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John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the 
desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand!" It was of him 
that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he 
said: A voice of one crying out in the desert, 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. John 
wore clothing made of camel's hair and had a leather belt 
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At 
that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around 
the Jordan were going out to him and were being baptized by 
him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. 
 
When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good 
fruit as evidence of your repentance. And do not presume to 
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell 
you, God can raise up children to Abraham from these 
stones. Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. There-
fore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire. I am baptizing you with water, for 
repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier 
than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his 
hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat 
into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire." — Matthew : -  
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Parish Membership 
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be 
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.  
 
Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if 
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should 
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address, 
please notify the Rectory by mail. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on the fourth Saturday of the month (depending on 
the holiday schedule).  Please call the Faith Formation Office at - -

 to make arrangements.  The process includes completing an interview 
and Baptismal Instruction class.  A copy of the child's birth certificate is also 
needed by the time of the interview and class. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Time available: Saturday  AM—  PM and Sunday :  PM—  PM. 
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of 
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacra-
mental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing. 
 

Liturgies 
Weekend Masses 

· :  p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday 
· Sunday: :  AM, :  AM and  noon 
 

Weekday Masses 
· Monday thru Saturday at :  AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
· Saturdays from :  - :  PM in the Church 
 

Holy Days and Special Liturgies 
· Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and 

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office 
 

Devotions 
· Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the :  AM Daily Mass 
· Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday. 
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ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER  
  
Rev. Msgr. Anthony F. Sherman 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Msgr. George J. Ryan 
PASTOR EMERITUS 
 

Rev. Anthony Rucando 
IN RESIDENCE 
   

Mrs. Eula Buckley 
SECRETARY 
 

Mrs. Mary Burns 
BOOKKEEPER 
 

Faith Formation & School of Religion 
PHONE  ( ) -  
EMAIL  dff@sta.nyc 
  
Mrs. Rose Ruesing 
DIRECTOR  
  

Music Ministry 
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Parish Mission Statement 
 

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as 
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice. 

 

All are welcome! 
 

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;  
NO MATTER your family situation;  
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith; 
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;  
NO MATTER what your self-image may be;  
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday —  Friday :  AM to :  PM 

( ) -  

Established  
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Second Sunday of Advent -- December ,  
“Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for 
the glory of God.” Do you find joy in serving God’s 
people? If you are considering a vocation to the priesthood 
or consecrated life, contact the Vocation Office at 

- -  or email: vocations@diobrook.org   

Monsignor Michael J. Cantley 
February 8, 1929 — November 28, 2022 

Reverend Monsignor Michael J. Cantley entered fully 
into the presence of the Lord on Monday, November 

, . He was born on February , , and was 
ordained to the priesthood on June , . Mon-
signor Cantley was installed as Pastor of Saint Anasta-
sia in January  and served our Parish until his 
retirement in the summer of . Monsignor Cant-
ley served the Diocese of Brooklyn, here at Saint Ana-
stasia as our Pastor and was also Administrator of 
Saint John Vianney (Flushing). He also served as Pa-
rochial Vicar of the Parishes of Saint Michael 
(Brooklyn), Saint Benedict Joseph Labre (Richmond 
Hill), Blessed Sacrament (Jackson Heights). Mon-
signor Cantley was also a faculty member at the Im-
maculate Conception Seminary and at Saint John’s 
University. On May , , Monsignor Cantley was 
named Prelate of Honor to His Holiness. 
 
Wake and funeral took place on the morning of Satur-
day, December , , at Immaculate Conception 
Center, Douglaston.  He will be buried at Saint 
Charles Cemetery, Farmingdale. 
 
Please pray for the repose of his soul and for the con-
solation of his family and friends. May he rest in the 
peace of Christ, our Risen Lord. 
 
