
 

 

 

Rev. Peter J. Rayder 

Rev. Mr. Stanley Galazin 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil 5pm 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm 

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

8:30am  Monday - Friday 

Saturday 8:30am Communion Service 

 

Holy Days 

7:30pm Vigil, 8:30am + 7:30pm 

Confessions Saturday 4pm - 4:45pm 

(Also by appointment) 

Website: www.amparish.org 

Solemnity of the Blessed virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 

PARISH STAFF 

Ms. Patricia Adams 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Theresa Asche 

Director of Religious Education 

Mr. Jose Espindola 

Parish Grounds 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #14666  

Fr. John J. Murray/American Martyrs  

Columbiettes 

 

79-43 Bell Blvd. Oakland Gardens,  

NY 11364 

Rectory: 718 + 464 + 4582 

Religious Education: 718 + 464 + 6411  



 

 

Be Vigilant of Child Abuse At All Times! 
It is vitally important that we are constantly vigilant-that we always observe the behaviors of those who interact with children. And 

we must always communicate our concerns to the appropriate parties. Sometimes this means communicating our safety concerns to 

our  children. And sometimes this means communicating our concerns about seemingly inappropriate behavior to those who are in a 

position to intervene. Parents must also listen carefully to their children and observe both their children's activities and the behavior 

of older children and adults who interact with them. When children exhibit dramatic behavioral changes, adults must find out what 

caused the changes. Being aware of what's happening with our  children means talking to, listening to, and observing them‐at every 

opportunity. For help or info call:  Maryellen Quinn: Diocese of Brooklyn’s Safe Environment Coordinator 718-965-7300 

  

American Martyrs Celebrates the Sacraments 
  

Penance 

Every Saturday at 4:00pm—4:45pm (Also at anytime convenient upon request) 

  

Baptisms 

The second Saturday at 1pm and the last Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm   

Parents must speak to Deacon Stan one month in advance before the scheduled date.   

Due to Corvid19 restrictions parents and sponsors are not required at this time to attend an minstruction class. 

  

Sacrament of the Sick Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament is available for any baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering the effects of advanced age. Please call the  

rectory to make an appointment for a priest to come to the home, or call anytime for a sudden illness. If serious surgery is scheduled, 

call to arrange for the anointing before you enter the hospital.  A communal celebration of this sacrament is celebrated annually. 

  

Pastoral Care to the Homebound  

We are concerned about parishioners who are homebound and would like to receive the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

or the Anointing of the Sick. If you are homebound, or if you know someone who is unable to come to Mass, please do not hesitate 

 to contact the parish office at (718) 464-4582. Visits will be happily arranged for you. 

  

Holy Matrimony  
Call the Parish Office for information and appointment with a priest at least six months prior to the date you wish. 

The Collection for December 25, 2022  

Online $1500.00 

In-Pew $7,978.00 

Total $9,478.00 

Christmas Offering: $5,374.00 

Catholic Charities:$1,323.00 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

Rev. LT. Mark Bristol, USN, PO3 John Schaefer - USCG 

and TAO Sean Reiley—USN 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS 

LORD,  hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as  

they protect us.  Bless them and their families. 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information Email: KofCAM14666@gmail.com 

Website: KofCAM.Weebly.com 

  

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBIETTES 

FR. JOHN  J. MURRAY/AMERICAN MARTYRS  

COLUMBIETTES COUNCIL # 14666 

  

  

  

  

  

For more information call Anne Caruso 347 - 626 - 9802 

“A CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN” 

American Martyrs Mission Statement 

We, the diverse Catholic family of American Martyrs, are spiritually centered in the Word and the Eucharist.  

Our warm, welcoming community creates an atmosphere for a wonderful faith experience as we gather at the table of 

the Lord to help each other grow in Christ and live according to His teachings. Inspired by the faith and an  

example of our patrons, the North Americans Martyrs, and the Blessed Mother, under the guidance of the  

Holy Spirit, we work together to spread the message of Jesus to all. 



