
 

 

American Martyrs 

Fourth Week of Advent 
December 18, 2022 

 
On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple  

candle to mark the final week of prayer and penance as we 
wait for the birth of our Savior. This final candle, the 

“Angel's Candle,” symbolizes peace. It reminds us of the 
message of the angels:  

“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”  



 

 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

  

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   

Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 

call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

Traveling Madonna and American Martyrs Rosary Society 

  
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   

For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 

peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 

In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 

group.  All welcome ! 

The Collection for December 11, 2022  

 Online Giving: $4,474.00 

In Pew Collection:$2043.00   

Total: $6,517.00 

 

Immzculate Conception: $808.00 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as  

they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 



 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Roberto Barrientos, Rose and Jessie Carlone,  Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., 

Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Luis D. Vargas, C.J.  

Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler,  Dawn Brigante, George Adamonis, 

Caroline Bonacci , Germaine DeVier, Anthonine Charles, Chuck Levitt, Anna + Erwin Bisc hoff, Jimmy O’Neil, Dr. Frank Amico, Rudy  

Mazzocchi, Arlene Scherne, Thomas Lafleur, Joann Failla,  Rosalinda Apostadero , Pasquale Scottie, Millie SanSeverino Jen Flynn Limberg, James 

Kingston, Tom Dana and Anne Kingston 

December 18th -- December 25th 

  

Sunday 

 

8:30am 

Faithful of American Martyrs  

 

10:30am 

Linda Walsh (requested by Ruth Zack) 

Amalia Sosa (requested by Elana + Family) 

 In Honor of St. Anthony (requested by the Migene Whippler) 

 

12:30pm 

 Joan Reilly Dowd (requested by the Connie, Tom + Family) 

  
Monday  

 Danny Corrigan (requested by Fr. Peter) 

 

Tuesday  

Patrick J. Kearney on his 5th Anniversary (requested by family) 

 

Wednesday  

 In Honor of St. Anthony (requested by the Migene Whippler) 

 

Thursday 

Adele + Charles Perrano (requested by the Merola)  

 

Friday  

Alberto + Lavea (requested by Martha) 

 

Saturday 

8:30am 

Marcella Larkin (Requested by Terri Mt) 

 

5:00pm Christmas Eve Vigil 

Faithful of American Martyrs 

 

Midnight Mass 

Thomas A. Heinz 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS  

 

 

JAMES VON VEIT 

MICHAEL ARRIAGA 

REV. CHRISTOPHER CASHMAN 

 

 

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  

THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE, AMEN 

 
 
 

This weeks Sanctuary Candle 
is offered in Loving Memory of 

Patrick + Joan Kearney  
(requested by the Kearney Family) 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread and Wine are  
in loving memory of 

Jack Bills 
(requested by Ann Marie) 

 



 

 

Dear People of God,  are we Expecting? 

 
My brother Tommy’s daughter Ciara (my niece) and her husband, Dan, are married almost three years ago. Ciara and 

Dan are looking forward to the next “Big Event” in their lives. However I think my brother Tommy and his wife, Laura 
were looking more forward to hearing the announcement, “We’re expecting!” They have been waiting to be  

grandparents ever since the engagement was announced.  Of course, Dan and Ciara are anxious to start a family  

and the rest of our family look forward to another member, as Ciara is due to give birth in March.  
 

As we conclude our Advent journey, the Gospel today speaks of a couple who are also “expecting.” We hear the story 
of Joseph who is told by an angel in a dream that Mary is expecting the Messiah and that he should call him Jesus. 

Certainly Joseph and Mary planned to have children after they were married, but I’m sure this was not how they 
planned for this to happen. How do you explain this to family and friends? Who would understand it or even believe 

it? It was probably all that Mary and Joseph could do to obey God and accept their roles in this plan, even if they  

didn’t completely understand it.  
 

They both answered “yes” to what they were asked to do even though they faced many anxieties, questions and  
concerns. Yet their faith had guided them to that answer. Some of the issues Mary and Joseph faced had to do with 

the circumstances that surrounded them. Yet they still faced the same issues any couple faces when they are 

“expecting.”  
 

I’m sure that some in our parish are expecting a child into their families and that these days in Advent may hold  
special meaning. Yet the Gospel isn’t meant only for them just as the Gospel call of Peter, Andrew, James and John 

isn’t meant only for fishermen. This Gospel is speaking to all of us. It is asking if there is any room in our lives for  
God to give birth to a new thing, to call us to a new task, to shape our lives in a new way.  

 

Are we expecting and if so, what does that expectation look like?  
 