If you wish to send condolences, please mail them to 
his niece, Ms. Catherine Clock,  Bohack Court, 
Sayville, New York . 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Father, do not turn from us, and do not avoid us now 
that we are looking for words to pray to you. if we call 
you God, and speak your name, it is because you first 

pierced the silence and called us sons and daughters. You 
have given us your word that you would not be far from us 
whenever we turn to you. And so we cast aside our doubts 
and our fears and place our trust in your promise to us. 
Father, make us receptive and open as you speak to us; 
may we receive the blessing of your peace as we prepare for 
the coming of your Son. Amen. 
 

Come, Long-Expected Jesus 
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a wonder at the 
wisdom and power of Your Father and ours. Receive my 
prayer as part of my service of the Lord who enlists me in 
God's own work for justice.  
  
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a hunger for 
peace: peace in the world, peace in my home, peace in my-
self.  
  
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me a joy responsive 
to the Father's joy. I seek His will so I can serve with glad-
ness, singing and love.  
  
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me the joy and love 
and peace it is right to bring to the manger of my Lord. 
Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the God who acted 
there, hearty gratitude for the life begun there, and spirited 
resolution to serve the Father and Son.  
  
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. 
Amen. 
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Bringing Holy Communion to 
the Bedridden and Homebound 

By Christine Ruggieri 
I asked if I could share 
my feelings, in our bul-
letin, with my fellow 
Ministers of Holy Com-
munion.  We all partici-
pate in helping to dis-
tribute the Blessed Sac-
rament at Mass, howev-
er, I’d like to share with 
you some other avenues 
that are available to us 
to serve God as a Minister of Holy Communion.  The first 
and most obvious way is to bring the Eucharist to the many 
shut-ins we have in our parish.  The joy on a parishioner’s 
face when I arrive with the Blessed Sacrament for them 
tells me, without words, that I am assisting in God’s work.  
The person needing a Eucharistic visit might be known to 
you, and maybe not.  You are bringing a very special gift to 
that person, and they truly appreciate it.   
 
The other ministry that’s open to us is visiting the Nursing 
Home.  Our parish contains one Nursing Home where visi-
tors are needed.  We, of course, were not allowed in during 
COVID, and now we test each week when we go there.   In 
this way they keep the residents safe.  When we arrive, we 
have several residents together and we do a small 
“Communion Service” for those gathered including distri-
bution of Communion.  We also say the Rosary, and then 
go to the floors to bring Communion to those not able to 
come downstairs.  I cannot find the words to express to you 
the joy on the face of the residents when we arrive at their 
room.  If you feel called to either of these ministries, please 
let the rectory know, and we will contact you.  You will not 
be alone.  You can accompany one of us to the Nursing 
home as many times as you want until you feel comforta-
ble.  Please give this some thought and prayer.  The re-
wards are great.   
 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist  

WWW.POPESPRAYERUSA.NET/ 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for December :  
For volunteer not-for-profit organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations commit-
ted to human development find people dedicated to the 

common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to inter-
national cooperation. 

 
Reflection by Philip Kosloski 
The world needs more volunteers, as communities contin-
ue to struggle to serve the most vulnerable. The past few 
years has clearly shown that isolation from each other is 
detrimental to society and can lead to even greater prob-
lems. 
 
Pope Francis lamented this trend of withdrawing from so-
ciety that has come from the pandemic in his Christmas 
Message for , “Our capacity for social relationships is 
sorely tried; there is a growing tendency to withdraw, to do 
it all by ourselves, to stop making an effort to encounter 
others and do things together.”  
 
As the world tries to return to “normal,” a renewed volun-
teerism needs to be a central focus. When addressing vol-
unteers from Sardegna Solidale in , Pope Francis ex-
plained the importance of volunteerism to society, “The 
culture of solidarity and gratuitousness qualifies volunteer-
ism and contributes in a concrete way to the construction 
of a fraternal society, at the center of which is the human 
person.” 
 