 

 

Remember in your Prayers the Sick of American Martyrs 

Roberto Barrientos, Rose and Jessie Carlone,  Michael Gorry, Jack Kopcinski, Mary Modica, Frank Mollo, Lorraine Rensch, John Sheridan, Jr., 

Marie Scuderi, Paulette Wilson, Frances Burgess, Maria Criscuolo, Chistine Biondi, Rosemary Mollo, Ramon Dickson, Luis D. Vargas, C.J.  

Marino, Mary Carroll, Eleanor Kelly, Thomas Holloran, Pauline Purcha, Tara McGraw, Msgr. John Keppler,  Dawn Brigante, George Adamonis, 

Caroline Bonacci , Germaine DeVier, Anthonine Charles, Chuck Levitt, Anna + Erwin Bischoff, Jimmy O’Neil, Dr. Frank Amico, Rudy  

Mazzocchi, Arlene Scherne, Thomas Lafleur, Joann Failla,  Rosalinda Apostadero , Pasquale Scottie, Millie SanSeverino Jen Flynn Limberg, James 

Kingston, Tom Dana and Anne Kingston 

January 1st -- January 7th 

  

Sunday 

 

8:30am 

Patricia E. Mills (requested by Parish) 

 

10:30am 

Purgatorial Society 

 

12:30pm 

Robert Kavalkuskas (requested by Ruth Zack) 

Vincent Castillo (requested by Abraham + Martha) 

 Michael Arriaga  

  
Monday  

 Gladys + Robert Alonzo (requested by family) 

 

Tuesday  

Leonard Mestrandrea (requested by Raymond) 

 

Wednesday  

 Mary Woods  on the 1st Anniversary (requested by Fr. Peter) 

 

Thursday 

Murray Gadell on the 41st Anniversary (requested by the family)  

 

Friday  

In Thanksgiving for 8:30am Mass Community (requested by Nilda) 

 

Saturday 

8:30am 

For the Faithful of American Martyrs 

 

5:00pm  

Stanley Rezalski (requested by Rita + Bobby) 

 

REMEMBER THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

 OF  AMERICAN MARTYRS  

 

 

REV. CHRISTOPHER CASHMAN  

JOAN TRIGNANO 

LINDA POKORNY 

 

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  

THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE, AMEN 

 
 
 

This weeks Sanctuary Candle 
is offered in Loving Memory of 

Mary Woods 
(requested by Fr. Peter) 

  
The Gifts of  

Bread +Wine  
in loving memory of 

Joseph Zicari 
(requested by Anne Marie Sanfier) 

 



 

 

Dear Faithful Friends of American Martyrs, Happy New Year!  

 

As this New Year begins, we remember all the joy of the holidays. Together we’ve celebrated Christmas, the birth of Jesus the true 

light of our world. Christmas compels us to celebrate God’s love for us by extending that love to others. We’ve worked hard to  

remember everyone on our lists with cards and special gifts expressing our love and support. We readied our homes and cooked our 

food. We’ve selected special music to lift our spirits and special decorations to keep the message of this wonderful season before us. 

We’ve even tried to include those we don’t even know who are in need, those who can never pay us back. And it all felt good!  

 

The true spirit of Christmas is meant to continue within us throughout the year. The church has extended the celebration to highlight 

all of the special events that marked the birth of Jesus. We celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family this past Friday, the Solemnity of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God (today), the Epiphany (next Sunday) and the Baptism of the Lord on January 9 th (that’s 

a leap of thirty years). How can we take it all in? On a personal level, I think. Each of us is called to personally deal with the  

remarkable story of Jesus Christ throughout our lives growing ever more aware of God’s unconditional love for us, each one of us.  

