long in her
life. And also the fact
that she had visions
and heard Jesus's
voice early on, was
something I didn't
even know at all," he
said.

The film chronicles
Mother Teresa's entire life and the tremendous global impact the Missionaries of Charity continue to have today, as
they privately and humbly do their work, to help "the poorest Mr. Roumie called the documentary "really fascinating" and
"moving," saying it sheds so much light on her courageous
of the poor" seeing always "Christ in every single person."
and holy life and eventual sainthood.
“Mother Teresa: No Greater Love” will be released in theaters
throughout the United States by Fathom Events on Monday He also suggested the film could greatly inspire young people.
and Tuesday, 3-4 October.
This film is part of Fathom Events’ “Saint Series,” a curated
collection of films chronicling the lives of Catholic saints.
The Film has been presented in the Filmoteca Vaticana, Vatican Radio's Sala Marconi, and the Pontifical North American
College.

"I think for young people to kind of experience her story and
be moved by it and what she did with the Missionaries of
charities, I think it's going to inspire many people to to seek
out the Order, and want to emulate the qualities that she possessed."

'A pencil in the hand of the Lord'

25 Years to 'soak up' her legacy

In addition, the film's director and senior producer, David
The new Rector of the Pontifical North American College
Neglieri, told Vatican News what inspired his involvement in
(NAC), Monsignor Thomas Powers, recalled the visits of
Mother Teresa, and how her "humble and holy example left a this project.
long-lasting impact on the lives of the men there."
"We've had 25 years to kind of have soaking time to digest
the legacy of Mother Teresa," he said, noting much inforThe Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus, Patrick
Kelly, spoke to Vatican News about what inspired the Knights mation about her came out after her death, specifically when
to spearhead this endeavor, and also remembered her unfor- they did "research into their cause for canonization."
gettable visit to the Knights' headquarters in New Haven,
Connecticut.

"I think about when she says that she was the pencil in the
hand of God," said Mr. Kelly. "That means a lot to me, be-

"They found these letters that she would write to her spiritual
advisors about pain and about suffering that she went
through about this dark night of the soul that was not known
during her lifetime. So a lot of films made previously do not
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Reflections
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Feast

really explore those areas. I think our film is able to kind of
put a correct theological understanding and a framework to
some of this information that came out later."

Thursday, September 8, 2022

'Not publicity seekers,' all for Christ
Mr. Neglieri also expressed another aspect that sets the
documentary apart, namely the "great privilege" for him
and the Knights of Columbus to have "unprecedented access" to all the postulates of the Missionaries of Charity.

“The Missionaries of Charity are not publicity seekers.
They're not going out and seeking filmmakers and celebrities or anybody to come into their homes and
watch what they do. They do it privately. They do it for
Jesus. And they made this rare exception for the
Knights of Columbus and our film crews.”
The film takes viewers to the slums, to where the sisters
including Mother Teresa herself were literally being shot at
in Chicago, to serving indigenous peoples that have no contact with the outside world, to the slums outside Rio de
Janeiro, where the drug dealers live, to borders, to projects,
and to put it bluntly, he suggested, to all the places where
no one else would ever go.

Visceral sense of reality of Missionaries of Charity
All these different locations, he said, really offer "a visceral
sense of the Missionaries of Charity, their mission, and how
they continue to teach us to love and to serve the poorest of
the poor."
Mr. Neglieri noted how 25 years after her death, "you have
a generation of young people graduating college, entering
into the workforce who were born after she died, who don't
know about Mother Teresa the way my generation did,
where she's on TV and she's visiting your city and she's got
a bestselling book."

The film's director lamented how many are not necessarily
introduced to her spirituality and to her mission.
Transformative figure who can inspire our faith
"My hope is that this film can inspire Catholics and nonCatholics alike, because I think Mother Teresa had the ability to transcend geographic, religious and cultural divides,"
he said.
“Mother Teresa was a transformative figure. I hope
people can learn more about her life, be inspired by
her, and start to live their faith in a more profound
way, the way she teaches us to.”

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary refers to the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary by her parents St. Anne and
St. Joachim. The Catholic Church celebrates Mary’s birthday on September 8th, nine months after the solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception, celebrated on December 8th.
The Feast, like the Assumption of Mary, originated in Jerusalem. It began in the fifth century as the Feast of the
“Basilica Sanctae Mariae ubi nata est”, now called the Basilica of St. Anne. In the seventh century, the feast was celebrated at Rome as the Feast of the Birth of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
The scene was frequently depicted in art, as part of cycles
of the Life of the Virgin Mary. These late medieval depictions are often valuable records of domestic interiors from
their period, and were often in a wealthy household. Apostolic tradition places Mary’s birthplace either in the Church
of Saint Anne in Jerusalem, or in Tzippori, Israel where St.
Anne once lived.
We as Catholics, celebrate the birth of Mary, as this is truly
the “Birth of Salvation”. We know that Mary went on to
give birth to Jesus, our Savior. Many faithful throughout
the world hold a birthday party for Mary, and celebrate to
commemorate that beautiful event. Here is a prayer that
can be said on this Feast Day.
Prayer
Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the gift of heavenly grace that the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin may bring deeper peace to those for whom the birth of
her Son was the dawning of salvation. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
© Newman Ministry 2022. Newman Connection® is a registered trademark of Newman Connection.
https://www.newmanministry.com

Saint Anastasia Parish

Music Ministry

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Food Pantry

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 4, 2022

Saint Anastasia Parish

Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
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Bread & Wine Memorial
In Memory of

Joan Gambeski
September 4 — 10, 2022

Prayer Intentions
Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters
who are sick and all those who have died.
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, September 4, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff
Philip Sforza
8:00 a.m.

Sal Schipani

10:00 a.m.

Donald Freeman
Hugh McGranaghan, Sr.

12:00 noon People of St. Anastasia Church

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions
September 2022
For the abolition of the death penalty
We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the
human person, may be legally abolished in every country.

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia!

Monday, September 5, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Joan Gambeski
Peter Reali, Sr.
Tuesday, September 6, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Carol Primiani
Jack Filipas
Wednesday, September 7, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Vincent & Mary Cacciola
Grace Grey
Thursday, September 8, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Maria Petruso
Eugene & Ann Ferguson

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communicate information to you regarding Parish happenings.
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church:
1 Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com
2 Cell Phone: Text stanyc to 84576
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. Full terms at
www.flocknote.com/txt

St. Anastasia Parish Registration
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish
to join our faith community, please fill out this form and place in
collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory.
Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Phone

…………………… Email ...…………………………………………….

Friday, September 9, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Bernadette Gambeski
Lena & Arcangelo Casagrande
Saturday, September 10, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Pietro & Paul Nardozi
Joan Hartin
Sunday, September 11, 2022
5:00 p.m. Vigil Margaret Ash
Michael J. Healy
8:00 a.m.

People of St. Anastasia Church

10:00 a.m.

Christopher Raeaniello
Celina Rodriguez

12:00 noon Alessandro & Paul de Rege
Luis & Isabel Acosta

Pray for us,
O holy Mother of God