St. John Paul II also reflected on the importance of being a 
volunteer in a speech for the Year of Volunteer Work in 

. He said, “What makes a volunteer dedicate his/her 
life to others? First of all, the innate movement of the heart 
that inspires every human being to help his fellow man. It 
is a law of existence. A volunteer experiences a joy that goes 
far beyond what he has done when he succeeds in giving 
himself freely to others.”  
 
Our culture needs to recover a greater concern for those 
around us, not spending our existence in isolation, but 
helping each other without any pay or reward in mind. 
 
 
Philip Kosloski is the Digital Content Manager for the 
Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network (USA) and is also a 
spirituality writer for Aleteia.org and has been featured 
on such places as The Huffington Post, Crisis Magazine, 
The Catholic Herald, Catholic Exchange, National Catholic 
Register and EWTN Radio. He writes comic books about 
saints, with Catholic themes and more. Info: 
shop.voyagecomics.com/ 

Reflections 

The Immaculate  
Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Solemnity 
  

Thursday,  
December th,  

 
Mass at :  AM and :  PM 

This Week 
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We would like to thank Fr. Dettmer for allowing us to use 
the Parish Center for the blood drive. We also wish to thank 
all at the parish who donated the gift of life. Volunteers do-
nated a total of  pints of blood. 
 
________________________________________ 

Knights of Columbus 
Sacred Heart, Bayside 

Bereavement Support Group 
The Bereavement Group will meet on Tuesday, December 

, at : pm in the Church Hall. The group meets on the 
first Tuesday of each month. Any questions contact Sr. 
Kathleen Masterson at - - . 
 
 

St. Josaphat, Bayside 
Leisure Club 

St. Josaphat’s Leisure Club  will be going to Windcreek Ca-
sino in Bethlehem PA., on Thursday, December th. Cost 
is . , get back . . Bus leaves at :  am, sharp,  in 
front of church, corner of  St. & th Ave, Bayside. For 
reservations and more info please call Joy at - - 

.  If no answer please leave name & number and I will 
get back to you. 
 
 

Queens Deanery #  
Learn about upcoming spiritual events in our Deanery, ac-
cess weekly bulletins, contact information, Mass schedules 
and so much more. Visit Queens Deanery #  on the web at:  

 www.QueensDeanery .org 
www.facebook.com/queensdeanery  

Around the Deanery 

Prophet Isaiah 
Written down in its present form about  
years before the birth of Christ, the book of 
Isaiah is a collection of prophesies, some of 
which were told for centuries before being put 

to papyrus. Next to the Psalms, it is the most frequently 
quoted scripture in the gospels and epistles. No wonder. In 
Isaiah’s stirring images, the church sees the coming of 
God’s reign: good news for the poor, the release of the cap-
tive, freedom for the oppressed. 
  
The gospel of Luke tells us that the first time Jesus 
preached the scriptures in the synagogue, he preached on a 
passage from the book of Isaiah. All during Advent we read 
through this holy book. Promise yourself to listen carefully 
to what we hear. Peek into your own Bible, too, and look to 
Isaiah. (We’ll return to Isaiah on Good Friday and at the 
Easter Vigil, too.) 
  
Gaze into a candle’s flame. Look up at the starry sky. With 
Isaiah imagine a world where blind people see, where peo-
ple who couldn’t walk now dance, where lions frolic with 
lambs, and where children are safe from all harm. 
  
Copyright ©  Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 

 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL - ; - - - ; 
www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. Art by Steve Erspamer, sm. All 
rights reserved. Used with permission 

Reflections 

Donate Your Auto 
Running or Not 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn gives back. For 
each car, truck, or van running or not the Associated Vin-
centian Charities will give back to your parish /  
per vehicle. 
 
If you, a family member, or friend have an old or neglected 
vehicle that is not being used, please call ( ) - . 
 

SVDPAUTO-BROOKLYNQUEENS.ORG 
 

IRS TAX DEDUCTION 
FREE TOWING 

ANY CONDITION 
 

Thank you for your participation. 