 

That remarkable baby lying in a mere manger, poor yet very special, surely has much to teach us. Oh, how we cherish that image 

and long to keep that baby small and easy to love. But the baby’s job is to grow and become a fully developed adult. Now that’s 

where our resistance comes. Infants are cute and cuddly and quite manageable. Sleep deprived nights are no match for the  

challenges of raising a child at each stage of development: toddlers and their energy; children and their questions; adolescents and 

their challenges; young adults and their searching; adults and their pain. Wow, did the Magi see all of that on that special night so 

very long ago?  

 

Three Magi, three who by their birth were part of the priestly class among the Medes and Persians, three who believed in  

astrology—the study of the stars, three Gentiles. The star they followed had enormous light and energy and they recognized its  

significance. Being learned men, they had studied about the coming of this star and knew it signaled the birth of a King. At its  

rising, they left the comfort of their homes, followed the star, stopped at Herod’s palace for directions and journeyed until  they came 

to the simple stable where they beheld the infant and his family. What they saw, they saw clearly and in spite of the humble  

surroundings and they responded by paying homage to the small baby lying in a manger. They had that “Ah ha” moment and knew 

it. They saw the true source of light and were left spellbound. Three Gentiles responding fully to God’s light, a significant precursor 

to what lies ahead.  

 

Perhaps it is a good time to examine our response to that same light. Are we drawn to it as the Magi were or are we repelled and 

frightened by it as Herod and the Scribes were? Our reaction makes all the difference not only on the Feast of the Epiphany but 

throughout our lives. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 

Fr. Peter 

 

The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 

 

This holiday is a celebration of Mary's motherhood of Jesus. It is a reminder of the role she played in the salvation of 

humankind. The title “Mother of God” is a western derivation from the Greek Theotokos, which means “God-bearer” 

 

Mass Schedule will be follow our usual weekend schedule.  5pm Saturday Vigil and  

8:30am, 10:30am + 12:30pm on Sunday 

Sincere Thanks 

 
Words cannot express my deepest thanks for all 
who were involved in making our Christmas  
liturgies so prayerful and beautiful. The music was 
fantastic, lectors were spot on, Extra Ordinary 
Ministers were “Exta Ordinary”, the Altar serves 
were extremely helpful and attentive and   
American Martyrs looked absolutely beautiful 
(Linda, John, Jovie, Theresa, Mary, Johanna, Stan, 
Mary, Jim) was exceptional. 

 



 

 

When filling out your Christmas cards this year, take one card and send it to this 

address:  
 
A Recovering American Soldier 
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20307-5001. 
  
If everyone sends one card, think of how many cards these  

Traveling Madonna and American Martyrs Rosary Society 

  
The purpose of this Virgin Mary statue is to bring the graces of Fatima and Our Lady’s message of peace and hope.   

For the past 9 years, the Rosary Society has been passing the statue of Mary through the parish.  In this difficult time, as we pray for 

peace, anyone interested in joining the rotation, please call Margaret Reyes at 718 217-7110. 

In these unsettled times, praying the Rosary is important.  Please join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 o’clock to pray as a 

group.  All welcome ! 

The Mitten Drive is Back! 
 

We are again collecting gently-used or new  

Mittens, Gloves, Scarves and Hats for children and adults.  

There will be boxes at the entrances of our Church starting  
December 17 thru January. 

 

These items will be donated each week to a  

Salvation Army family shelter to help those in  

need of warm clothing. 

INTERNATIONAL  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

“MARDI GRAS” NIGHT  

  

mark your calendar for this event… 

...February 4, 2023… 

...Bring your appetite and dancing shoes. 

More information soon to follow. 

CHRISTMAS FAIR  

Thank you to all who helped, contributed, and supported 

our Annual Christmas Fair.   

The Fair was a successful event. 

2023 CALENDARS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendars are now available at the entrances doors of 

American Martyrs. We thank in a special way Thomas 

F. Dalton Funeral Home for providing us with these 

calendars. 