I hope our country is “expecting.” We would be in a sad state of affairs if we think our best days are behind us, but 
sometimes that sentiment seems to prevail. But when people work to sustain an energetic and vibrant expectation  

of the future, they celebrate even when the present is dark.  

 
I hope our church is “expecting.” What would an expectant church look like? It is people who come to church  

believing that they will hear something new and challenging; It is people who come looking for a new face to  
welcome. An expectant church is like an expectant couple, willing to embrace a change that may bring some  

temporary discomfort or the need to change priorities.  

 
In Advent, Isaiah helped his generation to be hopeful when the future looked anything but hopeful. John the Baptist 

was looking for the Messiah but had to recalibrate his expectations when Jesus didn’t match his image exactly. Mary 
and Joseph were willing to change their plans for God’s greater plan they could not imagine. They all said “yes.’ Their 

stories encourage us to say “yes” to a journey of faith and expectations we’ve never imagined.  
 

 
Are we “expecting?”  Peace and Blessings on the journey to Christmas… ...Fr. Peter 

When filling out your Christmas cards this year, take one card and send it to 
this address:  

 
A Recovering American Soldier 
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20307-5001. 
 
If everyone sends one card, think of how many cards these  
wonderful, selfless people, who have sacrificed so much would get.  



 

 

 



 

 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY  

 

Tomorrow, December 19 

 

SCHEDULE 

  

9AM—11AM 

5PM—8PM 

 
The Mitten Drive is Back! 

 
We are again collecting gently-used or new  

Mittens, Gloves, Scarves and Hats for children and adults. 
There will be boxes at the entrances of our Church starting  

December 17 thru January. 
 

These items will be donated each week to a  
Salvation Army family shelter to help those in  

need of warm clothing. 

 

BLESSING OF THE FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE 

God who created the birds in the air, the fish in the sea, the stars in the 
sky, and the trees in the ground, bless this tree as we decorate it and 

make it joyful symbol in our home. 
May its branches remind us of the shade and shelter  

you provide for us and for many creatures. 
May its trunk remind us of your strength. 

May its lights bring us peace. 
May we remember your gift to us this season,  

the gift of the baby Jesus. 
Amen. 



 

 

  

  

  
CHRISTMAS EVE + CHRISTMAS DAY

 

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: Jillian Minarik 

Midnight: Linda Limberg 

8:30am: Margaret MacPherson 

10:30am: Valerie Day 

12:30pm: Eva Quibir   

 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm:Getulio Cury + Barbara Froehlich + Agnes Walsh 

Midnight: Theresa Asche + Jovie Chorzepa 

8:30am: D.  Sosna + S. Sica + Mary. Schreiber + F. Tramonte  

10:30am: Steven Day + Diana Iorio 

12:30pm: Need Volunteers 

  Preparing for Christmas with Floater and Smitty 

 

Floater: One of my favorite childhood memories, is building 

sand castles with my Grandpa...until mom took the urn away. 

Smitty: Well look on the bright side… ...deGrom jerseys are 

now on sale for Christmas. 

Floater: The only thing standing between my dreams are my 

appearance, lack of talent, and general personality. 

Smitty: I have decided I’m not old.  I’m 29 plus shipping and 

handling. 

Floater:  Never kiss your honey when their nose is runny, you 

may think it’s funny, but it’s snot. 

Smitty: Being a human cannonball has to be the worst job 

there is.  You have to worry about getting fired every day. 

Floater: For anybody else that’s getting coal for Christmas 

maybe we can link up and get the grill going or something. 

Smitty: Supermarkets are not making Shortbread any longer! 

Floater: Astronomers got tired of watching the moon after 24 

hours, so they called it a day. 

Smitty: At JFK Airport my friend suggested we disguise  

ourselves as luggage.  I said, “let’s not get carried away. 

Special Needs Parents Meeting 

We invite parents/guardians with children/adults with all  

special needs or IEP's to join us to share and exchange ideas in 

an informal setting at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Bayside.  

We will be meeting at 10:00 AM on: Wednesday, January, 11, 

Thursday, February 16, and Tuesday, March 14. 

For further information please contact Georgette Lyons at  

718-631-1307 or email at shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com 

 

BLESSING OF THE FAMILY NATIVITY 

 

God of every nation and people, from the very 

beginning of creation you have made manifest your 

love: when our need for a Savior was great you sent 

your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives 

he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love. 

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it  

remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise our 

thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Savior of 

all, and who lives and reigns forever and ever.  Amen 

 

mailto:shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com