Saint Anastasia Parish  Douglaston/Little Neck, New York 

Reflections 



Second Sunday of Advent  December ,  



Saint Anastasia Parish  Douglaston/Little Neck, New York 

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy 



Second Sunday of Advent  December ,  



Saint Anastasia Parish  Douglaston/Little Neck, New York 

Already have a FORMED Account?  
. Visit FORMED.org  
. Click Sign In  
. Enter your email  
. Click the link in your email  
. You're in! No more passwords!  

Registering on FORMED is easy!  
. Go to FORMED.org/signup  
. Enter "st. anastasia ny" to select our parish  
. Enter your name and email  



Second Sunday of Advent  December ,  

Stay plugged into St. Anastasia! 

If you have a cellphone and have not joined Flocknote 
please do it today! It is an easy way for us to communi-
cate information to you regarding Parish happenings.  
 
Two easy ways to stay in touch with the Church: 

Online: Go to stanyc.flocknote.com 

Cell Phone: Text stanyc to  

 
Text STOP to  to stop text notifications. There is 
no charge for this service but your carrier’s text and da-
ta rates may apply. Full terms at  
www.flocknote.com/txt 

 

 

St. Anastasia Parish Registration 
We welcome visitors who have joined us today. If you wish 
to join our faith community, please fill out this form and place in 
collection basket during Mass or drop it off at the Rectory. 
 
Name  ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone  …………………… Email ...……………………………………………. 

Sunday, December ,   
5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff 
 Mary Ann DeCarlo 
  

:  a.m. People of St. Anastasia Church 
  

:  a.m. Peter McCaughey 
 Manuel Orellana 
  

:  noon Kevin Wuerz 
 Joseph Palmieri 
  
Monday, December ,   

:  a.m. Peter Reali, Sr. 
 Vincent & Genevieve Simonelli 
  
Tuesday, December ,   

:  a.m. Kelleher & Wilson Family 
 Nick Bubany 
  
Wednesday, December ,   

:  a.m. Carey Butlier 
 Fr. Gustavo Maldonado, SJ 
  
Thursday, December ,   

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
:  a.m. Sipos Family (Living) 

 Eugene & Ann Ferguson 
  

:  p.m.  
  
Friday, December ,   

:  a.m. Maria Manzoni de Rege 
 Michael King 
  
Saturday, December ,   

:  a.m. Albina Sudulich 
  
Sunday, December ,   
5:00 p.m. Vigil Francesca Carbonara 
 Lillian Vulpis 
  

:  a.m. Lila & Fred D'Urso 
  

:  a.m. Ed Cavesano 
 Raymond Going 
  

:  noon People of St. Anastasia Church 

Bread & Wine Memorial 

In Memory of 
Rev. Monsignor Michael J. Cantley 

December  — ,  
 
 

Prayer Intentions 

Please remember in your prayers our brothers and sisters 
who are sick and all those who have died. 
 
  

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions 

December  
For volunteer not-for-profit organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to 
human development find people dedicated to the common good 
and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation. 

Mass Intentions  



 
 
 
• Family Owned and Operated 
 
• New Expanded Parking 
    for Over 70 Cars  
• Personal & Caring Service

 Carolyn Meenan 
Accociate Real Estate Broker 
Daniel Gale 
Sotherby’s International Realty 
36-16B Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
c 917.796.2990 
carolynmeenan@danielgale.com 

ROBERT GIULIATE  Lic. Plumber #1220 

SENID 
PLUMBING & HEATING Corp. 
Emergency Service Seven Days a Week 

718-428-3400 • 718-445-3710 
• Plumbing - Service - Installation • Gas Heat - Sales, 
Service • Hot Water Heaters, Installed & Serviced 

FREE ESTIMATES   122-11 18th Ave., College Pt., NY

JO ANN FERRARI 
 Licensed Associate Broker 
 Direct: (718) 423-3333 
 Email: ferrarisel@aol.com 
 Web: www.ferrarisel.com 

KELLER WILLIAMS 
REALTY 

LANDMARK

 718-445-3445 
 
“The Best Foot Care 
       in Your Home” 
Susan E. Lewin, D.P.M., Podiatrist 

“The Home Care Specialist” 

CATHY MORAN 
ARASH REAL ESTATE CO. 