 

 

  

  

  
 

 

JANUARY 7TH + JANUARY 8TH 

 

Lectors 

5pm Vigil: Margaret Ma0cPherson 

8:30am: Orlando/Berta Hernandez 

10:30am: Agnes Walsh 

12:30pm: Eva Quibir   

 

  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 

5pm: Terry Marchia + Lillian Santos 

8:30am: Donna Sosna + Stephen Sica + Mary Ann Schreiber  

10:30am: Jovie Chorze[a + Johanna Zafferese  

12:30pm: Need Volunteers 

  Laugh in the New Year with Floater and Smitty 

 

Floater: If you don’t pay the taxi driver it's no fare to them. 

Smitty: Did a little mechanics today.  Put a rear end in a  

recliner. 

Floater: I just saw a car being driven by a sheep in a swimsuit.  

It was a Lamb Bikini. 

Smitty: My wife told me I can be an idiot sometimes.  I think 

it’s pretty cool of her to give me permission like that. 

Floater: How does Bigfoot know what time it is? By looking 

at his Sasquatch. 

Smitty: So I was sitting drinking coffee in my slippers this 

morning, when I thought to myself… ...I really need to wash 

some coffee mugs. 

Floater: I took my stuffed dog to the Antiques Roadshow, but 

the expert told me it wouldn’t fetch much. 

Smitty: Currently stuck at an auction bidding for a house with 

a lengthy corridor.  I’m in it for the long hall. 

Floater: The first rule of  ““Condescending Club” is really 

kinda complex and I don’t think you’d understand it even if I 

explained it to you. 

Smitty: You don’t need an alarm clock when you have a 65 

year old blatter 

 

Special Needs  

Parents Meeting 

We invite parents/guardians with children/adults with all  

special needs or IEP's to join us to share and exchange ideas in 

an informal setting at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Bayside.  

We will be meeting at 10:00 AM on: Wednesday, January, 11, 

Thursday, February 16, and Tuesday, March 14. 

For further information please contact Georgette Lyons at  

718-631-1307 or email at shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com 

 

THE DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE 

“You can’t afford to miss it!” 

 

9am to 3pm Saturday, January 21, 2023 

 Fr. John J. Murray Hall 

To register or for more information 

Call Martin Hirschfield 631-360-9720  

Who is this 1961 Msgr. McClancy H.S. Graduate??? 

mailto:shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com


 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 Sisters of the Handmaids of the Holy Child Jesus 

Will minister to the elderly in their own homes.  

Call 718-888-7708. 

 

Catholic Charities Home-base Program 

assists those with housing crisis,  Call 718-674-1000 for info  

                                 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 

Donate your old Car, Truck or Van  - Call: 718-491-2525.  

 

Open AA Meetings 
Sullivan Center Monday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

Closed AA Meetings Wednesday Evenings 8:30pm-9:30pm 

 

Al-Anon and Ala-teen Family Groups  

Hope, help, and happiness are attainable. 212-941-0094  

 

Catholic Charities Neighborhood Home Delivered Meals 
Call 718-357-4903 for more information.  

 

Nar-Anon Never Alone:  Call for info718-217-0364. 

National Suicide Prevention Help line: - 1-800-273-8255 

 

Healing After Abortion: Sisters of Life at: 866-575-0075   

Purgatorial Society Enrollment for January 

 

William K. Lavin (Fr. Peter) 

Mary Woods (Fr. Peter) 

Rev. Christopher Cashman (Fr. Peter) 

Frank + Anna Smaldino (Mary Ann + Gregg) 

Frederick + Catherine Schreiber (Mary Ann + Gregg) 

Deceased of the Smaldino + Eranieri Families 

(Mary Ann + Gregg) 

Joseph + Virginia Laraia (Joanne) 

 

45 Days 

till 

Pitchers  

+ 

Catchers 

Deacon Stan’s Favorite Christmas Hymn 