251-12 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck, NY 11363 
718-279-0300 

917-957-4619 (Cell)

 Family Owned & Operated 
Salvatore Petruso  Giuseppe Petruso  
AVANTI  

LANDSCAPING INC.  
Complete Landscaping 

Services 
Fully Licensed, Insured,  
and Bonded Member of 

N.S.G..L.A. D.E.C. Certified 
T: 718-428-8434

Restaurant & Catering 
Spanish Continental & American Cuisine 

220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY  
 718-423-0100 

Live Music Thursday - Sunday  
www.marbella-restaurant.com  • contact@marbella-restaurant.com

Caring for families for over 100 years

 
 
 

 

 Long Term Skilled Nursing Care • Short-Term Rehab 
IV Hydration & Antibiotic Therapy  
 Hospice, Respite & Palliative Care 

165 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY  
718-739-2523 

Visit us online at www.chapinhome.org

 DUNDEE PLUMBING 
& HEATING, INC. 

R. Mengler 
    NYC Master Plumber 1729 

  718-969-7406   Fax 718-969-6874 
10% Discount with this ad 

(up to $40.00 OFF)

Shastone Memorial Corp. 
Quality Monuments 

Erected In All Cemeteries. 
Custom Design & Shop at Home Service 

112 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 
Tel( 516)487-4600         Fax (516)487-4694 

Outside NY (877)677-6736 
www.shastone.com

32-55 Francis Lewis Blvd., Bayside. NY
Each office is independently owned & operated

Marathon Food Shop  
   Ph.   (718) 229-1711 
   Fax  (718) 428-9791 
 
 

249-19 Northern Blvd., Little Neck 

#208 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

www.doylebshafferfh.com

125 Hillside Avenue 27-29 Atlantic Avenue 412 Willis Avenue 
NEW HYDE PARK FLORAL PARK WILLISTON PARK 

(516) 354-0634 

Comforting Families Since 1924

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com

Martin A.  
Funeral Home L.L.C.

36-46 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361 

718-428-2210

Large Parking Facilities 
at all locations. 

Also located in Flushing & Whitestone 
Visit our website:  

www.gleasonsfuneral.com

Family owned and operated by 
John Aloysius Golden & 

Thomas A. Golden III

 

718-229-4949        

 516-466-8888

45-09 Little Neck Pkwy., Little Neck

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS

Since 
 1904 

Beth Dalton-Costello 

Also  Levittown  
& Hicksville  

Locations  

Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkwy Houston, TX 770

Funeral    •    Cremation    •    Advance Funeral Planning    •    Monu
192-15 Northern Boulevard • Flushing, NY 11358 • 718-357-6100 

Frederick Funeral Home

19 (713)522-5141

ument & Inscription Services
.frederick-fh.com• www

e

INSTANT PLUMBING & HEATING, L.L.C.

718-470-0808 | LIC #1008 

516-437-5343 | LIC #2060 
John Musella | Frank Musella 

Licensed Master Plumber   
www.mytricounty.com 

Email: tcsdcoinc@aol.com 
RESIDENTIAL•COMMERCIAL•REMODELING•REPAIRS 

Notary

Surprisingly 
great rates 
that fit any 
budget. 

Get great rates and a good 
neighbor. Call me today. 
 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary  
by customer. All applicants subject to  
State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2101554

Kelly Escobar, Agent
4518 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY  11362
Bus: 718-819-8000
agent@kellymysfagent.com
Se habla Español


